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VALUING COMMUNITY
If 2020 has taught us anything it must be the value of
community. Isolation and separation was very much a
shared experience of the past year but living where we do,
in a village with a brilliant community support network, has
been invaluable. We look forward to a less socially
distanced 2021, and if Covid
allows, to the return of some
village events. Alan Russell, Chair
of the VH has an idea to get us
out (of hibernation!) - see more
inside and do contact him if you
are able to help.
Before then, a heartfelt thank
you to our trusty band of
Newsletter deliverers who battle
wind and rain to get you your copy
every month. We hope very much
that this issue will be delivered
before the village Carol Singing
on 19th December and that you
are able to join in small groups, or
if not support from your doorstep or driveway. There will be
another occasion to sing at the outdoor Carol Service on
Sunday 20th December.
The Church’s Advent Treasure Hunt was well received and
we hope to tease more of you out for a secular Village
Walking Quiz over the holiday period.

Talking of walking, Denise Broomfield writes this month of
her favourite walk around Middle Hill. Meanwhile how
about encouraging our nocturnal 'travellers' with a
hedgehog highway in the village? There are thought to be
fewer than a million hedgehogs left in the UK and numbers
have fallen by 30% in past 10 years. Some villagers have
already started work on this and
have been delighted by their recent
hedgehog visitors. More info on how
you can help inside.
The Newsletter has had more
support for the 20mph speed limit but
also an objector. We await news
from the Parish Council on its
implementation but in the meantime,
do continue to let the Newsletter
know if you have strong views in
favour or against the scheme.
With this issue being delivered
earlier than normal there will be a
slightly longer break before the
February issue but we trust that your
January gets off to a good start. Stay well, stay positive
and stay connected. If WhatApp is your thing, Julia Tuff
invites you to join the Village WhatsApp group by using
the link: https://bit.ly/33wXwRf

COMMUNITY SUPPORT GROUP

VILLAGE HALL MATTERS

The Community Support Group continues to be available
to help those members of our community who may be in
need as a result of COVID-19 restrictions. If anyone in the
village needs support or advice then we can still be
contacted on the number below or via email
suttonvenycommunity@gmail.com. We currently don't
provide regular prescription collection services but will step
up this capability again should the need arise.

With Covid restrictions as they are, the scope to offer the
hall for hiring out is extremely limited and therefore the
school remains its exclusive user. This will be kept under
review by the trustees as the situation evolves.

Ali Wigham - Coordinator, Sutton Veny Community
01985 841661
WILTSHIRE TEST & TRACE
Readers will have heard that the NHS National Test &
Trace service has struggled to meet satisfactory
performance levels. Wiltshire is now supplementing this
with a local service, which may prove to be more effective,
providing people pick up the phone. So, if you receive a
call from 0300 456 0100 please pick up.

The next meeting of the management committee is
planned for 2nd February and in anticipation of this Alan
Russell, the new chairman of the management committee,
is leading the trustees in some preparatory brainstorming
of ideas for a village event in the spring. His request to
involve all readers of the Newsletter in formulating this
event follows.
The committee meets infrequently and becoming a trustee
might be just the ticket if one of your New Year's
resolutions is to give something back to your community.
Get in touch with Alan if you want to know more.

LET'S GET OUT (OF HIBERNATION)!
I am looking for people to come forward to help run a
village event late in March (Covid situation permitting)
aimed at showing what's great about our precious little
village. The idea would be to meet at the VH and walk,
drive or cycle around and see the many interesting things
we have in or on the edge of the parish. Some of these
locations will be private property and so not normally
accessible.
If you feel able to help by opening up your garden, your
business, showing us an interesting hobby or collection or
by providing refreshments, please do get in touch.
Alan Russell (07802 436 850)
CHURCH MATTERS
As this edition goes to press there is great relief that
church services are back to the new normal, with the
added benefit that outdoor carol singing by the
congregation as well as the choir is permitted, although
restrictions apply. The back page
shows the full detail of services, but if
you receive this in time, do consider
coming along to the outdoor service
with carols at 6.00pm on Sunday
20th December.

winners, who will receive their prizes on Christmas Eve,
will be announced in the February edition of the
Newsletter.
FRIENDS OF SUTTON VENY CHURCH
If villagers have found the cryptic clues
to Christmas carols in the Advent
Treasure Hunt challenging, then the
Walking Quiz around the village over
the Christmas and New Year holidays
might be more up your street, or down
your lane or whatever. For a small
outlay a list of questions will be provided to keep you and
your family amused, test your knowledge, powers of
observation and perhaps your grey matter too. The quiz
sheets will be available from 17th December and,
subject to lockdown constraints, can be purchased for £5
from The Woolpack or Meadow Cottage, 62 Duck
Street. No prizes; it's just a bit of fun. The answers will be
available from 9th January
Spurred on by last year's success,
but mindful that it will have to be
very different this year, some short
notice plans, triggered by the
announcement of government
relaxations, were hatched to ensure
some Carol Singing takes place
on the evening of Saturday 19th
December. In groups of no more
than six rather than last year's
throng of about 30 people, there
may be scope to cover more of the
village. Handbells will be rung,
carols will be sung and buckets will
be rattled. If you choose not to sing
then please come to your door and
be generous. The next edition will
report how it all went.

Meanwhile inside the church,
dialogue with the church architect
continues over the various facility
improvements under consideration
and their sequencing. The elements
in play include the installation of a
toilet and kitchen together with
localised heating and lighting
improvements in the rear of the
church, and an upgrade to the
heating and lighting in the remainder
Christmas wreaths ready for sale
of the church. The architect's
response will help inform the
PARISH COUNCIL REPORT
questionnaire that will go out to the village community in
the New Year to elicit their views before any plans are
Our final meeting of 2020 took place on 3rd December via
finalised.
the WebEx platform, with five members of the Council and
County Councillor Fleur DeRhe Phillipe in attendance.
In early December Annabel Elliott persuaded the flower
arranging team to drop their delicate blooms and grapple
The main business of the meeting was to agree the
with holly and fir cones instead to produce a number of
precept demand for the year 2021/22. After taking into
stunning Christmas wreaths. These were snapped up,
account ongoing expenses and planned projects, the
raising approximately £300 in aid of church funds.
biggest of which being the improvements to the play area,
it was decided to raise the precept to £15,000, an
Led by Valerie Hopkins, the Big Church Clean took place
additional £2,417.86 funding from the current year. This
on Saturday 12th December. About 15 people turned out,
will be the first rise in many years and although it
armed with an assortment of cleaning equipment and
represents an increase of 20%, it equates to a raise in cost
wearing face masks that were required for Covid
to a band D household of a modest £8.03 per annum.
regulations but also came in handy for the dust that was
stirred up. The church is now gleaming ... and the spiders,
ladybirds and earwigs can no doubt return to their
respective homes.
The Mary & Joseph posters for the Advent Treasure Hunt
went up in various locations around the village on 1st
December and have grabbed the attention of many.
Children have been spurred on by the quick collection of a
few clues around the school and are now worrying their
parents may struggle to solve the cryptic clues that reveal
Christmas carols and songs. At time of writing no answer
sheets have yet been submitted. The names of the

A reminder that during the coronavirus pandemic Wiltshire
Council is asking all residents to be sensitive to those living
around them and to avoid having bonfires wherever
possible. Please take extra care not to jeopardise each
other’s health and ensure that waste is disposed of
sensibly.
The next meeting will take place on Thursday 4th
February 2021; the agenda will be published on the village
website ahead of the meeting and please let the Clerk
know (melissaatyeo@btinternet.com) if you would like to
join us.

HEDGEHOGS WELCOME IN THE VILLAGE!
Many of us in the village have been delighted by our recent
hedgehog visitors. Gardens provide the perfect ‘hog
habitat’ and if we can link our gardens up with a ‘hedgehog
highway’ as well as providing breeding sites and
hibernation locations, we may see even more hedgehogs
in the future.
We know that one of the main reasons why hedgehogs are
declining in Britain is because our fences and walls are
becoming more and more secure, reducing the amount of
land available to them. We can make life a little easier for
hedgehogs by removing the barriers - by making holes in
or under our garden fences and walls for them to pass
through – and by making homemade hedgehog houses.
More information on DIY Hedgehog Highways & Houses
can be found on www.hedgehogstreet.org. If we can
encourage lots of neighbours to do this we can really
expand their territories and their survival chances.
SUTTON VENY MONTHLY RAINFALL
kindly recorded by Peter Strangeways
November rainfall: 68mm (2.7in)
November average (10 yrs): 90.0mm (3.5in)
Range: 62-145mm (2.4-5.7in)
THE MIDDLE HILL WALK
Denise Broomfield continues her series of walks over our
adjacent hills leading us around from the base of
Scratchbury to Middle Hill (About 1.5 miles, quite
strenuous and inevitably some mud!). She writes:
This is my favourite walk in the series. Join the Warminster
road from the Heytesbury roundabout and turn right soon
after the left turn to Norton Bavant. Cross the railway to a
small car park just inside the wood ahead of you.
From the car park, return to the road and turn right. After
about 200m, at the corner of the wood, you will see a
footpath sign to your left which takes you across a field
towards some houses and another track. At the track take
the green lane path to your right and walk uphill, parallel to
the road on which you parked. This path will bring you to
the saddle between Middle and Scratchbury Hills with
Middle Hill being the smaller hill on your left, topped with
trees on a tumulus.
Take the signposted Imber Trail path to your left which will
take you over Middle Hill and down the other side. At the
bottom of the hill turn right onto the military range road and

follow this for about 100m before turning right beside the
first barn to take you across a field below the hill and the
old strip lynchets (earth terraces) on its side. The path
meets a gravel track. Turn right onto this and follow it back
to the car park on the saddle between Scratchbury and
Middle Hills. Continue straight on down the road and back
to the car park in the woods.
PLACE NAME ORIGINS - JILL RUSSELL
On 10th October 1914, Robert Elling, the wool merchant of
The Knapp wrote in his diary:
"A settled thing it is that we are to have big camps on our
common, on most of Squire Lubbocks pastures and on
both sides of Five Ash lane".
These hutted Army camps were numbered from 1 to 10 in
the order that they were built. The first ones, between
Norton Road and The Common, and the last at The
Beeches. Number 7 was beside Five Ash Lane, it’s original
entrance now marked by two ash trees. The field and a
pair of wooden huts remaining there in1920 were bought
Mr Bert Doel and lived in by him and two other local
families until burnt down in1946. Then Bert had a
bungalow built on the site known as Camp Farm. It is the
only WW1 camp site that can be found by name! Bert ran a
timber business and poultry farm there. He and his wife
Charlotte took a great part in the village social life and are
buried at St Johns.
More about the past village, its people and places, can be
found in the illustrated book entitled Before its Too Late,
available via the village website or direct from me,
Jill Russell, Camp Farm, 01985 840209.
WHAT 2020 MEANT TO ME - PETER HOPKINS
There have been so many lows and it would be so easy to
fall into that deep well of self pity, so forgive me if I choose
to consign all those thoughts to the bin. So, staying with
the highs, here are a few memories:
•

•
•

•

•

Acts of kindness, both random and planned
that have lifted the spirit and, in particular, from our
wonderful neighbours who have kept us sane
throughout the first and second lockdowns
The community support group and, in
particular, our friendly drug runner
The clapping, shouting, laughing, smiling and
banging on Thursday’s to support our wonderful
NHS and careworkers
Daily walks round our beautiful village and
valley, putting names to faces and making new
friends
Comfort food from The Woolie, thank you
Abbie, Tim and the team

NATTY KNITTERS
Lottie Harris has written to the Newsletter with an appeal to
local knitters. She writes:

Middle Hill's summit

We are a group of natty, nutty knitters - Lottie, Helen &
Tracey. If you would be interested in joining our group;
whether you are an experienced knitter or a complete
beginner, contact us on 01985 840 812 to find out more.

THE NEW WOOLPACK

SUTTON VENY CHURCH SERVICES

Abbie & Tim Smith and The Woolie team are pleased that
they can welcome you back into The Woolpack. Under the
current Tier 2 restrictions they are operating reduced
opening hours:

The church has remained open for private prayer on
Wednesday mornings and Saturday afternoons and now,
within the tier system, real Sunday morning and evening
services have resumed once again in selected churches
within the benefice. Visit the Upper Wylye Valley Team
website (upperwylyevalleyteam.com) for the latest details.

Friday: 10.00am to 3.00pm and then from 5.30pm to
9.00pm for Tim's famous tapas.
Saturday: 10.00 am to 3.30pm
The Woolpack will close on 20th December and will reopen
on 2nd January.

Zoom services can be joined using a link obtainable from
the Rector via upperwylyevalleyteam@gmail.com

NEW YEAR'S RESOLUTIONS

Services at Sutton Veny and other special Team services
via Zoom in December and January are as follows:

I've decided on my New Year's resolution: from the
beginning of February, I'm resolving not to procrastinate.

December
Sun 20

The best way to keep a New Year's resolution is to
yourself.
Most New Year's resolutions go in one year and out the
other.

Tue 22
Wed 23
Thur 24
Fri 25
Sun 27
January
Sun 3
Sun 10
Sun 17
Sun 24
Sun 31

8.30am - Holy Communion (BCP)
6.00pm - Christmas Celebration (Outdoor
service with carols on the Alexander Field)
6.00pm - Nine Lessons & Carols via Zoom
6.00pm - Carol Service via Zoom
5.00pm - Crib Service via Zoom
11.30pm - Midnight Mass
9.30am - Christmas Communion
11.00am - Christmas Service via Zoom
10.00am - Patronal Festival (with choir)
11.00am - Zoom Service of the Word
9.30am - Holy Communion with Choir
11.00am - Zoom Service of the Word
8.30am - Holy Communion (BCP)
11.00am - Zoom Service of the Word
11.00am - Zoom Service of the Word
10.00am - Team Communion with Choir
at Heytesbury

VILLAGE & SURROUNDINGS DIARY
December
Thur 17

HELLOS, FAREWELLS & CONGRATULATIONS
We welcome Mark & Maria Bairstow and their children
Grace & Alexander who have moved from Salisbury to
Chalk Hill House in Hill Road and Sophie Lorier from
Yeovil who is renting Pink Cottage Lodge in Duck Street
for a few months.
We also welcome David and Caroline Hobbs into their
new home at Haycombe Hill Farm, having moved about 50
yards from Haycombe Hill Cottage, which has been their
temporary home while their new one was being built. Sadly
Caroline's 98 year old mother, Shelagh Foster, who these
pages welcomed back in June after many years in India,
didn't live to see the move. She passed away in mid
August.
The village says a very fond farewell and a huge thank
you to Rachael Brotherton for her contribution to our
school. Assessed by OFSTED in 2010 as Outstanding, it
has remained at that level in large part due to her efforts
over the last 18 years, 11 of which have been as Head. We
wish her well in her move to the Dorset coast.
We congratulate SV School parent Jen Gale and her
family for being awarded the Greenest Family Award for
their sustainable approach to the environment.

Sat 19
Mon 21
Thur 24
January
Fri 1
Tue 5
Sat 9
Wed 20
Mon 25
February
Fri 12

Start of Friends of Church Village Walk
Quiz
Carol Singing around the village
Shortest Day/Saturn & Jupiter
convergence
Advent Treasure Hunt winners notified
Dry January starts?
SV School term starts
Village Walk Quiz answers available
Codford Gardening Club AGM (online)
Burns Night
Chinese New Year (Year of the Ox)

NEWSLETTER CONTACT DETAILS & NEXT EDITION
Please send all items for the February Newsletter as well
as letters & comments to the co-editors, Richard Jackman
& Sue Hall, by Fri 15th January latest using the
Newsletter email svvhnewsletter@gmail.com or by
phone on 01985 840899.

