
THANK GOODNESS FOR THE PRODUCE STALL
While May brought us weather more suited to August and
June saw temperatures plummet, we look forwards to July
and hopefully some more predictable weather.
For those who’ve been busy in the vegetable garden these
past few months, July will see plentiful
produce harvested, and one of the many
good things about living in Sutton Veny
is the Saturday morning Produce Stall
where excess produce is donated for
sale to benefit the church. Not only is it
the perfect place to buy fresh locally
grown produce, but starting just as the
Clap for Carers ended, it’s become an
all important village catch-up (at the
correct social distance of course). While
the first few weeks might have been a bit
light on produce, it’s clear that when the
going gets tough, Sutton Veny gets
baking! There has been a wide range of
home baked goodies on offer for sale so
do pop by and have a look – every
Saturday from 10.30am on the corner of
Walnut Close.
While lockdown measures will
undoubtedly have been eased by
the time the Newsletter reaches
you, one thing that may not
change is our food shopping habits and in particular visits
to the supermarket. We are all visiting supermarkets less
and many of us have discovered new places to shop locally
and online, supporting smaller independent businesses.
From fruit and vegetable deliveries to local beer brewers,
there are plenty of excellent suppliers nearby including
Bishopstrow Free Range (& organic) Eggs, local organic
and unhomogenised milk for sale in Heytestbury Post
Office, and beer from Sutton Veny’s Plain Ales and further
down the Valley, from Wylye’s Blonde Brothers, both of
which help to ease the gap left by The Woolpack.
For those too young to enjoy a beer, it’s been good to see
the school reopen for children in FS2, Years 1 and 6 as
well as those of key workers. Such has been the planning
and organisation of the reopening that the school drop off
is barely noticeable in terms of High Street traffic and long
may that continue. I am sure that everyone has enjoyed
being able to walk freely down the road without fear of
being knocked over by a bus or car.
Walking around the village you can’t fail to notice the
growing number of scarecrows that have appeared all of
which are good practice for the Parish Council’s planned
Scarecrow Competition over the Bank Holiday weekend.
Full details inside but plenty to keep us occupied and

entertained.
Talking of which, Rocky, our Postie, has done much to
keep us entertained these past few months and has now
been properly recognised for his service to the village by
being awarded the Parish Council Community Cup. Did
you know however, that he was raising money for

Wiltshire Mind (the mental health
charity)? He raised his modest target but
why not help him smash it by
supporting him via his Just Giving
webpage? (www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/richard-romain)
Other news this month, the village
website has been updated to include a
new forum area so lots of potential there
and new to the newsletter is a published
letter – see the back page for more and
please do keep them coming!

One final note, a reminder that the
August issue is a double bill covering
September as well so please think
ahead for next month's issue.

THE FUTURE OF THE
COMMUNITY SUPPORT GROUP

Ali Wigham, Sutton Veny
Community Coordinator writes:

I hope you're all well and are managing to get back to
some of the normalities of life as lockdown is eased. It's
been a while since I sent an update so I just thought I'd let
you know how things are going in 'HQ' and what the future
looks like for the community support group.

It's been much quieter in terms of requests for assistance
coming in. We continue to provide prescription collections
for those still shielding but have just had our first week
without Alan's regular run to Codford. This could just be a
coincidence of timings for medication not running out or
may be indicative of people returning to self-collections.

I am sure that many of you are still also providing local
support to neighbours without the need for any central
coordination and I thank you again for this.

In terms of the future, I'm now looking at the exit strategy
for this group as we transition to the new normal.
Eventually, all our services will cease in their current guise
but I hope that the Parish Council will pick up the reins with
coordinating the establishment of a new community group
for the long term. Some of you may have seen this idea in
the last village newsletter and I urge you all to contribute
your thoughts as to what this future organisation may look
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like and what its aims should be.

For now, we'll continue to help those that require it and
thank you again for all your support over the last few
months.

SCHOOL - BUT NOT AS WE KNEW IT

So much has stopped during lockdown but the school has
kept going throughout. Since March, it has been running
for the children of key workers and caring for the most
vulnerable students. However, on 2nd June, after
undertaking a gargantuan risk assessment and mitigation
task, the school opened to children from Foundation Stage
2, Year 1 and 6 classes. Such was the thoroughness of the
staff’s preparations that a very high proportion of parents in
each class felt confident in sending their children back.

With social distancing and maximum class size constraints
in operation this required the children in each class being
divided into two groups - yellow and blue. One group
attends school on Mondays and Tuesdays and the other
attends on Thursdays and Fridays, with the school closed
to all but the group of key workers on Wednesdays for a
deep clean. With frequent hand washing, social distancing
measures and new procedures for phased pick up and
drop off times as well as staggered play times, the children
and the staff have had to adapt to a very different school
day. 'The Sutton Veny way' is very much in evidence with
the children making the best of the unusual circumstances
and the staff are doing an amazing job not only for the
children who are lucky enough to be able to come to
school but also providing support for those in year groups
who currently continue home education. The requirement
to ensure only children and staff venture inside the school
means that most of us will never know what miracles are
being worked within that tiny space.

And as the Newsletter goes to press we hear of plans to
welcome back Years 2 & 5 on 29th June and Years 3 & 4
on 6th July. Let's hope they come to fruition!

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH / NEIGHBOURHOOD
AWARENESS NETWORK

Neighbourhood Watch Week came and
went. Did anyone new sign up to the
scheme? As well the benefits of an
improved local communication network,
membership can earn you a discount on
your home insurance premium. Worth another thought?

CHURCH MATTERS
Regular congregational worship continues to be held every
Sunday at 10.30am via Zoom. However, a relaxation of the
lockdown rules now allows the church to be open once
again, but only for private prayer. Measures necessary to
ensure that Covid-19 risks are minimised through periods
of self-decontamination between days of use mean that
opening is restricted to two days a week. The Parochial
Church Council (PCC) have chosenWednesday
mornings (9am to 1pm) and Saturday afternoons (1pm
to 4pm) to allow the necessary 72 hours between use.
Visitors are asked to use the available hand sanitiser on
arrival at the church and on departing.
Prior to opening up the church the cleaning team worked

their magic and the new altar frontal for the Anzac
Chapel was put in place. Lovingly sewn and embroidered
by the WI with the flowers of the Anzac nations, the altar
frontal marks the Sutton Veny WI's centenary this year.
You may struggle to remember what the old one looked
like but hopefully you will agree that the new one looks just
right.

Brian Long, the Churchwarden, and the rest of the PCC
have gone to great lengths to comply with the Church of
England guidance in order to mitigate COVID-19 risks as
far as possible. Whilst the desire to protect the over 70s
from the marginally increased risks of having the church
open is laudable, (much to the annoyance of most of
them), it precludes by virtue of their age the involvement of
most of the PCC and the pool of people who support the
church with their time.
One of the stalwart cleaners, Auriel Winther, has decided
to hang up her duster after very many years of polishing
the brass and other tasks. She will be sadly missed by
the cleaning crew but she has certainly earned a break.
Her departure is yet another reminder that the church
badly needs more, and younger, people to help this
important element of village life to function. The PCC
steers all aspects of the church’s activity and membership
of it provides an opportunity for you to ensure that it meets
the needs of our village. The PCC also still needs a
Secretary to help it function efficiently. Could that be
you? The PCC would take exception to being called
committee people; they’re doers too! But if you think you’re
‘just a doer’ and want to help clean, help out at social
functions or in the churchyard then do get in touch -
particularly if you consider yourself young!

FRIENDS OF SUTTON VENY CHURCH
The trustees of the Friends of Sutton Veny
Church have decided that the COVID-19
constraints likely to still be in place on 25th
July would prevent the planned Summer
Party being as successful as hoped.
Accordingly, they have decided to postpone
it until Saturday 29th August during the
late August Bank Holiday weekend. The plan remains to
combine the Summer Party with the Produce Stall. Please
put the new date in your diary.
A date that should already be in there is the ‘Tickling the
Ivories’ concert by Michael Lunts in the church on 12th
September. Social distancing rules may dictate that only a
limited number of seats are available. Register interest
early to be assured of a place by contacting
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info.fosvc@gmail.com or ringing 01985 840899. A request
for payment would follow once the event is confirmed.
The Friends of Sutton Veny Church look after the
churchyard as a task delegated to them by the PCC. If
you’re not already a member of the Friends but you
have a loved one buried in the graveyard or if you just
appreciate it being maintained as a peaceful and
beautiful place to spend some time, you might care to
become a member as a means of supporting this work.
Details are on the Friends page of the village website.

PARISH COUNCIL REPORT
Very little to report from the Parish Council this month as
no meeting has taken place. We are hopeful that we will be
able to resume our usual meetings as soon as possible.
I am sure that most of you will have heard that our
outstanding postman Rocky was awarded with the Parish
Council Community Cup last month. Rocky was suggested
pre-Covid epidemic as a worthy recipient for all of the
amazing and kind things he always does that are above
and beyond usual duties. The fact that he has been
bringing smiles to everyone's face in difficult times with his
dressing up whilst raising money for an important cause
just cemented the nomination.
A couple of Highways suggestions have been submitted
this month; the first to reduce the speed limit along the
main stretch of the High Street from The Woolpack to St
John’s Church to 20mph and secondly to look at the
possibility of a cycle lane along The Common between
Sutton Veny and Bishopstrow. We will wait for a
response from Wiltshire Council.
Is there interest in a Scarecrow trail around the village
for the 29th-31st August bank holiday weekend? The
theme would be ‘Heroes and Villains’ and a map would
be produced, prizes awarded and possibly a small amount
of money raised for a local cause. If you are interested in
joining in please contact Melissa
(melissaatyeo@btinternet.com) as soon as possible so
that we can produce the trail map.
Keep safe everyone and enjoy the summer.

VILLAGE HALL
We mustn’t forget the organisation that pays for this
Newsletter! The hall is at present there for the exclusive
use of the school in order to conform to the rigorous
COVID-19 risk mitigation measures established by the
staff. That’s not a problem at present with no private
events or social gatherings in the bookings diary for the
foreseeable future.
In the interim, Alan Russell has worked wonders with a
hired machine to clean all the stacking chairs. Most have
come up nicely but the purchase of some new ones is on
the cards.
The management committee has not met since the end of
January and with no significant decisions to be taken at
present, have no early plans to do so. As you can see, the
committee prefer doing than meeting. Have you thought
seriously about becoming a trustee?

NEW VILLAGE WEBSITE FORUM
Stephen Oxlade has developed a new forum area on the
village website. At the moment it is just oozing potential. It
needs you to register, login and begin interacting
through it. Stephen writes:
The forum on the village web site: https://suttonveny.co.uk/
has been replaced with an easier to use and more intuitive
board. Click the register button at the top of the page and
after submitting your details and being accepted, you will
receive an email to login into the board. You can post and
reply to topics.
Clicking the subscriptions button at the top of the page will
enable you to receive notifications when there is activity in
a topic you are subscribed to, or all new topics or new

topics and posts.
The more people who use the forum - the more use it will
be. Why not start by taking the option to be notified of any
new posts and watch as the forum grows?
https://suttonveny.co.uk/sutton-veny-village-forum

LOCAL WALKS: A CORTON LOOP
Denise Broomfield writes:

This month’s walk is one of our favourites: Corton/ Knook
and Upton Lovell returning back to Corton. It features two
lovely pubs on route (if only they were open!). The walk is
3 miles long, can get a bit muddy and nettle-y. Shorts not
recommended!
Park in the layby just before The Dove in Corton. Take the
road to your left and walk around the village until you reach
Sundial Farm. Continue down the lane past the farm and

under the railway
bridge. Continue
straight on. Pass
through a number of
sturdy metal gates for
about ½ a mile until
you reach a field with
a brook running
through it. Cross the
field diagonally to
your left to a bridge
crossing the River
Wylye into Knook.

Take the track to the right after the church, past East Farm
and continue straight on down the farm track and across a
field. Cross the stile towards Upton Lovell and after about
¾ mile pass the Prince Leopold (or not, as is your
persuasion - the garden is lovely in the summer). At a
small crossroads by the village noticeboard turn right and
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follow the track back over the River Wylye. Continue
across the next field and then take the footpath to your left
which crosses over the railway and back to the road in
Corton to return to your car.

LETTERS TO THE EDITORS

Mrs Baggitt (real name and address supplied) writes:

I was saddened to hear that the term ‘fly-tipping’ has been
used to describe the praiseworthy efforts of a village
member who has invested a lot of time filling in some of
the potholes in Back Lane to make it more passable in wet
weather.
Thankfully he is not alone. I know that a number of
villagers have also contributed to this public-spirited
mission on the footpaths and byways around the village -
bridging puddles, cutting back encroaching foliage, fallen
branches and litter picking. Without their efforts we might
all need waders and a machete for our walks. Or do we
just stop using our lovely network of paths?
Can we expect the Council to do these tasks? I don't think
so. I say ‘Guerilla gardeners of the world unite!’ … or
perhaps they can now coordinate their efforts using the
new village website forum?

PRODUCE STALL

The return of the Produce Stall on Saturday mornings and
a good turnout of villagers is another welcome indicator of
a return to something more
closely resembling normality.
Social distancing measures
mean that some new
procedures are in play but it
remains a wonderful
opportunity to share the
bounties of your garden, and
now also your kitchen, with
others. Do come along from
10.30am on Saturday
mornings (for about an hour) to
see what’s available -
delicious fruit & veg and also baked goods. You can even
buy yourself a colourful face covering!

RUIN A BAND BY ADDING ONE LETTER

Some starters for you to continue:
- The Beagles
- The Arctic Donkeys
- The Small Faeces
- Codplay
- The Rolling Stoves
- The Beach Toys
- Guns n Moses

WANTED
Any spare wood to make into a chicken coop. If you can
help at all please ring Digby on 01985 210479.

HELLOS, FAREWELLS & CONGRATULATIONS

We welcome:
- Bob Darvill from Upton Scudamore, who has now moved
in after renovating and expanding Greenways in Deverill
Road
- Jo Walker, who has moved from Warminster into 18
Springhead
- Jake Walker & Lara Robson, who have moved from
Bishopstrow into 3 The Kennels.

We bid a final farewell to Barbara
Stevenson, who lived for many
years in Five Ash Lane and died
on 14th March at Sutton Veny
House.

SUTTON VENY CHURCH
SERVICES

All public worship in church is suspended until further
notice. However, Sunday worship is being held at
10.30am via Zoom using a link obtainable from the Rector
via the email below.
Arrangements are constantly evolving. Visit the Upper
Wylye Valley Team website (upperwylyevalleyteam.com)
for the latest details.

VILLAGE & SURROUNDINGS DIARY

July
Wed 1 Start of Plastic Free July
Tue 7 World Chocolate Day!
Sun 12 National Simplicity Day

August
Sat 29 Friends of Sutton Veny Church Summer

Party with Produce Stall
Sat 29 - 31 Village Scarecrow Festival TBC

NEWSLETTER CONTACT DETAILS & NEXT EDITION

Please send all items for the August/September double
issue Newsletter as well as letters & comments to the co-
editors, Richard Jackman & Sue Hall, by Fri 17th July
latest using the Newsletter email
svvhnewsletter@gmail.com

SUTTON VENY MONTHLY RAINFALL
kindly recorded by Peter Strangeways

May rainfall: 8.5mm*
May average (9 yrs): 59.1mm

Range: 8.5-113mm
*Equals the Apr 2017 record low

Barbara Stevenson


