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SUMMER PROROGUED ......OR PERHAPS NOT?
The heading above once more reflects that while nationally
we may be in a turmoil of uncertainty over whether our
future is one of impending disaster, sunny uplands or
perhaps just preservation of the status quo, village life goes
on and, as the growing
season comes to an end and
the leaves begin to turn, we
have much to be grateful for
and also to look forward to
during the autumn season.

The last edition reported the
sad departure of three
villagers and in the
intervening period their very moving funerals or memorial
services all put emphasis on celebrating their lives rather
than mourning our loss. Such occasions are always made
more poignant by hearing how much more there was to

each life than we had gleaned during the short period of
time that we might have known them. Mercifully, Ian Harris
of Springhead has ensured we can gain both insight and
enjoyment from learning about his rich life while he is still
around by reading his autobiography, 'Work Hard and Play

Hard', which is now
available for purchase.

In contrast to these good
souls, we have seen
evidence of less
praiseworthy activity in the
village's public areas. More
detail follows below and on

the inside pages where
readers can discover some

changes that have been taking place at the Rectory and
how a bevvy of Bentleys graced the Alexander Field, as
well as reading update reports from the Parish Council,
Village Hall, Church and Church Friends committees.

Hilary Gibson, Pippa Gentry (Shorland) & Hermione Young

SUTTON VENY VILLAGE HALL NEWSLETTER
Registered Charity No 266648

A Community Resource - Run by the Community for the Community

Visit the village website to find more information about Sutton Veny and to view
this Newsletter, in colour, online:

www.suttonveny.co.uk

THE GOOD, THE BORED & THE UGLY
Though tragically Hilary Gibson died far too young, all three
whose pictures feature above had attained an age where
the wisdom of their age was in evidence. Wisdom is
sometimes described as ‘knowledge with scars’ and this
infers that it’s necessary to take some risks and get things
wrong in order to grow as a person. A slogan seen recently
on teenager’s T-shirt reading, ‘Before you become old and
wise first you need to be young and foolish’, conveys a
similar positive message of learning from mistakes. It
would be nice to think that most mistakes arise from
genuine attempts to do the right thing, but they can also
stem from a lack of judgement, or sometimes also just plain
bad behaviour. Regrettably we’ve seen quite a bit of
evidence of the latter in the village in recent weeks. At the

Village Hall the defibrillator has been vandalised, not only
incurring a repair cost of approximately £2,000, but also
potentially putting lives at risk during the period in which it
was not known to be broken. Also at the hall, the fuel tank
covers were removed allowing rain water to enter the tank.
These two incidents have left the trustees with no
alternative but to devote hall funds to the installation of a
closed circuit TV system. The cricket club too has found
evidence of attempts to break the lock on the motorised
roller (an interesting choice of joyriding vehicle if ever there
was one) and those who open the church frequently find
pizza boxes and empty drink bottles left in the porch. As
well as not reflecting well on the emerging characters of the
youth involved, perhaps these incidents also pose a
question, not only for their parents, but also for the rest of



us about how little there is to occupy them. As the saying
goes, "It takes a village to raise a child".
Separately, we hope, other incidents of theft (lead from the
roof of the school using the scaffolding for access) or
attempted theft (twice in Duck Street) are salutary
reminders there there are "bad'uns" around and we all need
to be vigilant. RJ

VILLAGE HALL MATTERS
The management committee met on 3 Sep and inevitably
devoted a sizeable part of the meeting to discussing the
implications of the recent vandalism. Both incidents were
reported to the police but, without any actionable leads to
be followed up, their main response was merely to issue a
crime number. As a consequence, and acting on valuable
research undertaken by Alan Russell, the trustees have
taken the pragmatic decision to go ahead with the
installation of a CCTV system that will produce recordings
of sufficient quality to support police follow-up and
potentially prosecution. Some anti-climb paint is also being
deployed to deter
unauthorised access to roof
areas.
The committee was also
updated on action to
maintain or improve the
hall's facilities - the
redecoration of the kitchen
area that had been
completed during the
summer by David Norris
and the plans to make
some further improvements
to the audio/visual
arrangements. A primary
task for the trustees is to
ensure that the hall's
facilities support its hirers
well but it was pleasing to
be reminded that as a
village we are also blessed
with its stunning setting. In
this vein it was good to
hear some very positive
feedback from Johnny Winther who had organised a
gathering for Bentley owners in late July. Over 35 cars,
ranging in age from the 1920s to the present day, graced
the Alexander Field and the hall drew numerous
compliments as a tremendous venue to host a very
enjoyable outdoor event.

The other main topic considered at the meeting was the
forward diary of events with the planning for the 2 Nov
Bonfire & Fireworks and the 7 Dec Christmas Fayre set in
motion.

The next meeting is set to follow on from the Annual
General Meeting, which will take place at 7pm on
Tuesday 29 October. The AGM is open to all.

CHURCH COUNCIL

The PCC met, under the chairmanship, for the first time, of
Revd Trudy Hobson on 23 August. She emphasised the
need for good communication and made it clear that her
intention is principally to watch and listen during her first
months in post. The exception to this approach would be in
any area where proper procedures were not being followed.

And without inferring
that anything was
wrong at present, she
made clear her duty
to ensure that the
safeguarding policies
are robust and being
adhered to in all the
parishes in her
charge. All PCCs in
the team will be
briefed together on
this topic on 6
October.
The meeting received
a number of routine
reports that hopefully
painted a picture for
the new Chair of an
active church
community who are
both open and welcoming and who also play a key role in
the broader life of the village.
As with most churches, finance is an area of concern.
While managing to stay in the black, the payment of the
Diocesan Share will become increasingly challenging and
the meeting heard that while it is hoped to move ahead with
the project to install new facilities, in the form of a toilet and
catering facilities, a very substantial bill for the necessary
overhaul of the organ is looming. There are grants
available for both these areas but they seldom cover the
full cost and to qualify it will be necessary to demonstrate
community commitment through local fundraising too. The
formation of the Friends Group has been welcomed as a
means of focussing this effort. Gift Day has been set as
Sat 26 Oct. Revd Trudy, together with other PCC
members, will be in the church between 10.30 and 12.00
for villagers to learn more about the church's financial
position and its future plans before (hopefully) making
donations towards either general church funds or for fabric.
On the social front, a plan was formed for the Harvest
Supper on 21 Sep, but sadly this was subsequently
cancelled due to lack of take up. The final produce stall
gathering of the season is the next event in the calendar.
(See the front page advertisement for details.)
The PCC will meet again on 24 October.

Richard Jackman

PARISH COUNCIL
The September meeting of the Parish Council was held on
Thursday 5th September at the Village Hall. Cllrs King
(Chair), Morris, Phillips, Robbins, Russell, Walker and
Wilson were present along with one member of the public.
Councillor Phillips has spoken to her contact with regards to
producing a village map; this may be possible after
Christmas. Cllrs King and Robbins have both seen
examples in other villages and will get photographs.
The notice informing the parish of the Councillor vacancy
has been displayed on the noticeboard and we will hope to
be in a position to co-opt a new member soon. If you are
interested in joining us, please contact the Clerk
(melissaatyeo@btinternet.com or 01985 301478) as soon
as possible.
Discussions are underway regarding the 2019 Christmas
tree, with the possibility of something different this year.

Bentleys galore and their owners
enjoying a Robbins hog roast

FUN QUIZ – plus hot
supper!

Friday 11th October 2019
Doors open 7pm for 7.30 start

Sutton Veny Village Hall
BA12 7AP

£10 per head in aid of
Chaima Christian Institute in

Maridi, South Sudan
Please bring your own drinks

Admission by ticket only from
Eva - 01985 216238
Trudy(UWVT) - 01985

840081
Gay – 01373 832490

mailto:melissaatyeo@btinternet.com


Further talks will take place at the October meeting.
The Clerk has a meeting with idVerde to discuss repair
options for the multi-play unit at the play area and will report
back at the October meeting.
Finally, if you are looking for extra gardening space, there is
still a vacant plot at the allotments site at the Deverill Road
Trading Estate. Please contact Melissa if you would like
further details.
The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on 3rd
October beginning at 7pm.
Full minutes of the meeting are available on the Sutton Veny
website. Melissa Atyeo melissaatyeo@btinternet.com

FROM THE RECTORY.
Well what an exciting day (or should I say egg-citing!).
Saturday 17th August saw six rescue hens arrive at their
forever home in the Rectory garden. We collected our girls
from a wonderful couple in Andover, who had picked up 100
hens that morning for rehoming under the umbrella of ‘Fresh
Start for Hens’, which is a charity that re-homes thousands
of ex-battery hens throughout the year. I
can honestly say that my dad, sister
(Nancy) and I were overcome with the
size of the re-homing day operation and
just so thankful to God at being able to be
part of it.
By midday the six beautiful, scruffy girls
arrived home and, after clipping their
wings and spraying them with ‘purple
spray’, we left them to settle in as we prepared for the
Rectory garden party. In no time at all, many from across the
Upper Wylye Valley Team came along to share tea, cake
and some great conversations. Most were about me settling
into this beautiful part of the country and my new life as
Rector, but the chickens drew a fair share of attention too.
I’m not sure what my guests made of me, but I think the
chickens were a great hit. To top off what was for me a
pretty perfect day, a group of bell ringers, who were visiting
as many bell towers as possible for charity, began to ring the
bells of St John’s and in my heart I joined their joyful peals in
praise to our wonderful God that blesses us richly.
Rev Trudy, Rector.

HILARY GIBSON
On behalf of all of Hilary’s family, I would like to extend a huge
THANK YOU to all of the village for their support and kindness over the
last 6 months, and especially since Hil passed away at the end of June.
We have received more cards, messages and offers of help than we
could possibly list, and we are extremely grateful. It was wonderful to
see such a full church for her memorial service, and very humbling to
hear all your memories of a special lady. She will not be forgotten.
Mike, Sarah and Katie.
Footnote - Mike & Katie are running the Great South Run on
20th Oct in aid of Salisbury Hospice. You can sponsor them
by searching for Michael-Gibson18 on the JustGiving
website.

CHURCH BOOK SHOP
Over the summer months there have
been several loads of new books
dropped off at the church, it’s worth
going along to have a browse.

MOBILE LIBRARY - More than you imagined

TheWiltshireMobile Library visits Sutton Veny once every four
weeks on a Friday stopping for 45 minutes just outside the
school. The service is available for everyone to use and the
mobile carries a good
stock of books in
hardback, paperback,
large print and audiobook
formats. Pick up a thriller, romance, family saga or adventure
novel, or browse our shelves for books on gardening,
biography, cookery or local history titles and if you can’t find
what you want we can request it for you from another library for
a small charge.
Joining the library is freeandeasy, just bringalongproof of your
name and address, or you can use you library card issued from
anotherWiltshire library. Also there no fines for overdue books
borrowed from the mobile library.
The mobile library is fully accessible and is fitted with a
customer lift. The mobile library manager is always happy to
help.
Come along and discover what we have to offer, it may be just
more than you imagined! One customer recently commented:-
Themobile library provides a great service formyself and other
members of the community. In addition to a range of books it
results in a useful meeting place and have a good chat.
Time: 9.45 – 10.30am
Dates: Friday’s on Oct 11, Nov 8, Dec 6
Mobile timetables can also be viewed online at
http://services.wiltshire.gov.uk/MobileLibrary
WORK HARD & PLAY HARD
Sutton Veny author Ian Harris chose the Village Hall on 3
July for the official launch of his autobiography, 'Work Hard
and Play Hard'. Much of Ian's working life was spent as a
commodities trader (mostly coffee and tea) in East Africa.
During that time, from the mid 50s to the late 80s, he
witnessed many political and social changes in that region
where he had a number interesting experiences such as
being ambushed by thieves, playing rugby against Idi Amin
and shielding in his Mombasa home, King Patrick of Toro,
who was in exile from his homeland. He has a fascinating
tale to tell and readers can buy a copy of his book directly
from him. Contact Ian or Lottie on 840812 for more details.
FRIENDS OF SUTTON VENY CHURCH
The trustees met on 9 Sep and reflected on a successful
summer party held on 27 July. It is planned to make this an
annual event with the main emphasis being on thanking all
those who support the church in any way.
Membership continues to grow steadily
and at present levels a predictable annual
income of approximately £3,000 is
anticipated. Once formally registered as a
charity and with Gift Aid, this figure will
increase further. This is good news at this
early stage when membership will hopefully grow further and
event-base income will improve things too. With the big
projects that will enhance the utility of the church for all
villagers (toilet and catering facilities) firmly in mind, and for
which the Friends Group will establish dedicated fundraising
teams, the trustees are also considering, in conjunction with
the PCC, the scope for possible quick wins. Improved
localised heating in the open space at the rear of the church
is near the top of the list. Watch this space for details.
The next event on the horizon is an evening talk followed
by a supper on Friday 29 November. The format will allow
anyone who is interested to gather in the church (perhaps
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with a glass of wine) to hear Andrew Campbell describe
Operation Pedestal, a maritime convoy that was conceived
to break the siege of Malta, and in so doing influenced the
course of the Second World War. Entry to the talk will be
free, but donations will be invited This will be followed by a
ticketed supper in the Village Hall.
Details of the above event and more about the activities of
the Friends can be found on the Friends page of the village
website. And before long you'll be able to see this
information and more on a Friends of Sutton Veny
Facebook page that is being developed.

Richard Jackman (Secretary)

SIGHTINGS (Better viewed in the online version)

LOCAL CHURCH SERVICES
September
Sun 29 10am Team Communion at Norton Bavant
October
Sun 6 10am Café church in the Village Hall, breakfast

from 9.30am
Sun 13 9.30am Parish Communion
Sun 20 11am Matins
Sun 27 8.30am Holy Communion

VILLAGE & SURROUNDINGS DIARY
October
Sat 5th - Community Coffee Morning/Final Produce Stall

10.30am in church
Fri 11th - Quiz & Supper for Sudans - VH
Thur 24th - Community Coffee Morning - 10.30am in VH
Sat 26th - Church Gift Day 10.30am -12.00

- Warminster Carnival 6.45pm
Tue 29th - Village Hall AGM 7.00pm
November
Sat 2nd - Bonfire & Fireworks - Alexander Field - 6pm
Wed 6th - Warminster History Society - St Leonard's Old

Church (Jill Russell) - 7.30pm Warminster
Library

Thur 28th - NSPCC Christmas Fair - Codford VH 10.30am
Fri 29th - Friends of SV Church Talk in church (open & free)

at 7.00pm followed by ticketed supper

HELLOS & FAREWELLS....AND CONGRATULATIONS

We say just a temporary farewell to the Campbell-Smiths
who are leaving their home in Deverill Road for a stint in
Muscat, Oman.
We welcome Jon and Lindsey Nolan who have come
from Warminster and moved into 8 Shepherds Forge. We
also welcome Kirsty & Paul Self, together with Kirsty's
mother Angela Seviour, to their new home at 6 The High
Street, having moved from 21 Springhead.
We join Her Majesty The Queen in offering very many
congratulations to Carol & David Eyres on their 60th
wedding anniversary.
We also congratulate Brian Long on his success as the
local bowls champion.
If readers are aware of arrivals or departures from the
village and the people in question are happy to be
mentioned in the Newsletter please let the editor know.
Similarly, messages of congratulation, with the agreement
of the parties concerned, should be sent to the editor.

VILLAGE HALL CONTACT DETAILS
Bookings - Gay Woods (tel. 840057)
svvhbookings808@gmail.com

Chair - Richard Jackman (tel 840899)

NEWSLETTER CONTACT DETAILS & NEXT EDITION

Send all items for the November Newsletter by 18th
October latest please, to the interim editor (Richard
Jackman) using the Newsletter email
svvhnewsletter@gmail.com
Feedback / comments on this edition and also ANY
other village topics are very welcome. Better still would
be articles for print and photographs of local events .....
as well as offers of help to produce this Newsletter.

Blackadder & Baldrick
spotted at St Leonard's

The bride & groom departing
from the Ozanne wedding.

PUB SIGNS & LITERATURE
- Tequila Mockingbird
- Lucky Gin
- Paradise Sloshed
- From Beer to Paternity
- Ouzo's Afraid of Virginia Wolf
- Bridget Jones' Daiquiri
Why not dream up a few more over your next jar in The
Woolpack?

CODFORD & DISTRICT GARDENING CLUB
The October meeting of the Gardening Club is on
Wednesday 16th October at 7.15pm for 7.30pm
In the Large Hall of Codford Village Hall
Free Coffee etc served before the lecture.
Marcus Dancer is coming to speak about 'The Winter
Garden' and will be bringing plants with him for sale.
We look forward to seeing you.
Karen Johnstone

RAINFALL FIGURES FOR JULY & AUGUST
July Rainfall: 49mm
July average (9 yrs): 63.5mm
Range: 17.5 -128mm

August Rainfall: 71mm
August average (9 yrs): 76.1mm
Range: 46-127mm

Peter Strangeways
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