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EULTIDE DATE WITH DESTINY - NEW GOVERNMENT,
NEW YEAR, NEW EDITORIAL TEAM

And then there were two. In fact then there were three. No
sooner has Sue Hall come aboard as a co-editor of this
Newsletter than she manages to rustle up a
talented
photo -
grapher in
the form of
Denise
Broomfield.
Suddenly
we've gone
from a one-
man-band to
a whole
team
producing this village publication, which seeks to both
inform and entertain you. No fake news here. And no
mentions of Brexit or General Elections either.

Here you can trust us to tell you about how the annual
Bonfire & Fireworks nearly didn't go ahead, but did and
miraculously didn't make a loss; be informed about the

proceedings of meetings that shape our village life, learn
how the Virtual Men's Shed idea has taken a step towards
reality and also get you revved up for future events such as
the Christmas Fayre on 7th December. See the following
articles, advertisements and the What's On listing on the

back page.

Almost finally, a plea to
dog owners who exercise
their dogs on the
Alexander Field. As well
as the usual appeal that
darkness does not
absolve you from the
need to spot where your
dog 'performs' and to
clean it up, the school
asks that you keep your

dog on a lead when the children are playing on the field.
Fast moving, excited dogs can be very frightening for
children.

And really finally, the editorial team wishes all our readers a
very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
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The Bonfire before & after. Pictures courtesy of Alan Russell and Denise Broomfield



VILLAGE HALL MATTERS

The Trustees are flushed rather more with relief than
success after managing to battle successfully with the
elements and going ahead with the Bonfire & Fireworks
evening. To have managed to break even in challenging
conditions is no mean feat and is down not only to the grit
of those who helped lay it on but also to the stalwart nature
of villagers who came out to enjoy it.

Next up is the Christmas Fayre on Saturday 7th Dec from
10.30am to 12.30pm. With Heather Stanley in the lead
(840536 for last minute bookings!), there's another
extravaganza in the making. There will be lots of interesting
gifts and goodies on sale, a tantalising raffle and
refreshments too. The school will be out in force as
well - silly games in Nelson classroom, Santa’s
grotto in Canberra and the choir will entertain us
all with a song set in the main hall. Do come along,
mingle, meander around the stalls and buy, buy,
buy!

BONFIRE & FIREWORKS NIGHT

After the success of the 50th anniversary event last year,
the 2019 Bonfire and Fireworks evening was always
planned to be a more modest affair. The weather made
sure of that; in fact it very nearly didn’t happen at all. With
very heavy rain on Friday evening and a depressing
forecast for the day, there were some votes for cancelling
or postponing. However, with so much already done in
terms of preparations and in the knowledge that the strong
wind forecast was to be from a safe direction, an
alternative, more optimistic forecast was found and the
decision was made to go ahead. As usual, Matthew Butcher
led the building of yet another impressive bonfire
comprising numerous trailer loads of pallets and other dry
wood that Richard Eyres and the Russell crew collected in
tractors.

The weather and the availability of the Warminster
Garrison’s display meant that the number of visitors to the
village was down on past years and, with the Glebe field
only providing suitable parking for 4x4 vehicles, Alan
Russell’s traffic management plan coped well. Our mostly
local stalwart supporters turned out in good numbers, but
only three guys made it to the fire (got to do better next
year!). Miraculously the rain stopped at 6.30pm and stayed
away for the duration of the event. Tony Lusty and his
pyrotechnic crew laid on a stunning display that saw the
£1,500 outlay on fireworks go up in a noisy 15 minutes of
smoke, flame and coloured sparks.

The £1,300 provided from Village Hall funds was
augmented by kind donations from The Woolpack, Griffin’s
Garage and Premier Installations. Thanks to the band of
bucket rattlers who charmed about £1,300 out of those
attending (about half the 2018 amount) and the sums made
by the catering and merchandising crews, who sold burgers
from the Hall and the ‘Russell Enterprises’ gazebo that
served mulled wine and hot chocolate as well as other
goodies. The Village Hall trustees are pleased that we went
ahead despite the weather and that we’ve ended up in the
black… and so can do it all again next year when
hopefully the weather will be better.

There are too many names to mention everyone
individually, but a huge thank you goes to all who played
a part, be it in a leading or supporting role. Without you we
could not put on this safe and enjoyable village event.

CHURCH COUNCIL

The PCC met at the Rectory on 24th October and started
the meeting by reflecting on services and church-organised
events that had taken place since their last meeting in late
August. When reminded of them all, Rev Trudy remarked
on how much there is going on that has church members
involved or in the lead.

As part of his Churchwarden’s report, Brian Long
noted that Judy Cooper will be moving away from
the village soon and thus stepping down from the
PCC. Judy has been a PCC member for many years
and, as the village’s only Lay Pastoral Assistant,
leader of the vitally important social committee and
focus for safeguarding. She will be greatly missed.
Unless others come forward to help, the PCC will be

only six strong. If you would like to join or just to know more
about what membership entails please talk to Brian, Rev
Trudy or one of the others. (Annabel Elliott, Valerie
Hopkins, Andrew Crisp or Richard Jackman).

Various routine reports were received at the meeting but
one important and rather unwelcome update provided was
news of the survey on St John’s very special organ. The
three page summary of the 50 page report has yet to be
circulated, but it is understood that the bottom line figure for
the organ’s much needed renovation (the last was in 1985)
is in the order of £250,000 - an eye-watering figure. There
will be some grants available, but some serious fundraising
and possibly some tough decisions appear to be in the
offing. The PCC will meet again on 23rd January 2020.

PARISH COUNCIL REPORT

The November meeting of the Parish Council was held on
Thursday 7th at the Village Hall. Cllrs King (Chair), Lusty,
Robbins, Russell, Singer, Walker and Wilson were present.

The annual switching on of the Christmas tree lights,
blessing by Rev Trudy Hobson and carol singing will take
place on the Village Green at 5pm on Saturday 7th
December. We look forward to welcoming you.

Works are continuing, albeit somewhat slowly at the
children’s play area on the Alexander Field. The suspended
logs on the multi-play unit are beyond repair and will be
removed. The Councillors are looking at the possibility of a
new piece of equipment to fill the gap.

Preliminary budget discussions for 2020 and a look back at
the year to date spending took place. Further talks, along
with a final decision for the setting of the precept from
Wiltshire Council will take place at the December meeting.

We have been asked about the whereabouts of the wooden
bench that was on the Alexander Field, behind the Rectory;
Nick Barton has kindly agreed to repair the bench and it will
be replaced in due course. Full draft minutes as usual,
available on the village website. The next meeting of the
Parish Council will take place on Thursday 5th December at
7pm. Melissa Atyeo



ROYAL BRITISH LEGION COLLECTION

A magnificent £1,739.38 was raised in Sutton Veny this
year. This includes a donation of £760 from the PCC after
the Remembrance Service and £100 from the PC. Thank
you so much to all those who donated and particularly to all
those who collected house to house. I am extremely grateful
to all of you. Caroline Jackman

FRIENDS OF SUTTON VENY CHURCH
As well as having a presence on the village website, The
Friends of Sutton Veny Church now have a Facebook page.
Please do find and 'Like' us to follow our fortunes.

The Friends have been established to raise money to help
support the church building and, prompted by a generous

donation by the Flower Show Committee, the trustees
have now spent a little of that income and supplied two
portable infra-red heaters to help warm the rear of the
church. These were on display at the final Produce Stall
gathering on 5th October and they will be in use too at
the first Friends evening event on 29th November (see
front page ad). Andrew Campbell's talk will provide
insight into a crucial turning point in the Second World
War. And while the organisers hope that everyone will
want to buy a ticket for the follow-on supper, the format of
an open-to-all talk in the church beforehand allows the
curious to come along as well as those who are looking
forward to what should be an enjoyable social event.

The intention is to arrange about three of these evenings
per year, but the trustees are keen to experiment with
other types of event and one of these is ...
CAROL SINGING

The date has now been set as Saturday
21st December... All we need now is for
the village’s carol singers to make
themselves known. Dressed in warm
clothing and carrying a torch, be at the
church by 6pm where some glühwein will
be served to warm vocal chords before we set off on a
meandering route that will end at The Woolpack about an
hour later. It should be fun for those singing and hopefully
not too painful for those who get to hear us too. We’d
also like to raise some for the Friends of Sutton Veny
Church to go towards looking after and improving St
John’s, so please help fill our collecting tin – hopefully
with light notes rather than heavy coins, but all
contributions will be gratefully received.

Richard Jackman

REMEMBER TO VOTE ON THE 12TH BUT…

“One day the don’t knows will get in and then where will
we be?” - Spike Milligan

“A politician will double cross that bridge when he comes
to it.” - Oscar Levant

“Never vote for the best candidate – vote for the one who
will do the least harm.” - Frank Dane

“Politicians are like nappies. They should be changed
regularly and for the same reason.” - Patrick Murray
“The typical British MP stands for election, sits in the
House and lies just about all the time.” - Winston
Churchill

AND WHAT WILL POOR ROBIN DO THEN?

Spare a thought for our robins. Out of every 100 robins’
eggs laid in spring & summer, 42 juveniles normally
survive until October. By this time next year ten will be
alive. Another year on, three, then two and then only one
will reach the age of five. Cats, unfortunately, are one of
the biggest predators. Does your cat wear a collar with
two bells? Clever things; they quickly learn how to hunt
while keeping one bell silent.

YOGA FOR THE HOSPICE
Please join me in the Village Hall on
Sunday 1st December at 4pm for a
donation-based yoga class to raise
money for the Salisbury Hospice in
memory of Hilary Gibson.
This class is suitable for anyone and
will incorporate dynamic fluid
sequences as well as more restful
rejuvenating postures with a key focus on breath. You will feel
both energised and relaxed at the end of the class.
As the hire charge for the Village Hall has been waived for this
event, 100% of the donations will be given to the Hospice.
All you need is a mat and a blanket. Please call (841489) or
email (sue.hall914@gmail.com) to book your space.

Sue Hall

RAINFALL FOR OCTOBER - ANOTHER RECORD!

October Rainfall: 173mm

October average (nine yrs): 99.6mm
Range: 36.5 – 173mm

This was the third highest rainfall in
all months of the last nine years.
December 2012 holds the record.

Peter Strangeways

mailto:sue.hall914@gmail.com


ROCKY’S CHRISTMAS DELIVERY
Villagers can expect to see Rocky Romain, our
amazing postman for the last 20+ years,
working even harder in the coming weeks as he
copes with the run up to Christmas. However,
readers may notice that he is missing from

around 19th Dec onwards because he and Mrs Rocky are
expecting a very special Christmas delivery of their own.
More news on this front will probably not get published until
the February edition, but no doubt the proud father will
spread the news himself before then!

MEN'S SHED - NO LONGER COMPLETELY VIRTUAL

Several Thursdays on after its very soft launch and Sutton
Veny’s virtual Men’s Shed is closer to reality. An eclectic
mix of village strollers, churchyard gardeners and drivers
have made their way to The Woolpack for a drink and a
natter in the bar. Amongst the modest numbers (eight is the
record so far) has been our first lady ‘shedder’. So any idea
that, notwithstanding the Men’s Shed name, the gathering
is exclusively for men has been dispelled.

Not much fixing has been done or even talked about. Some
gratuitous advice on possible repairs was dispensed on a
chronically broken front door lock and its owner promptly
employed a skilled tradesman. More encouragingly,
Melissa went out of her way to break the handle on the
pub’s peanut scoop and the excitement at the prospect of a
Men’s Shed first fix (with Suguru mouldable glue - other
brands are available) is almost at fever pitch!

As you have probably gathered, no fixing skills or even an
inclination to fix things is required. Just come along to The
Woolpack on a Thursday around midday and see who else
might turn up. Richard Jackman

FOR SALE - BOOKCASE
Bow-fronted mahogany bookcase. Three adjustable
shelves. Polished surface with light coloured wood inlay.
Base plinth polished and carved, bow shape. Excellent
condition.Dimensions: h 4' 4" x w 2' 6" x d 1'
Interested? Please call Veronica Spalding on 840086

SUTTON VENY CHURCH SERVICES
December
Sun 1 - Advent Sunday

- 10.00am - Café Church in the village hall
(breakfast from 9.30am)

Sun 8 - 9.30am - Parish Communion
Sun 15 - 11.00am - Matins
Sun 22 - 8.30am - Holy Communion

- 6.00pm - Carol Service
Tue 24 - Christmas Eve

- 4.00pm - Crib Service
- 11.00pm - Midnight Mass

Sun 29 - 10.00am - Patronal Festival

VILLAGE & SURROUNDINGS DIARY
November
Thur 28 - 10.30am - NSPCC Christmas Fair - Codford VH
Fri 29 - 6.30pm for 7.00pm - Friends of SV Church Talk in
church (open & free), followed by ticketed supper
Sat 30 - 10.00am Big Church Clean

- Warminster Christmas Lights switch on
December
Sun 1 - 10.00am-3.00pm - Frome Independent Market

- 4.00pm - Yoga for the Hospice, VH
- 7.00pm - Quiz for Air Ambulance, Heytesbury Red
Lion

Mon 2 - 8.15am - Men’s Fellowship Breakfast, The George
Inn, Longbridge Deverill

Sat 7 - 10.00am-12.30pm - Christmas Fayre, VH
- 5.00pm - Christmas Tree lighting with carols,
Village Green

Tue 17 - 6.00pm-8.00pm - Lions Club Christmas Float
visits SV

Sat 21 - 6.00pm - Carol Singing up the High Street
January
Mon 6 - 8.15 am - Men’s Fellowship Breakfast, The
George Inn, Longbridge Deverill

HELLOS & FAREWELLS....AND CONGRATULATIONS

Everyone appears to be digging in for Christmas, but we
know of one new arrival this month and welcome Stephen
Hall (the second one in the village) to Dymocks Lane.
If readers are aware of arrivals or departures from the
village and the people in question are happy to be
mentioned in the Newsletter please let the editors know.

VILLAGE HALL CONTACT DETAILS
Bookings - Gay Woods (tel. 840057)
svvhbookings808@gmail.com
Chair - Richard Jackman (tel 840899)

NEWSLETTER CONTACT DETAILS & NEXT EDITION

Send all items for the January Newsletter to the co-editors,
Richard Jackman & Sue Hall, by Fri 13th Dec latest please
using the Newsletter email svvhnewsletter@gmail.com

Feedback / comments on this edition and also ANY
other village topics are very welcome. Better still would
be articles for print and photographs of local events.

CODFORD & DISTRICT GARDENING CLUB

Our Christmas Lunch takes place on 11th December at
the Golf Club in Warminster, then the year starts again
with our AGM at 7.30pm on 15th January in the Large
Hall of Codford Village Hall (closely followed by the social
part of the evening!). Programmes for the year will be
available to pick up then.

The Eleventh Annual Potato Day follows on 1st February
in association with Pennard Plants. Open from 10am to
1pm. Admission is £1.50 which gives you your first cup of
tea/coffee and slice of cake! Everything you need for the
coming year’s gardening with potatoes - fruit trees - soft
fruits - vegetables - some bulbs. Do come and see what
is on offer. Karen Johnstone
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