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FROM LOCKDOWN TO LIMBOLAND
As the lockdown is eased by degrees - so many different
degrees that most of us are now thoroughly confused
about what we can and cannot do - we can nevertheless
sense a return towards a new normal. The school, which
never stopped for key workers, is back for all pupils, but
with conditions; real church is back, but with conditions; the
return of that vital third pillar of our village - The Woolpack is still eagerly awaited.

on Sat 29th August and the Light Illusion woodland
walks on the evenings of 1st to 8th August.
The Saturday Produce Stall at 10.30 on Saturday
mornings is going strong and is generally well attended by
the same relatively small group of stalwarts who turn out
for all village events. Snapping up some fresh produce and
delicious baking bargains as well as a good chat should not
be just for the few. Sutton Veny is a village of about 800
people. Where are you all?

As these organisations regain their feet, the time has come
The Produce Stall gathering is a good place to catch up on
for the Community Support organisation manned by a
what's going on in the village, but so too is the new Forum
group of wonderful volunteers and coordinated by Ali
area on the village website. A summary of the latest
Wigham to step down. They do so
Parish Council meeting goes into this
with our grateful thanks and the
Newsletter but the Forum provides far more
fond hope that they will not be
detail about the working of our Parish Council
needed again ... at least for a
as well as a wide range of other topics that
while. And as they step back we
you can contribute to. Subscribe to be
should all remember those whose
notified of new activity or just visit it from time
caring role is continuous. Carer
to time to see what has been posted.
Support Wiltshire, the charity
A fun element of lockdown has been the
that supports unpaid carers in
scarecrows that have popped up around the
Wiltshire, has launched a ‘Time
village. Let's hope that the existing group of
for Carers Appeal’ to raise money
scarecrow makers are augmented by many
to allow carers to take a break.
others to make the Heroes and Villains
We await the big reveal!
Visit carersupportwiltshire.co.uk/
Scarecrow Trail over the August Bank
timeforcarers/ to donate to this
Holiday
weekend
a great success. See the Parish Council
very worthwhile cause.
article for details of how to sign up.
An unwelcome returner to these pages is some recent
Finally a reminder that this Newsletter comes to you each
activity in the planning application for the intensive poultry
month courtesy of the Village Hall Committee, who fund its
unit on land adjacent to the Deverill Road trading estate.
production and a group of volunteers who deliver it. Wendy
The situation remains murky but read the Spitting
Case has delivered to her patch at the top of the village
Feathers article for more detail.
around Imby Close, the Common and the Nursing Home
After so many postponements and cancellations, it's good
for several years. We thank her for her service and are
to see some events being advertised that might actually go
most grateful that Daisy Waters has volunteered to take the
ahead in the coming month or so. See the advertisements
task on.
for details of the Friends of the Church Summer Party
PLEASE NOTE: No Newsletter in September

SUTTON VENY COMMUNITY SUPPORT GROUP
Things have definitely quietened off in the village with the
group receiving only one request for support over the last
month. As we continue to return to whatever the new
normal will be, we're going to be looking at the future of the
support group (numbering over 30 people) and how best to
maintain its capabilities 'in hibernation' so they can be
stood up again swiftly should they be needed. For now, I
will continue to monitor the email and phone line should
those still shielding need assistance but this will likely be
turned off over the summer.
I'd like to thank all the amazing volunteers in the village for
their selfless support and community spirit over the last few
months. We couldn't have done this without you!
Ali Wigham
Coordinator, Sutton Veny Community
01985 841661
SPITTING FEATHERS
After an ominous silence on this front for
many months Will Owen reports the
latest (not good) news:
The planning permission W/11/02440/
FUL for the poultry farm is due to expire
on 24th August this year.
Just as we thought the whole thing had
been forgotten about, the applicants have hurriedly
submitted several documents which they claim will satisfy
the many conditions attached to the planning permission.
These documents are not for public consultation, but we do
hope that, once considered, they will be published.
The deadline for the decision of the planners on these
documents is set as 5th August 2020. Many of the
conditions set in the planning permission were complex
and onerous, particularly the conditions relating to the
extraction fan design, and we remain hopeful that the
planners will rigorously apply these conditions when they
consider this matter. We would like to thank Fleur De Rhe
Philipe for her help in chasing up this matter with the
planning department.

updated to ensure there is capacity enough for present and
future usage (for efficient heating and lighting systems).
It is indeed a delight that we had our first live service on
12th July and that the Year 6 leavers of Sutton Veny
School have rightly enjoyed a final celebration in the
church at which they were all presented with a churchdonated bible.
FRIENDS OF SUTTON VENY CHURCH
As the presses roll on this edition, the
revised timing for the Outdoor Summer
Party on Saturday 29th August from 11am
during the late August Bank Holiday
weekend continues to hold. The plan
remains to combine the Summer Party with
the Produce Stall and the fond hope is that,
within the constraints of social distancing, some other
elements (including some children's activities) from the
cancelled Flower Show may provide some added
attractions. Watch notice boards for details nearer the time.
Everyone is welcome to come along to this event which
provides an opportunity to say thank you to existing
members of The Friends and to all those who support St
John's through their efforts, as well as to encourage new
members to join.
Though outdoor events may be viable, the trustees, in
discussion with Michael Lunts, have decided to postpone
into 2021 the ‘Tickling the Ivories’ concert that was to
be held in the church on 12th September.
These events and the continued drive to increase our
membership take place in order to raise funds that will
support the PCC's plans to widen the utility of the church.
The ongoing pandemic and the school's increased use of
the Village Hall has emphasised the need for the church to
fulfil a role as a space for use by the whole village
community.
Decisions on how best to achieve these aims are taken by
the trustees. With very grateful thanks for his
significant efforts in helping to establish The Friends,
Peter Hopkins has now stood down and a female
perspective in the form of Tori Mossop makes a
welcome addition to the charity's governing body.

We are told that there is some legislation going through
parliament shortly, which, if passed, will extend planning
permissions by a further six months, as a result of lockdown, which would mean this permission would expire at
the end of February 2021.

PARISH COUNCIL REPORT

CHURCH MATTERS

The end of year accounts for 2019/20 were inspected and
approved and are now available to inspect on the village
website.

Annabel Elliott invites readers to
WATCH THIS SPACE ... and inside our Church
As this edition of the Village Newsletter is for August and
September, we wanted to tell you that during lockdown the
PCC was communicating via Zoom. Progress is slow
perhaps, but it is sure, and recently a garden has provided
a welcome meeting place – properly distanced of course!
When the October edition is published, we look forward to
passing on positive news of our progress with the WC and
kitchen and providing a more flexible and useable space at
the back of the church.
Meanwhile the church electrical distribution panel will be

A meeting via the Zoom platform took place on 16th July,
Cllrs King (Chair), Lusty, Morris, Russell and Wilson were
present.

There was much discussion on the play area, now reopened. Sadly the infant swing is now broken and we are
looking at a replacement as soon as possible. The Parish
Council are also looking at the removal and gradual
replacement of the multi-play unit in the coming months.
Updates were also given on various items, including the
school clock, drains in the High Street and the allotments.
Full details can be found in the minutes of the meeting on
the village website.
Please remember that if you are interested in joining in
the Scarecrow Trail during the August bank holiday

weekend to register with the Clerk
(melissaatyeo@btinternet.com) as soon as possible in
order to be included on a map of the event.
NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL
Headteacher, Rachael Brotherton, writes:
As the end of the school year fast approaches, we wanted
to take this opportunity
to write and highlight
the positive work of
our community during
the pandemic, in
addition to thanking
you for your on-going
support and
commitment to the
school.
It has been such a pleasure to welcome all of the children
back to school in early July. The children seem genuinely
happy to be back with their friends, and in school where
they belong!
Despite the significant and unprecedented challenges that
we have all faced, we are proud to say that our school has
remained open throughout the pandemic and that we kept
it running for the children of key workers, and in order to
support those who were most vulnerable.
We would like to thank members of the Sutton Veny
community who have helped us along the way; the Village
Hall trustees have allowed the school to exclusively hire
the hall for this term, enabling us to run an eighth
classroom for the remainder of the term and accommodate
all of the year groups alongside the children of key
workers. The Trustees allowed us to take back the picnic
benches to create lunch time space and without a
staffroom, we have been able to use the kitchen to make
drinks. Villagers have frequently kept us going by offering
friendly and encouraging words in support of the school,
and their food parcels were greatly appreciated. A local
taxi firm kindly donated Easter eggs for the children in
school, and the plumbers we used worked non-stop to get
the extra sinks in place for all of the children returning.
Finally, we could not end the year without paying tribute to
all of the children and acknowledging their courage and
resilience. For their legacy, Year 6 are busy preparing a
time capsule to document this unprecedented time and
leave behind their accounts for future generations of
Sutton Veny pupils to discover. In early July we also
welcomed the second of our new reception starters and it
was a delight to see their faces and excitement as they
prepared for the transition to ‘big school’.
We have worked closely with the church to plan a Year 6
leaver service for each of the two groups. We intend to
give Year 6 a very special farewell as they prepare to leave
for secondary school.
We are emerging from this crisis with resilience and
renewed strength. Our school motto teaches the children
to ‘Reach for the Stars’ and do their best. Never more has
this been tested than in the last few months. Now we have
fulfilled our plans to welcome all of the year groups back,
we are busy preparing for September. We are working
through the government guidance and preparing risk
assessments in preparation for opening the school for

each class. We feel in a very strong position to do so
because we have remained open since March and already
have the systems in place to keep everyone safe. This
includes a meet and greet service with staggered start
times between 8:45am and 9:15am, and staggered home
times between 2:45pm and 3:15pm.
May we take this opportunity to wish you all a safe and
happy summer, and tell you how much we look forward to
seeing the children back together in classes, on Tuesday
1st September, for the start of a new school year.
AN APPEAL FROM THE CHURCHYARD MOWERS
The churchyard crew put time and effort in to care for the
churchyard but they shouldn't have to risk injury. Glass jars
and other grave trinkets can present a real hazard if a
mower or strimmer finds them. Please respect the
graveyard regulations (copy in the church porch) and
restrict adornments to cut flowers.

NOT CALLING TIME AT THE WOOLPACK!
Abbie Smith writes:
We are working hard to update and change things round at
The Woolpack. With such uncertain times we have decided
not to rush opening. Mainly due to the size, we can only fit
in approximately 18 people, including staff and this just
wouldn’t work! With this in mind, we are tentatively
planning to open in mid September providing everything is
complete and it is safe to do so. At which point we look
forward to welcoming you all to the new Woolpack!
PRODUCE STALL
The Produce Stall is a really great
way to meet people and get some
delicious home produce at the
same time! Come along and see
us - it’s a wonderful way to come
together, out in the open air and
remain socially distanced. Saturday mornings throughout
the summer from around 10.30 on the High Street near
Dymocks Lane.
Valerie Hopkins has told the Newsletter that the stall will
continue to the end of September, but at the moment, due
to the current situation, the team have not yet decided
whether to have a finale in the form of a coffee morning. A
decision will be made nearer the time and will be
advertised well around the village.
THE LIGHT ILLUSION - A WOODLAND EXPERIENCE
Local resident and visionary craftsman, Spencer Nugent,
invites you to come and share the tranquility of light art and
contemporary sounds in a magical twilight setting. Enjoy
and be part of his latest installation lighting experience at
Five Ash Lane from Saturday 1st to Saturday 8th August
2020. Using the woodland landscape and collaborating
with nature as an architectural structure, Spencer, who has
inhabited and established this woodland site since 2012,

will employ ultra violet lighting, interactive photoluminescent creations, complementary projections and
sonic effects to create an enchanted dream space.
The event will open each day at 7pm and close at 11pm.
Visitors will be invited to walk around or just sit quietly and
enjoy the woodland experience, witnessing the
transformation as the sun sets and the moon appears.
Visitors are welcome to bring their own refreshments. You
are advised to wear appropriate footwear and bring a
torch. Regretfully, the site is not suitable for wheelchairs,
pushchairs, or those with physical disabilities. Tickets are
£12 per adult (£15 cash on the door). Children under 14
years will be admitted for free if accompanied by an adult.
For full details and tickets: https://
thelightillusion.eventbrite.co.uk

HELLOS, FAREWELLS & CONGRATULATIONS
We welcome to 6 Everett Close from Westbury, Anne
Marshall, who used to live in the village some years ago.
Sadly, we bid a final farewell to Ian Harris of Springhead,
who died on 16th July. Our condolences go to his wife,
Lottie.

SUTTON VENY CHURCH SERVICES
Real Sunday morning and evening services are now being
held in selected churches within the benefice. Visit the
Upper Wylye Valley Team website
(upperwylyevalleyteam.com) for the latest details.
Sunday worship continues to be held at 11am on
Zoom using a link obtainable from the Rector via
upperwylyevalleyteam@gmail.com
CODFORD GARDENING CLUB

Services at Sutton Veny will be held as follows:

The Club will restart on 16th September when Roger
Hirons will be coming to talk on The Winter Garden, but
with restricted numbers. All who have already said they
want to come will be contacted at the end of August with
details of how the meeting will be managed regarding
Covid instructions. If any member hasn’t given their names
but would like to attend please contact the Secretary
(850258) by 21st August so that final numbers can be
calculated. As you will all be aware, numbers will be fixed
and no one allowed into the hall if they are not on the list. If
anything else happens between now and September to
cause this to alter, you will be contacted.

August
Sun 9

SUTTON VENY MONTHLY RAINFALL
kindly recorded by Peter Strangeways
June rainfall: 85.5mm
June average (10 yrs): 68.6mm
Range: 22-153mm
FOUND (contact via Newsletter if not direct)
- A pair of glasses near the Courtyard on the road to
Sutton Veny House. Contact Sally Powell.
- A set of keys in Duck Street. Contact Nick Barton.
LOST IN TRANSLATION
Tsundoku - Leaving a book unread after buying it, typically
piled up with others similarly unread. (Japanese)

9.30am - Holy Communion

VILLAGE & SURROUNDINGS DIARY
August
1-8
Thur 12
Fri 13
Sat 29
Sat 29 - 31
September
Sat 12
Mon 21
Tue 22
October
Mon 5

7-11pm - The Light Illusion Woodland
Experience, Five Ash Lane
International Youth Day
International Left Handers Day
11.00am - Friends of Sutton Veny Church
Summer Party
Village Scarecrow Festival
Ride + Stride for Churches (TBC)
International Day of Peace
Autumn Equinox
Men's Fellowship Breakfast (TBC)

NEWSLETTER CONTACT DETAILS & NEXT EDITION
Please send all items for the October Newsletter as well
as letters & comments to the co-editors, Richard Jackman
& Sue Hall, by Fri 18th September latest using the
Newsletter email svvhnewsletter@gmail.com or
by phone on 01985 840899

