
LOCKDOWN LIFTING & THE CHRISTMAS PRESENT
WE'VE ALL BEEN WAITING FOR. A VACCINE .........
PERHAPS.
Just when we might have been indulging in a bit of Tier 1
smugness here in the South West, Lockdown 2 came from
left field to put a complete dampener on any plans we
might have had for a Rule of Six compliant bonfire party on
5th November and much else that we might have had
planned for the next four weeks. That all happened after
last month's Newsletter went to press and this one has
been pulled together with everything crossed that the
lockdown will end on 2nd December and that the
pandemic's progress permits some sort of Christmas, even
though the virus is unlikely to take a break over the
holidays.
This lockdown may have felt
different to the last, but the
need to look out for our
neighbours, and in particular
for those who might be
shielding, is the same. It's
good to see that the
Community Support Group
have stood up once again to
lend a hand where needed.
Richard Fitzgerald-Lombard
has written to the Newsletter
expressing his support for the
proposed 20mph limit through
the centre of the village and, as can be seen from the
Parish Council report, the issue will go out for consultation
once the survey has been conducted. In the meantime let
the Newsletter know if you have strong views in favour or
against the scheme.

After October's spectacular but, by a whisker, not record
breaking rain, the footpaths became fairly churned up.
Thanks to the improvement in the weather, and also in part
to the summer's guerrilla gardeners, they remain passable
and this month will see not one but two spurs to meander
around our local network. Early in the month it will be Mary
and Joseph that you need to look out for as part of the
church's Advent Treasure Hunt, and then over the
Christmas Holidays the Friends of the Church will be
teasing you with a more secular Village Walking Quiz.
Hopefully early in the New Year you will get the chance to
give your opinion on the plans for improving the facilities in
the church in order to make it a more useful building for the
whole village community, and before then you can remind

yourself about its charm in its
current configuration while
flicking a duster or wielding a
hoover when the Big Church
Clean takes place on
Saturday 12th December.
There will be room to maintain
social distancing but it may be
the closest thing to a social
gathering this side of 2021!

And finally, as well as being
the shortest day, December
21st is also when Jupiter (the
really bright one) and Saturn
will conjoin, having converged

during early December in the western sky shortly after
sunset. For good measure, the young moon will sweep
past them. Perfect for photographers and a handy
headmark if you happen to be a wise man from the East.
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Sutton Veny fly past ... and fly past ... and fly past ...

COMMUNITY SUPPORT GROUP
The Community Support Group continues to be available
to help those members of our community who may be in
need as a result of COVID-19 restrictions. If anyone in the
village needs support or advice then we can still be
contacted on the number below or via email
suttonvenycommunity@gmail.com. We currently don't
provide regular prescription collection services but will step
up this capability again should the need arise.

Ali Wigham - Coordinator, Sutton Veny Community
01985 841661

WILTSHIRE TEST & TRACE
Readers will have heard that the outsourced NHS National
Test & Trace service has struggled to meet satisfactory
performance levels. Wiltshire Council is now
supplementing this with a local service, which may prove
to be more effective ... providing people pick up the phone.
So, if you receive a call from 0300 456 0100 don't screen it
out. Pick up.

mailto:suttonvenycommunity@gmail.com


VILLAGE HALL MATTERS
With Covid restrictions as they are, the scope to offer the
hall for hiring out is extremely limited and therefore the
school remains its exclusive user. This will be kept under
review by the trustees as the situation evolves.

Throughout this period the school caretaker, Toby Colin,
has kept a watchful eye on the hall and also very kindly
undertaken a number of minor repair tasks for which the
trustees are most grateful.

The next meeting of the management committee is
planned for 2nd February. This gives you plenty of time to
find out more about what would be involved should one of
your New Year's resolutions be to give something back to
your community by becoming a trustee!

CHURCH MATTERS
A routine PCC meeting took place via Zoom on 19th
November under the chairmanship of Brian Long. With just
five faces on the screen it
was another stark
reminder that the PCC is
very small and for its
long term health needs
to grow. With no
Secretary, Electoral Roll
officer, Lay Pastoral
Assistant and a vacancy
looming as Churchwarden
(we should have two) the
load on the existing
members grows. Some
offers of help would be
very much appreciated.
Following the presentation
given at the Annual Church
Meeting at which a phased
approach was set out to
improve the church's
facilitiies, the PCC are
taking further advice from
the church architect about the various components and
their sequencing. The elements in play include the
installation of a toilet and kitchen together with localised
heating in the rear of the church, an upgrade to the heating
in the remainder of the church and also the creation of an
enclosed space. The architect's response will help inform
the questionnaire that will go out to the village community
to elicit their views before any plans are finalised.

The second lockdown prevented a full Remembrance
Service taking place on 8th November but a small
ceremony with wreath laying took place beside the war
memorial at 11am on the 11th. At the same time, the
children from the school laid silk poppies provided by the
Geraldton Returned Services League (RSL) in Australia on
the Commonwealth War Graves.

The Big Church Clean had to be postponed from the
28th November until a post lockdown date of Saturday
12th December. This is everyone's chance to help the
regular cleaning crew to give the church some extra love.
Do come along with your own mug (and your preferred
cleaning tool too!).

Blatantly plagiarising an initiative by Upton Lovell, plans
are afoot for an Advent Treasure Hunt. From 30th
November through to Christmas start looking out for
pictures of Mary & Joseph around the village. On each will
be a piece of scripture or a poem to reflect on. Some will
also have a clue. For adults this will be an anagram or a
riddle which, when solved, will give the name of a
Christmas carol or song. For children there will be a colour
coded letter which, when sorted by colour can make four
words associated with the meaning of Christmas. Fuller
instructions and an entry form can be obtained via the
Newsletter email address/contact details. There will be
some prizes for winners and these will be given out on
Christmas Eve.

MEMORIAL
Annabel Elliott recounts a moving experience at the church
on 8th November. She writes:
This evening, at sunset, I was standing at the Church

Gate ... I saw a soldier, in
combat dress, march up
to the War Memorial. He
saluted … placed a cross
upon the Memorial …
stood back … saluted and
stood there for some
moments ... before
smartly turning away and
marching off towards the
Alexander Field.
The soldier I watched
thought he was on his
own and yet his marching
and saluting were the best
I have ever seen.
It turns out that he was
representing the Royal
Wiltshire Yeomanry and
because there is no
parade this year, each
soldier had been asked by
the Commanding Officer

to place a cross on the grave or memorial of a soldier. The
wording on the cross read:

Hubert S. Pickford of the Royal Wiltshire Yeomanry
killed in the line of duty during the First World War

It was, I have to say, a most moving few moments and I
am so glad I was there to witness one soldier’s excellent
gesture of thanks and respect to another.

FRIENDS OF SUTTON VENY CHURCH
Support for our church building and
churchyard from the village as a whole needs
to be strong in order for the trustees to
successfully apply to grant giving bodies. Our
membership list is growing but needs to be
longer.
It costs just £10 per year to become a
Friend and applications can be found on the Friends page
of the village website or from the Secretary via email
(info.fosvchurch@gmail.com). If you're not already a
member, don't be surprised if trustees engage you in



conversation on this topic!
Covid restrictions have put a dampener on fundraising
events that involve gathering but aWalking Quiz around
the village is planned for the Christmas holidays. For a
small outlay a list of questions will be provided to keep you
and your family amused, test your knowledge, powers of
observation and perhaps your grey matter too. The quiz
sheets will be available from 17th December and,
subject to lockdown constraints, can be purchased for £5
from The Woolpack or Meadow Cottage, 62 Duck Street.

PARISH COUNCIL REPORT

The November meeting of the Parish Council took place on
Thursday 5th November via the WebEx platform, with six
Councillors, County Councillor Fleur DeRhe Phillipe and
one member of the public present.

An update on the application for a 20mph zone in the High
Street was given. The first step in this process is the traffic
survey, which will be carried out by Wiltshire Council. We
have been informed that it is unlikely that this will happen
until the New Year. The results will then dictate whether or
not a reduction in the speed limit is viable. If it is, a public
consultation will take place prior to any changes.

The walkers among you may have noticed that the dog
waste bin along the track at the back of the Alexander
Memorial Field has been removed. This was taken away
by the contractors that empty the bin on behalf of Wiltshire
Council due to damage. As a result of budget cuts,
Wiltshire Council will not replace the bin, but the Parish
Council is looking into doing this. In the meantime, please
do not leave bags there. Use the bins at the Village Hall
car park, at Chapel Drain or take them home with you.

The next meeting will take place on Thursday 3rd
December; the agenda will be published on the village
website ahead of the meeting and please let the Clerk
know (melissaatyeo@btinternet.com) if you would like to
join us.

THE "CHICKENPOX" WALK

Denise Broomfield takes a break from her series of walks
over the adjacent hills to explore Shearwater Lake (3
miles). She writes:

Back in January 1998 I had a husband, a three year old
and a new baby all with chicken pox. It was a long month!
One day Jenny and Graham Shingleton knocked on the
door and invited me out for a walk. “We have a spare
pushchair” they said as the three year old was still largely
off his legs ... so off we went to Shearwater.

Here is the walk:

Park in the main carpark. Cross the road and walk along the
road which runs past the café on your right and alongside the
lake. When you reach the Sailing Club premises you will see
three paths; one to your right, one straight on and one a little
further round the bend with a white gate across it; take that
path. The path continues up hill for about half a mile. At the
top of the hill take the path which veers slightly to the left. At
the T junction take the left fork. This path runs alongside the
perimeter of Centre Parcs for about a mile. The smell of the
pine trees is lovely along this path.

At the end of the path you will see gates to Centre Parcs
on your right. Turn left along the road for about 400m and
then take the path on your left. Follow this path for half a
mile. At the end of the path turn left onto the road. You will
now be walking back towards the lake. You will see Little
Shearwater on your right which is a good place for dogs or
small children to enjoy a paddle. Go round the white gate
and continue on the little road which runs along the side of
the lake. Follow this right of the way round, past the initial
path you took, past the Sailing Club and back to your car.

MOBILE LIBRARY
Wiltshire Mobile Libraries apologise that they were unable
to operate from the start of recent lockdown. The situation
will be regularly reviewed. For the latest situation regarding
Wiltshire Libraries (including the mobile library) please
check www.wiltshire.gov.uk/libraries-news

THE NEW WOOLPACK!

Abbie & Tim Smith and the Woolie team very much hope
that they will be able to welcome you back into The
Woolpack to resume their successful post lockdown 1 and
pre lockdown 2 service of delicious simple meals, cakes,
coffees as well as beer and wine, including Tim's well
stocked wine shop.
Until the lockdown lifts or if it continues, please keep
supporting your local pub by using their takeaway menu.

SUTTON VENY MONTHLY RAINFALL
kindly recorded by Peter Strangeways

October (record breaking!) rainfall: 180mm* (7.1in)
October average (10 yrs): 107.4mm (4.1in)

Range: 36.5-180mm (0.6-4.6in)
* Less than Dec 2011 but more than Apr 2012 by just

0.3mm

http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/libraries-news


WARMINSTER FOOD BANK
Thank you to all those who have donated food into the
box in the church porch over the last months. The need
continues to grow and it is wonderful that Sutton Veny is
responding. I am always happy to collect food if people are
unable to get to the church and please also remember that
if you shop in the main Warminster supermarkets you can
make your donation there in the receptacles provided.

Caroline Jackman 01985 840899

WORD PERFECT

More etymological (and topical) gems from Countdown's
'Dictionary Corner' queen Susie Dent (who is also the
daughter of a Sutton Veny villager).

'Snollygoster': one who abandons all integrity in favour of
power; 'autolatry': self-worship; placing oneself at the
centre of the universe in every situation (any person doing
so is an 'autolater’);'bloviate': to sound off with empty
rhetoric; to speak windily with little or no substance.
Performed by a 'bloviator: a blower of hot air.

HELLOS, FAREWELLS & CONGRATULATIONS

We welcome Vera Moore from South Africa to her new
home at 2 Everett Close, Christine & Jon Houchin who
have moved from near Gillingham into 8 Greenhill, Henry
& Camilla Collins together with their young family who
have moved from Wylye into 6 Sheppard's Close and also
James and Andrea Ford who, together with their twin 6
year old daughters, have moved from Frome into 2 Pine
Cottages on the Tytherington Road.

SUTTON VENY CHURCH SERVICES

The church has remained open for private prayer on
Wednesday mornings and Saturday afternoons but sadly
real Sunday morning and evening services have been
suspended once again during the recent lockdown. The
hope is that it will end on 2nd December and the
programme will resume in selected churches within the
benefice. Visit the Upper Wylye Valley Team website
(upperwylyevalleyteam.com) for the latest details.

Sunday worship continues to be held at 11am on
Zoom using a link obtainable from the Rector via
upperwylyevalleyteam@gmail.com

Services at Sutton Veny and other special Team services
via Zoom this month are as follows:

December
Sun 13 9.30am - Holy Communion (with choir)
Sun 20 8.30am - Holy Communion (BCP)

6.00pm - Christmas Celebration
Sun 15 8.30am - Holy Communion
(Tue 22 6.00pm - Nine Lessons & Carols via

Zoom)
(Wed 23 6.00pm - Carol Service via Zoom)
Thur 24 11.30pm - Midnight Mass
Fri 25 9.30am - Christmas Communion
Sun 27 10.00am - Patronal Festival (with choir)
January
Sun 10 9.30am Holy Communion
Sun 8.30am Holy Communion

VILLAGE & SURROUNDINGS DIARY
November
Sat 28 Warminster Christmas Lights
December
Tue 1 Start of Advent Treasure Hunt
Sat 12 10.00am - Church Big Clean
Thur 17 Start of Friends of Church Village Walk

Quiz
January
Wed 20 Codford Gardening Club AGM (online)

NEWSLETTER CONTACT DETAILS & NEXT EDITION

Please send all items for the January Newsletter as well as
letters & comments to the co-editors, Richard Jackman &
Sue Hall, by Fri 11th December latest using the
Newsletter email svvhnewsletter@gmail.com or by
phone on 01985 840899.

Heather Stanley's Pickles,
Plants & Lavender

Your Christmas presents solved!

Pickled Onions - Catering £6.50 &
670g £2.50. Smaller jars available.

Pickled Eggs to order (3 wks to mature)

Hyacinth Bowls - orders taken for December

Lavender Bags - Packs of 3 £1.80 and £2 (Xmas and
ordinary designs. Ideal for posting)

Ring Heather on 01985 840536

https://upperwylyevalleyteam.com/worship/services/

