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JANUARY BLUES OR 2020 VISION

The results are in and the colour of our local political map is
blue again. For some that may reflect their mood post-
election and post-Christmas festivities and we wait with
bated breath to see what actually does get done in 2020.
What sort of ‘I told you so’ t-shirt will you be wearing in a
year’s time?

As ever, within the following pages you can take comfort in
a local focus. Not only can you find out what has been
happening but hopefully, with a positive vision for 2020,
make a resolution to get more
involved in our local community
- ideas, people and
organisers are always
needed. Perhaps a more
realistic resolution might just be
to attend a few more village
events or to support a village
organisation.

An entry-level change might be
to put a recurring entry for
midday every Thursday in
your shiny new 2020 diary.
That’s when the Virtual Men’s
Shed meets at The Woolpack.
A motley collection of people (about half a dozen or so, and
not just men) have met over the past weeks. Conversations
spin off in all directions and very little of it is directed at
fixing things. But the potential is there ... and The Woolpack
peanut scoop continues to provide evidence that we’re not
all talk. Do come along and make it more motley!

With the Newsletter team having been given a refresh,
please let us know if you think the content should
change a bit too.What you would like to see in future
editions? Or better still, provide some copy or
correspondence for publication. This is your Newsletter
after all.

VILLAGE HALL MATTERS

The cycle of annual events run by the trustees of the
Village Hall completed on a high with a very successful
Christmas Fayre that took place on Saturday 7th
December. Organised by Heather Stanley, a full house of

stall holders gained exposure to a large crowd of potential
shoppers. Numbers were undoubtedly boosted once again
by the school’s zestful involvement. The Friends of School
and members of staff helped to lay on silly games in Nelson
and Santa’s grotto in Canberra classroom, and Mrs Ali Dale
led the school choir through a wonderful medley of
Christmas songs in the hall. It was a delight to see the
children there and, from an organiser’s point of view,
wonderful to see their parents and grandparents, who did
some shopping, too. Refreshments for flagging shoppers
were ‘outsourced’ to the WI once again and proceedings

culminated in announcing the
weight of their delicious-looking
fruit cake - a deceptive 6lbs 4oz
- and the draw of the winning
tickets for the Grand Raffle. Very
grateful thanks go to all the
individuals who donated many
generous prizes and particular
thanks go to the stall-holders
and village organisations (Parish
Council, Church, WI and The
Woolpack) for their contributions.

The church produce stall team
clearly had a good day. Valerie
Hopkins sent in this message:

A huge thank you to everyone who cooked, baked and
decorated our tremendous tableful of delicious goodies at
the Christmas Fayre - the table looked amazing and very
festive! There was a big turnout from the village and
beyond and judging by the general buzz, it seemed that
everyone enjoyed themselves. I also want to thank all those
who helped on the stall and all those who bought our
produce. The table was cleared which is not surprising as
the variety and superb quality was fantastic.

The Village Hall trustees can now take a well-earned rest
after another successful year of managing the running of
the hall and organising events to raise money to ensure its
upkeep. The first meeting of the trustees in 2020 will be
at 7.30 pm on Tuesday 21st January. Do come along if
you’re curious and, in particular if you think you might like to
become a trustee of your village hall - a community
resource, run by the community for the community.
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PARISH COUNCIL REPORT
The next meeting will take place on 6th February at
7.30pm.

FRIENDS OF SUTTON VENY CHURCH: TALK &
SUPPER ... AND WE'RE OFF

The financial results now confirm the immediate sense of
success felt after approximately 60 people turned out on a
cold night to hear a stimulating talk in the church followed
by a delicious
supper in the
Village Hall. At
the Friends of
Sutton Veny's
inaugural
evening event on
29th November
Andrew
Campbell's open-to-all presentation in the church followed
the fortunes (mostly misfortunes) of the SS Ohio, a tanker
carrying vital fuel to sustain the island of Malta in 1942 and
thereby to alter the course of WWII. His vibrant delivery
enthralled the audience, and almost made them overlook
how cold the church can be despite our best efforts to heat
it! The conversation buzzed in the mercifully warmer hall at
the ticketed supper which followed. Our thanks go to
Andrew Campbell, the kitchen crew and all who helped
make the evening a success. If you were there, thank you
for coming and supporting us. If you weren't, you missed a
great evening. Watch this space for news of future events.

HYMNS AND PIMMS IN SUTTON VENY CHURCH ...

… and that’s just what it was – the most delicious Pimms
was served on a cold night by Rosemary, who had it all
organised – and the benefit was all ours, the singers!
Thank you, Rosemary.

We made a good, cosy gathering in the choir stalls, and
with Mark Venning on the organ and Katherine Venning
leading us all, off we went with the occasional top-up for
thirsty singers! There were all sorts of voices and what
mattered most was the thorough enjoyment of just singing.

Mark and Katherine ensured we knew a little more about
each hymn and especially about John Henry James
(recently sainted).

Apart from the singing being stimulating and fun, we all
went home humming to ourselves and feeling better!
Do join this merry band of singers – once a month travelling
between the Team churches in 2020 – as Katherine says,
"we certainly appreciate other singers, the more the
merrier! Thank you" Katherine and Mark.

Annabel Elliott

SCHOOL REPORT

As we welcome a new year, and a new decade, we would
like to take the opportunity to acknowledge and thank the
Friends of Sutton Veny School (FOS) for their hard work
and commitment to the school. At Sutton Veny every
parent/carer is a Friend of the School and we invite their
involvement and encouragement. The Friends of School
Committee are elected at the Annual General Meeting.

They then meet throughout the year, to work in partnership
with the school, and help provide a wide range of events
and activities for the children, their families and for the
community to enjoy.

So far this school year, the Friends have held a Film Night
for the children, provided Science lab coats, chess boards,
art resources, and paid for visits for the children to enjoy
and visitors to enrich the curriculum. At Christmas they sold
cards and ran the highly successful Santa’s Grotto. We
start this New Year with a performance of Snow White,
because FOS paid for a visiting theatre company to perform
to the children in the Village Hall. This term we look forward
to their Quiz and Curry Night for parents, a Bag for Cash
fundraiser and a disco for the children.

The funds that are raised by FOS greatly help to enhance
the resources in school and provide further opportunities for
the children, for this we are all extremely grateful.
Forthcoming FOS events and achievements are detailed on
the termly school newsletter, and on our website:
www.suttonveny.wilts.sch.uk

On behalf of the staff, children, governors and Friends of
the School, we wish everyone in the village a very Happy
New Year!

Rachael Brotherton

FOS Bag2School Collection - Thursday 23rd January

If you are having a clear out over Christmas, please keep
this date in mind. Last year the Friends of Sutton Veny
School raised just over £300 collecting 700kg of reusable,
good quality clothes, shoes etc. We encourage all villagers
to fill a black bag or two and add it to the pile that will grow
outside of school on Wednesday 22nd of January (ready for
a collection at 9am on the 23rd).

The scheme will accept the following ‘good quality’
items: men’s, ladies’ & children’s clothing; paired shoes
(tied together or elastic band around); handbags, hats,
bags, belts; scarves & ties; jewellery; lingerie; socks; soft
toys: household linen, curtains, towels, bedding (bed
sheets, pillow cases & duvet covers).

What the scheme will not accept: duvets & blankets;
pillows & cushions: carpets, rugs & mats (including bath,
shower & loo mats); soiled, painted, ripped or wet clothing;
school uniforms with & without logo; corporate clothing &
workwear; textile off-cuts, yarns or threaded material.



RAINFALL FOR NOVEMBER – NOT ANOTHER RECORD

November Rainfall: 112mm
November average (nine yrs):
92.5mm
Range: 62-145mm

Mercifully not another record wet month.

Peter Strangeways

NEW YEAR RESOLUTIONS

- I’ve decided on my New Year’s resolution: from the
beginning of February, I’m resolving not to procrastinate.
- New Year is resolution time - when we practise giving up
things for Lent.
- The best way to keep a New Year’s resolution is to keep it
to yourself.
- Most New Year’s resolutions go in one year and out the
other

THINKING OF GOING MEAT FREE IN 2020? THINK ON
In conjunction with Brian & Jill Russell we give a beef
farmer’s perspective to inform thoughts of giving up red
meat as a New Year’s resolution.

Grazing animals have
shaped the quintessentially
pastoral British countryside
for thousands of years and
play a vital role in
sustainable food systems.
Grass is the most
sustainable crop in the UK
& many bird and butterfly
species have evolved in
tandem with grazing
livestock.

How the meat is produced is key. A very significant and
growing proportion of the global grain crop goes into meat
production using US feedlot methods, but at Camp Farm in
Sutton Veny, grain represents less than 2% of a beef
animal’s lifetime diet.

A beef animal gets all the nutrients it needs from the land
and unlike arable crops most of those nutrients are put
there by the animals that graze there. All the carbon in
ruminant methane is recycled carbon; grazing animals can’t
add more carbon to the atmosphere than the plants they
eat take out by photosynthesis.

For the sake of the planet we should eat far less grain-fed
meat. We actually need to encourage increased production
of grass-fed meat, since the most effective way to restore
our degraded arable soils and wild pollinators is to re-
introduce grass and grazing animals into cropland rotations.

We encourage you to buy locally sourced meat from a local
butcher (not necessarily a farm shop). Ask where meat has
come from. You can check the labels and Google the codes
printed on all meat packages, which reveal where the
animal was slaughtered and the location of the subsequent
processing facility.

REDUCING YOUR PLASTIC WASTE

We’re all aware of the need to reduce plastic waste but did
you know that you can now get refills of environmentally
friendly loose liquid products in Warminster? The Eco-
Kiosk can be found in the Cornmarket and stocks both
personal care and home cleaning products. Worth a visit,
with your empty containers (closed Mondays).

THE BIG CHURCH CLEAN

There is a devoted team of regular church cleaners, but on
Saturday 30th November the church got some serious love
when they were augmented by a few more volunteers who
dusted, cleaned and polished from top to bottom. No doubt
many spiders were ejected with their webs and a lot of
ladybirds got their marching orders too during the clean up,
but naturalists be reassured, there are plenty more where
they came from.

Spot who got to clean the windows during the Big
Church Clean?



HAPPY HOMECOMING

Joan Gleave has spent a while in hospital but is now home
again. She and husband Reg sent the following message:

May we thank all the people who have kindly visited me
during my spell in hospital. Also for the many prayers and
good wishes we have received. We have been very moved
by such kindness and we want to say a big thank you to
everyone. We hope you all have a Happy Christmas and a
healthy New Year. Joan & Reg Gleave

THE PIXIES DON’T DELIVER THIS NEWSLETTER

Please spare a thought for, and if you see them express
your thanks to the wonderful
volunteers who put this Newsletter
through the letterbox (and some of
these are challenging!) of every
household in Sutton Veny, Sutton
Parva and Bishopstrow. They
should not be unsung heroes. Let
them know how grateful you are
when you see them next. And if you don’t know who they
are, ask your neighbours or if it's still a mystery contact the
editorial team.

HELLOS, FAREWELLS .... & CONGRATULATIONS

Sadly we say a final farewell to Edith Fear of Haycombe
Hill, who died on 26th November, and we send her
husband Graham our condolences.
We also send our condolences to the Stella Weale of
Baggs Farm, Sutton Parva, following the death on 9th
December of her husband, Ronald Weale.

We send many congratulations to our
postman Rocky & his wife who are
now the proud parents of Isobel Eve,
born on 16th December weighing a
healthy 7lb 4oz.

If readers are aware of arrivals or departures from the
village and the people in question are happy to be
mentioned in the Newsletter please let the editors know.

SUTTON VENY CHURCH SERVICES
December
Sun 22 - 8.30am Holy Communion

- 6.00pm Carol Service
Tue 24 - 4.00pm Crib Service

- 11.00pm Midnight Mass
Sun 29 - 10.00am Patronal Festival Team Service

(with Open the Book)
January
Sun 5 - 10.00am Café Church in the Village Hall

(breakfast from 9.30am)
Sun 12 - 9.30am Parish Communion
Wed 15 - 7.15pm Gardening Club AGM, Codford
Sun 19 - 11.00am Matins with the choir
Sun 26 - 8.30am Holy Communion

VILLAGE & SURROUNDINGS DIARY
January
Mon 6 - 8.15am Men’s Fellowship Breakfast at The

George Inn Longbridge Deverill: Representations
of Conflict on the Screen

Wed 8 - 7.30pm Warminster History Society Talk:
Chedworth Roman Villa, Warminster Library

Thur 9 - 7.00 for 7.30pm - Moviola at The Woolstore,
Codford - ‘The Souvenir’

Sat 11 - 12.00 - 2.00pm Spudtastic Lunch - Codford
Village Hall

Wed 22 - Friend of School Bag2Bag Collection at school
Fri 24 - The Big Sleep in aid of Alabaré - County Hall,

Trowbridge (www.alabareevents.co.uk)
February
Mon 2 - 8.15am Men’s Fellowship Breakfast at The

George Inn Longbridge Deverill: Bishop of
Ramsbury - The Revd Dr Andrew Rumsey

Wed 5 - 7.00 for 7.30pm - Moviola at the Woolstore,
Codford - ‘Downton Abbey’

Fri 7 - Friends of School Quiz & Curry Night

VILLAGE HALL CONTACT DETAILS

Bookings: Gay Woods (840057)
svvhbookings808@gmail.com
Chair: Richard Jackman (840899)

NEWSLETTER CONTACT DETAILS & NEXT EDITION

Send all items for the January Newsletter to the co-editors,
Richard Jackman & Sue Hall, by Fri 17th Jan latest please
using the Newsletter email svvhnewsletter@gmail.com

The AGM takes place on 15th January in Codford Village
Hall at 7.15pm. Please bring a plate of goodies or a bottle -
the social part of the evening follows the business details!
All welcome.

The Eleventh Annual Potato Day follows on 1st February in
association with Pennard Plants. Open from 10am to 1pm.
Admission is £1.50 which gives you your first cup of tea/
coffee and slice of cake! Everything you need for the
coming year’s gardening with potatoes - fruit trees - soft
fruits - vegetables - some bulbs. Do come and see what is
on offer. Karen Johnstone

mailto:svvhnewsletter@gmail.com

