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SILLY, BUT ALSO A SAD SEASON
Nationally, July and August are known as the Silly
Season and the antics of politicians may be
reinforcing that
reputation. Locally, the
holidays, preceded by
the Flower Show, are a
time to recharge our
batteries, soak up
some sun and perhaps
to rediscover our youth
with some silliness.

Undoubtedly there was
some silliness on
display at this year's
Flower Show as well
as the serious business of the competition for sought-
after prizes. The show was blessed with good weather
and all the hard work that went into preparing for it
was rewarded with another successful day for the

organisers and a great day out for the many who
attended. A report by Lucy Waters, Flower Show
Chair, follows.

Your editor is abroad as this
edition is prepared for the presses
and is once again challenged by
the absence of submitted material
to include in this double edition.
Sadly, unbidden information that
has arrived is the sad news of not
just one, but three deaths in the
village in recent weeks. Hilary
Gibson died on 30 Jun, Pippa
Gentry (Shorland until quite
recently) on 12 July and Hermione
Young on 18 July. They will all be
known to many in the village and

will be very sadly missed.

Please note there will be no Newsletter in
September.

A PARTY FOR THE WHOLE VILLAGE

FRIENDS OF SUTTON
VENY CHURCH

SUMMER PARTY in the Churchyard
SATURDAY 27th July

11am to 1pm
Produce Stall - Bubbles & Nibbles

Live Music
PLEASE COME AND JOIN US!



A FLOWER SHOW COMPETITOR'S PERSPECTIVE
David Eyres, a regular and keen competitor over many years
was keen to give his views of this year's show & to sing the
praises of its organisers. Blessed with good weather, which
the committee couldn't control, he was hugely impressed at
how well the competitors were supported and visitors were
made welcome by a strong team of helpful and generally

young women. He was only mildly disappointed that his
delicious lunchtime burger was served by a burly six foot
bloke! He singled out the singing by the military wives and
the school children as being very moving and enjoyed the
entertaining dog show and the impressive range of stalls.
Everything was so well organised and geared towards
ensuring everyone had a great day. He felt that Lucy Waters
and her committee should be warmly congratulated for
arranging such a good event ....... and encouraged to repeat
their success next year!

CHURCH SERVICES & A BRACE OF BISHOPS
It's not often that the Upper Wylye Valley is visited by two out
of Salisbury Diocese's three bishops in the space of a week.
On 29 July the Bishop of Salisbury will officiate at Revd
Trudy Hobson's licensing service at Heytesbury and, closer
to home, on Sun 4th August at 6 pm Revd Trudy will be
joined by the Bishop of Ramsbury to lead the annual service
in St Leonard's old church off Duck Street. Musical
accompaniment will be provided, as usual, by Heytesbury's
Robin Scard and his group playing traditional instruments.
Seating is limited, so come early or be prepared to be part of
the congregation that spills out into the roofless nave. Dress
accordingly and perhaps bring a deck chair.

VILLAGE HALL MATTERS
There are no meetings planned until 3rd September - that's
plenty of time to think, or better still, ask about becoming one
of the trustees ....... or even helping produce this Newsletter.
Contact a trustee and/or the interim editor for more
information.

.PARISH COUNCIL
The July meeting of the Parish Council was held on Thursday
4th July at the Village Hall. Cllrs King (Chair), Lusty, Robbins,
Russell, Walker and Wilson were present; no members of the
public were in attendance.
It was agreed to purchase a new picnic bench (similar to
those on the Alexander Memorial Field) to replace the broken
bench.
Cllr Morris reported some problems with the trees in the in
the Chapel Drain graveyard, a report has provided by
Downlands Tree Surgery and works will be undertaken.
Sadly, we have received a letter of resignation from Cllr
Owen. Will has served on the Parish Council for seven years
and we have very much appreciated his fair and level headed
approach and he was, of course, a useful and effective link
between the Spitting Feathers group and the PC.
The vacancy will be reported to Wiltshire Council and then
will be advertised if and when we receive the go-ahead to co-
opt a new member. Please keep your eyes peeled for the
notices should you be interested in joining us.
Plot Two on the allotments site at the Deverill Road Trading
Estate has become available, please contact the Clerk if you
are interested in taking it on – Melissa Atyeo 01985 301478
or melissaatyeo@btinternet.com
The delayed repairs to the children’s play area have been
chased up and should soon be completed.
The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on 5th
September; no meeting is held in August.
Full minutes of the meeting will be available on the Sutton
Veny website shortly.
Melissa Atyeo melissaatyeo@btinternet.com

THE 2019 SUTTON VENY FLOWER SHOW
The Warminster Journal's three page
spread is an indicator of the success
of this year's Flower Show for the
four villages of Sutton Veny,
Bishopstrow, Norton Bavant &
Tytherington. The 19 July edition of
The Journal carried a full list of
winners in the numerous competition

categories as
well as more
great photos.
Lucy Waters
and her committee's hard work were
rewarded by an impressive turn out
on the day. She writes:
"What another fantastic year for the
Sutton Veny Flower Show.
We had 1250

visitors and helpers in total on
the day with 51 stalls in total
ranging from children’s
games, plants and honey to
cheese, yoga and
crêpes. There was
something for everyone,
including donkey rides and
‘walk a goat’, which were both a
massive hit. On

the competitive front there
were 528 entries in the
marquee. Once again
amazing us with people’s
talents.
Our team of helpers did a
fantastic job, managing the
gate, running the bar and
helping with the judging in

the marquee. We also had help from the Warminster
cadets, who were a
massive asset to the
team.
Thank you to everyone
that entered, came
long on the day and
that helped out.
Special thanks go to all
the younger helpers
we had this year. Setting up the pavilion and gazebos as
well as arranging tombolas on Friday night took Harry,
Emily, Millie, Charlie, Harry and Mia way past bedtime.

Next year’s show will be on the 11th of July 2020. Mark
your diaries now!
Thank you once again for making the 52nd flower show a
fantastic day". Lucy Waters

mailto:melissaatyeo@btinternet.com


RIDE AND STRIDE
This year’s Ride+Stride takes place on 14 September and
there will be prizes for those visiting the most churches
and raising the most money. Join us on a bike, on foot or
on horseback and help keep Wiltshire’s churches looking
beautiful.
Half the money raised will be given to the church of your
choice and the other half will go to the Wiltshire Churches
Trust enabling them to make grants to local churches to help
with urgent repair and maintenance costs.

Why not enjoy a lovely day out in the beautiful Wiltshire
countryside and visit our many historic churches along the
way.

For more details and sponsorship forms please contact your
local organiser: Valerie Hopkins on 01985 84037.

FRIENDS OF SUTTON
VENY CHURCH

Readers may not see this
edition before the Summer
Party, combined with the
Produce Stall, on Saturday
27th July, in the churchyard
extension. If you do see the
invitation please go, if you
don't then we hope you
enjoyed it. And if you didn't
go, you probably missed
out on the first of what is
planned to be an informal and enjoyable annual event for
the whole village.
The trustees met on 5 July and have grown their number by
one. Alick Moore has graciously accepted the invitation to
join the Friends governing body and to take on the role of
Treasurer from Christopher Elliott, who has in turn taken
over from George Brooks as Chairman.
Membership continues to grow, both from those in the
village and those with connections to it through marriages,
christenings and burials. The bank balance is edging
towards £2,000 and once the income passes the £5,000
mark it will be possible to apply for formal charitable status
and make use of Gift Aid. If you haven't yet become a
member please pick up a leaflet from the church.
Peter Hopkins has invested a lot of his time in organising the
summer party and all the trustees are now applying
themselves to arranging an autumn event. More details will
follow.
We very much hope that as the membership grows a sub-
group of members with good ideas for events and the

oomph to arrange them will emerge. If that description fits
you then please get in touch.

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH ADVICE
Distraction Burglaries
The impact of distraction burglary – when an offender tricks
their way into someone’s house, often posing as a workman
or tradesman, before stealing from them – should not be
underestimated.
Two local to Warminster women in their 80s were targeted
recently in separate incidents, and were left feeling
frightened in their own homes.
Sgt Tom Ellerby, from Wiltshire South East CPT, urges
everyone who has vulnerable or elderly friends, relatives or
neighbours to take the time to have regular conversations
with them about the importance of home security.
Here are some top tips:

CODFORD & DISTRICT GARDENING CLUB
7th August - Last Trip of the Summer is to Manor Farm,
Hampreston nr Wimbourne (Home of the `Trehane
family.)
26th September - Nick Wray, Curator of Bristol Botanic
Gardens will be speaking on "Darwin and the Voyage of
the Beagle".
The meeting will start with coffee etc at 7.15pm and the
speaker will begin his talk on 7.30pm. It should be a
fascinating talk, so if anyone wishes to join us - they will
be most welcome.

RAINFALL FIGURES FOR JUNE
June Rainfall: 85mm
June average (8 yrs): 66.4 mm
Range: 22 - 153 mm

Peter Strangeways

MALAPHOR MASH-UP

- I can read him like the back of my book.
- The sacred cows have come home to roost with a
vengeance.
- We could stand here and talk until the cows turn blue.
- We will get there by hook or ladder. . . .
- It's time to step up to the plate and lay your cards on the
table.
- He's burning the midnight oil from both ends.
- It sticks out like a sore throat.
- It's like looking for a needle in a hayride.
- We'll burn that bridge when we come to it
- Its time to wake up and smell the music
- A bird in the hand is worth plenty of fish in the sea

Saturday 14th September



- You are never required to open their door to unexpected
callers and it is not rude to send someone away.
- "IF YOU'RE NOT SURE, DON'T OPEN THE DOOR".
- Display a 'No Cold Calling Home' sticker to discourage
unwanted callers.
- Ask to see the caller's ID, even if they have made an
appointment to see you, and call their company yourself
(not on a number they provide) to check they are genuine.
- Use a spy hole and door chain.

FOR SALE
Shed - £50
Garden shed / workshop /
store. 12ft x 10ft.
Buyer dismantles and
carts everything away.
Ring 840868

Petrol Mower + 2 Petrol
Cans - FREE!
Call 01985 840033 and announce your name when
phoning as I have Call Guardian
Christine Baker, 4 Greenhill Gardens

LOCAL CHURCH SERVICES

July
Mon 29 7.00pm Licensing Service for Rev Trudy

Hobson - Heytesbury Church
(Bishop of Salisbury officiating)

August
During August Team services are spread around the
benefice and will represent an opportunity for Revd Trudy
Hobson to lead services at all churches and hopefully to
meet as many parishioners as possible after her licensing
on 29 July.
Sun 4 10am Café Church in Sutton Veny Village

Hall (breakfast from 9.30)
6.00pm Evensong at St Leonard’s

Sun 11 10am Team Communion at Codford St Mary
6.00pm Evensong at Upton Lovell

Thur 15 6.00pm Festival of the Blessed Virgin Mary
at Boyton

Sun 18 10am Matins at Knook
6.00pm Parish Communion at Tytherington

Sun 25 10am Team Communion at Codford St Peter
6.00pm Evensong at Heytesbury

September
Sun 1 10am Café Church (breakfast from 9.30)
Sun 8 9.30am Parish Communion
Sun 15 11am Harvest Festival
Sun 22 8.30am Holy Communion
Sun 29 10am Team Communion at Norton Bavant

VILLAGE & SURROUNDINGS DIARY
July
Sat 27th - Produce Stall & Friends of Church Summer Party.

11.00 Churchyard
August
Wed 7th - Codford & District Gardening Club outing -

Manor Farm, Hampreston
Sat 17th - Warminster Medieval Fair
Sat 17th - The Delaware Road Festival - New Zealand

Camp Farm (Near Imber)

September
Sat 7th - Flower Arranging Demonstration - Codford

Woolstore
- Glow in the Park Fun Run - Longleat

Sat 14th - Ride and Stride
Thur 26th - Codford & District Gardening Club - "Darwin &

the Voyage of the Beagle" talk

HELLOS & FAREWELLS....AND CONGRATULATIONS

Sadly we say final farewells to Hilary Gibson, Pippa Gentry
and Hermione Young who died on 30 June, 12 July and 18
July respectively. Our condolences go to Mike Gibson and
their daughters, to Geoffrey Gentry and to Robert Young
and their family.

No arrivals or departures have been notified to the
Newsletter this month.

Also please note the expansion in scope of this section to
include congratulations.

If readers are aware of arrivals or departures from the village and
the people in question are happy to be mentioned in the Newsletter
please let the editor know. Similarly, messages of congratulation,
with the agreement of the parties concerned, should be sent to the
editor.

VILLAGE HALL CONTACT DETAILS
Bookings - Gay Woods (tel. 840057)
svvhbookings808@gmail.com

Chair - Richard Jackman (tel 840899)

NEWSLETTER CONTACT DETAILS & NEXT EDITION

Send all items for the October Newsletter (NB No
Newsletter in September) by 20th September latest
please, to the interim editor (Richard Jackman) using the
Newsletter email svvhnewsletter@gmail.com

Feedback / comments on this edition and also ANY
other village topics are very welcome. Better still would
be articles for print and photographs of local events .....
as well as offers of help to produce this Newsletter.

FLOWER ARRANGING DEMONSTRATION
by CHELSEA GOLD MEDALIST, EMILY BROOMHEAD

in the Woolstore Theatre, Codford on 7th September.
Doors open at 10.15am.

Demonstration starts at 11am
Followed by raffle for the arrangements and a finger

buffet lunch.
Bar will be open.

Tickets £15 from Jane Collins 01985 850200
J. Claypoole 01985 850724

Proceeds to The Friends of Saint Mary's Church.

mailto:svvhnewsletter@gmail.com

