
MISTS, MELLOW FRUITFULNESS & MOVINGS ON
Writing this introduction on a particularly wet day, your
editors are reminded that early October saw biblical rain in
the form of Storm Alex, and the wettest day in the UK since
records began in 1891. Our own village records don’t go
back quite that far, but thanks to Peter Strangeways we
have a ten year record and next month’s Newsletter will
show just how wet October was. Here’s hoping November
will bring less rain because, as we all know, getting outside
is so important and we are so lucky to live in such a
beautiful part of the world with
easy access to good walks.
Denise Broomfield has kindly
shared another walk local walk in
this month’s issue – we hope you
enjoy!
November would normally see
one of the biggest village
gatherings for Bonfire Night with
our annual fireworks display but
sadly, COVID restrictions mean
that this year’s event, like many
others, has had to be cancelled.
We hope that readers will be able
to celebrate safely at home with
displays in their own gardens to
bring a bit of sparkle and cheer.
The following Sunday – 8th
November – will see the annual
service of Remembrance taking
place outside the church to allow for social distancing and
we hope the weather will be kind to all who attend.
Walking down the High Street to the Church or up to The
Woolpack can, as we know, be dangerous and we await
the results of a survey to be carried out by Wiltshire
Council to see if the High Street is eligible for a 20mph
speed limit. With no pavement and at times a high volume
of traffic, it seems sensible that this is imposed but how far
along the High Street might it stretch? Your views are
important and could help shape the outcome. Do let us
know what you think.
Talking of which – your views that is - would there be
interest in hiring the Codford Apple Press next year? This
year has seen a glut of apples and it seems a shame to
waste them when they could easily be made into juice. Let
us know and we could all be drinking our very own locally
made apple juice next year – something to look forward to!
There is good news for the Church in that the Friends have
recently received two large donations that will help
enormously with plans to improve the heating and facilities
to help its utility as a community space. With the Village
Hall being entirely used by the school during the pandemic,

this seems an excellent idea. See the report inside for
more and don’t forget that all are welcome to join the
annual Big Church Clean on 28th November at 10am.
Some sad news from the school in that Rachael Brotherton
is to step down as Headteacher at the end of the year.
Rachael has been at the school for some 18 years, as a
brilliant teacher first and as Head for the last 11 years. We
are so fortunate that she has been a part of our village
school, and has touched the lives of so many young
children. We wish her well with her move to the Dorset

coast.
All change on the Village Hall
Committee too as one of your
co-editors has stood down as
Chairman after five years at
the helm. Richard Jackman is
to be replaced by Alan Russell
- aka the village Drugs Mule
due to his prescription
collection duties during the
Covid lockdown. We thank
Richard for giving so much of
his time over the past few
years and wish Alan and all the
Trustees well; it is the Village
Hall that pays for this
Newsletter after all.
So as the days get shorter and
the nights longer, (and who
knows where we will be with

Covid restrictions), we all need reasons to be cheerful.
Stourhead Christmas winter illuminations open at the end
of the month and if last year’s display was anything to go
by, it will be well worth a visit.
Stay well, stay positive - we'll get through this strange
period, whatever comes our way.

VILLAGE HALL MATTERS
The annual meeting took place on 13th October via Zoom.
Disappointingly no members of the public 'attended'. All
trustees were able to take part, with those who do not have
access to the internet joining at the homes of others who
do.

In his Chairman's report to the AGM Richard Jackman
gave an account of the Hall's fortunes under the two main
headings of continuity and change, noting that the first and
second six month periods were very different as a result of
Covid-19. The full report will be available as part of the
minutes of the meeting but in summary it conveyed that the
Hall is in a good material and financial state. In closing,
Richard Jackman confirmed that, as indicated at the 2019
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AGM, he intended to step down as Chairman and thanked
his fellow trustees for their efforts both in the past year but
also during his five year tenure.

Julian Stapleton, Treasurer, presented the accounts
confirming the Hall's healthy financial position, due in
significant part to the grant recently received from Wiltshire
Council as compensation for lost revenue during the
ongoing pandemic.

All trustees stated their willingness to continue to serve on
the management committee for a further year in their
existing roles with Sue Gorwill stepping up to fill the role of
Secretary that has been vacant for several years.

At the follow-on meeting of the trustees, Alan Russell was
proposed as the new Chairman and this was
unanimously agreed by all present.

Alan has asked for his following statement to be included
in this edition:

I want to thank Richard for his amazing commitment, and
drive in keeping the Hall operational.
Richard has been the Chair of our Village Hall for some
years, heading a small group of people who have assisted
in one role or another on the Village Hall committee as a
Trustee giving selflessly their time, effort and commitment.
The Village Hall adds value to the Parish, not only as a
resource, but if you come to sell your house the Village
Hall will be listed along with our school, church and
businesses as an asset and reason to buy here.
Currently with the Covid situation, access to the Hall is
restricted and I hope everyone understands that our
priority is to support the school which requires sole use of
the Hall as a teaching space.
Finally, if you feel you might enjoy the challenge of
ensuring the Village Hall remains an amazing resource,
please come forward and join the committee giving as
much time as you can afford.

CHURCH MATTERS

The Annual Church Meeting, chaired by Revd Trudy
Hobson, took place in the church on 20th October and was
well attended. Because the meeting had been deferred
from April reports covering an 18 month period were
delivered. The existing PCC agreed to continue to stand as
did Brian Long as Churchwarden. However he gave notice
that he intends to step down at the end of this church year.
Tributes were paid to Rachael Brotherton for the links she
has fostered between church and school. Andrew Crisp,
Treasurer, painted as up beat a picture of the church's
finance as he could but nevertheless a deficit budget is
planned for next year and this will be realised unless the
level of giving into church funds improves.

On the other hand, the meeting heard that the donations to
The Friends of the Church (a separate charity) are such
that the plans to improve the heating and install a toilet and
catering arrangements can proceed, hopefully at pace. To
this end Annabel Elliott delivered a presentation setting out
the current status and plans for the project. Since the
additional facilities are intended to improve the church's
utility as a building for the whole community the
intention is to share the presentation more widely and to

link it to a village-wide survey.

The schedule for Christmas services is being developed
such that all who wish to attend can do so without social
distancing rules being compromised. Before that, the
Remembrance Sunday service on 8th November will
be held outside.
Finally, on Saturday 28th November its everyone's
chance to help the regular cleaning crew as part of the Big
Church Clean. Come along with your own mug (and your
preferred cleaning tool too!) and help give the church some
love.

FRIENDS OF SUTTON VENY CHURCH
In the now immortal words of Brenda from
Bristol "You're joking - not another one!". In
this instance they relate not to the prospect of
an impending general election but to the welcome news of
another very significant, anonymous donation to the
Friends of the Church.
The trustees are absolutely delighted that these two large
donations have arrived at a time when the project to
improve the church's facilities is really beginning to pick up
pace and feel that The Friends are now in a position to
start applying to national grant giving bodies for substantial
financial support. Meanwhile, it is still very important to
increase and widen the membership through regular
donations, which will demonstrate our long term
commitment. Membership costs just £10 per year and
applications can be found on the Friends page of the
village website or from the Secretary via email
(info.fosvchurch@gmail.com).
Working on the premise that fundraising can also be fun,
the challenge is to work up ideas for events or activities
that will be enjoyable, raise some money and be compliant
with whatever Covid regulations are in force at the time.
With no plans for anything in November but with the
Christmas holidays in their sights, the trustees are
brainstorming ideas that readers will hopefully see
materialise in the next edition. A treasure hunt, (small)
group walks, lip-sync carol singers, a cross-country run
and a charity car wash are just some of the options in the
mix. If you have a good idea, and particularly if you
would be prepared to organise it, then speak up!

PARISH COUNCIL REPORT

The October meeting of the Parish Council took place on
1st October via Zoom.

Plans for improvements to the play area continue.We
need to raise in the region of £20,000 in grant funding
to add to the contribution from the Parish Council to be
able to afford the kind of equipment we would like.

Another project currently in the pipeline is a village map,
possibly to be sited in Pound Piece. However, we are still
in the process of costing this project.

Cllr Russell is kindly making preparations for the Christmas
tree on the Village Green. Sadly there will be no gathering
or carol singing when the lights are switched on, but we
hope that you all still enjoy seeing the tree on your way in
and out of the village.



The next meeting will take place on Thursday 5th
November at 7pm & all are welcome to attend. Please
contact the Clerk (melissaatyeo@btinternet.com) to
register interest. The agenda will be published on the
village website ahead of the meeting.

NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL
Headteacher, Rachael Brotherton writes:
It is with a heavy heart, that after 18 years of service to the
school, I am writing to inform you that in January 2021 I will
be relocating to the Dorset Coast, and leaving my position
as Headteacher of Sutton Veny CofE Primary School.
Sutton Veny is a very unique and special place, and the
staff, children and parents that I have had the pleasure of
working with over the years, will always hold a special
place in my heart. I joined the staff team as a teacher 18
years ago, and throughout this time the children and staff
that I have worked with have provided endless delight and
inspiration. I will miss them all very much.
Eleven years ago, I was delighted to be appointed
Headteacher and I will be forever grateful for the trust and
belief that the Governors, Local Authority and Diocese
have placed in me throughout this time, and the privilege I
have had leading such a wonderful school. I will leave with
fond memories of my time here and am extremely proud of
the outcomes, achievements and successes we have
celebrated together over the years.
The governors, Local Authority and Diocese are working
closely together, behind the scenes, on a succession plan.
Over the years, we have grown a strong team of leaders
and teachers, never more so than the current team of
experienced staff that we have in school. It is both a
privilege and pleasure to work alongside them and see the
care, dedication and support they give to the children and
the school each day.
May I take this opportunity to personally thank those in the
Village who have supported and encouraged me during my
time at the school. It has been a pleasure to work within
the community and I wish you, and the school, every
success for the future.

LOCAL WALKS: SCRATCHBURY HILL ROUND ROUTE
(approx. 1.5 miles, strenuous)

Continuing her series of walks over our nearby hills,
Denise Broomfield writes:

Join the Warminster road from the Heytesbury roundabout

and turn right soon after the left turn to Norton Bavant. Cross
the railway to a small car park just inside the wood ahead of
you.

From the car park take the track through the wood - there are
two, one to the left and one to the right of your car. You can
take either. This is a lovely beech wood. Follow the track until
you emerge into an open field and turn up the hill passing
Robert Sullivan-Tailyour’s memorial mounting block by the
first gate. The path takes you diagonally to your right and to
the top of the hill.

At the crest , turn left andwalk up onto Scratchbury Hill - a hill
fort that you canwalk around. Choosewhichway you'd like to
goandadmire theviews. If youare inabitmoreof a rush, take
the path which goes straight across the hill fort. At the
opposite side of the hill to which you entered you will see a
path which takes you down a steep hill and on to the road.
Take this path. It is steep and it can be slippery in the wet, so
be careful! Onceat the road turn left and follow the road to the
car park.

You can reverse the route which gives you a steep climb up
on to Scratchbury (and it is pretty steep) and then you return
through the wood.

This is a goodwalk for getting rid of a “hump” of badmoodand
if you take the steep route up you can have extra cake when
you get home!

THE NEW WOOLPACK!
Abbie Smith writes:
We have been open again
now for just over four weeks and it’s been heartwarming to
welcome back customers old and new from our village and
further afield. We thank you for your continued support and
please follow us on social media or keep an eye out for our
black board for upcoming events and additions to what we
have to offer.

Our Friday night tapas is proving very popular! We take
bookings so even if you just want to pop in for a morning
coffee or a cup of tea in the afternoon we are happy to
book a table to guarantee you a place or alternatively you
are more than welcome to just stop on by!

Not forgetting our wine shop where our pricing is very
competitive and Tim assures me there will be some
Christmas showstoppers!

We are open all day Wednesday & Thursday 9am-7pm;
Friday 9am-9pm; Saturday 10am-7pm.

We look forward to welcoming you all.

Tim, Abbie and the Woolie team

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY COLLECTION
Unfortunately there will be no house to house poppy
collection this year due to covid restrictions. The RBL,
like most charities, is suffering from a lack of fundraising

SUTTON VENY MONTHLY RAINFALL
kindly recorded by Peter Strangeways

September rainfall: 42.5mm (1.6in)
September average (10 yrs): 659.5mm (2.3in)

Range: 14.5-116mm (0.6-4.6in)

Looking into the plain between Middle & Scratchbury Hills



opportunities in the current crisis so please check out their
website www.britishlegion.org.uk and help in any way you
can, either by donating or by fundraising. They are
suggesting an 11/11 Challenge, ie baking 11 cupcakes,
knitting 11 poppies for 11 friends etc. There are lots more
ideas on the website. In the meantime, you can buy your
poppy in The Woolpack.

WARMINSTER FOOD BANK
A huge thank you to all those that have donated food
to the box in the church porch over the last months. As
winter draws in and more people are struggling to cope it
would be wonderful if we could double the donations
from Sutton Veny. I am always happy to collect food if
people are unable to get to the church.

Caroline Jackman 01985 840899

WORD PERFECT
Susie Dent, the longtime queen of TV show Countdown's
'Dictionary Corner' and also a famous daughter of a Sutton
Veny villager, has just produced a new book.Word Perfect
is described as an etymological entertainment for every
day of the year.

The entry for 21st October is an an Elizabethan word,
'shotclog'. Described as a companion in the tavern who is
only tolerated because they are buying the next round.

MOSAIC WORKSHOPS
The Newsletter has been contacted by Emma Abel. As a
professional mosaicist she focuses on critically
endangered species, aiming to provide a small platform for

exquisite yet threatened wildlife. She works with local as
well as national conservation charities such as Wiltshire
Wildlife Trust and TUSK.

Emma runs weekly workshops in Chitterne and will be
focussing on Christmas gifts in November and December.
If you are interested in attending or commissioning a piece,
please visit her website www.abelmosaics.com or call on
07411107916.

HELLOS, FAREWELLS & CONGRATULATIONS

We welcome Charlotte & Andrew Bartlett who have
moved into Greenhill Gardens after a period living in
Belgium

Sadly, we bid a final farewell to Andrew (Tim) Guerri who
passed away on 18th September and send condolences to
his wife, Stella, children and grandchildren.

SUTTON VENY CHURCH SERVICES

Real Sunday morning and evening services are now being
held in selected churches within the benefice. Visit the
Upper Wylye Valley Team website (upperwylyevalleyteam.com)
for the latest details.

Sunday worship continues to be held at 11am on
Zoom using a link obtainable from the Rector via
upperwylyevalleyteam@gmail.com

Services at Sutton Veny this month are as follows:

Sun 1 3.00pm - All Souls' Service
Sun 8 10.45am - Remembrance Service
Sun 15 8.30am - Holy Communion
Sun 29 9.30am - Holy Communion (Team Service

- Advent Sunday)

VILLAGE & SURROUNDINGS DIARY

Sat 7 Bonfire & Fireworks Night (cancelled)
Fri 13 Children in Need Appeal
Sun 22 Stir Up Sunday
Fri 27 Christmas at Stourhead winter

illuminations
Sat 28 10.00am - Church Big Clean

Warminster Christmas Lights

NEWSLETTER CONTACT DETAILS & NEXT EDITION

Please send all items for the December Newsletter as well
as letters & comments to the co-editors, Richard Jackman
& Sue Hall, by Fri 20th November latest using the
Newsletter email svvhnewsletter@gmail.com or by
phone on 01985 840899.

CODFORD GARDENING CLUB

17th November: Mr Stanley will be delivering his
Marvellous Muck. If you haven’t already put your
names down, please ring J on 01985 850724 asap.

18th November: Christine Stones on India, the Two
way Trade Treasures of the Plant Hunters and the
Establishment of European Gardens on the Sub
Continent.

Karen Johnstone 01985 850

NEW SALON IN SUTTON VENY
Elaine, from Eclipse Hairstylist, owned
and ran a very successful salon in
Warminster for 15 years. She has now
relocated to a beautiful new salon at 10
Walnut Close that has adjacent parking.

She looks forward to welcoming new clients from Sutton
Veny and surrounding villages. Contact her to make an
appointment on 841168 or 07804 145149

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk/
http://www.abelmosaics.com/
https://upperwylyevalleyteam.com/worship/services/

