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JUNE LOOMS & IT'S MID SUMMER ALREADY
With the exception of the Cricket Club 10k and fun runners,
the Easter and early May Bank Holidays may have slowed
the pace of our lives a little, but June looms and, with the
summer solstice on the 24th, its
frightening to think that the
nights will soon be drawing in!

Moving school and village
ANZAC ceremonies on 25 and
28 April respectively drew a
number of southern
hemisphere visitors and once
again reinforced our ANZAC
linkages. And the last few
weeks have seen a flurry of
village meetings too. A little
wine staved off the cold and
helped the annual church
meeting go well on 30 April. On
2 May, in a toasty-warm village
hall, the Annual Parish Meeting was
the opportunity for village
organisations to provide reports of
the past year. Congratulations go
to Lyn and Bob Payne, who were presented with the Parish
Council Community Award.

Amongst the long list of things that Lyn & Bob do for the
village is that they deliver this Newsletter to Bests Lane.
The adjacent patch on Norton Road has been served by
Jane Coates, who has been a deliverer of this publication
and the Parish News for about 30 yrs. She has certainly

earned her retirement and can enjoy
hearing her copies, dropped through
the letterbox by her successor, Nick
Barton, to whom grateful thanks go
for his volunteering.

If you enjoyed, or perhaps missed,
the Village Clean Up on 11th May
when a dozen or so folk turned out
to litter pick and tidy up the School &
Village Hall car park, then you get
another chance to roll up your
sleeves with others at the Big
Church Clean on 1st June or
perhaps as a volunteer helper at
the Flower Show on 13th July.

Please note there will be no
Newsletter in September. The
August issue will be a double

bill for August & September.

SAVE THE DATE!

FRIENDS OF SUTTON VENY CHURCH
SUMMER PARTY in the Churchyard

SATURDAY 27th July
11am to 1pm

Produce Stall - Bubbles & Nibbles
Live Music

Val King with Lyn & Bob Payne

Winners of the Community Award



VILLAGE HALL MATTERS
An almost full turnout of trustees met on 7th May to cover
mostly routine business, but also to take stock on the
preparations for future events. The Quiz Night with Fish &
Chips on 18 May appeared to be shaping up well and the ball
was set rolling for the Bonfire & Fireworks Night on 2nd
November.
Maintenance and redecoration items in the Hall were
identified to receive attention during the school's summer
holidays and a contract will be placed soon to upgrade the
neon tube up-lighters with LEDs. We hope that this will not
only save energy, but also help to reduce the interference
with the sound system and audio loop.

Richard Jackman

QUIZ NIGHT WITH FISH & CHIPS

Fish is supposed to be brain
food. Some teams might have
wished the fish & chips had
been served earlier in order to
help them grapple with some
of the fiendish questions
posed by Sam & Justin Head.
After a slow build up to ticket
sales, almost 90 people
eventually attended this very
enjoyable evening that saw
Plan B (a Guerri-Fear/
Buckland combination)
emerging as the victors. In
addition to the quizmasters,
thanks for its success goes to
Julian Stapleton as lead
organiser, with Gay Woods
and Sue Gorwill providing
strong support with the raffle
and setting/tidying up. A lot of
fun was had and almost £600
was raised for the Village Hall.

PARISH COUNCIL
Annual Parish Meeting
The Sutton Veny Annual Parish Meeting was held on
Thursday 2nd May at the Village Hall. Representatives of local
groups and organisations were invited to attend or submit a
report on their activities over the last 12 months. The
organisations that took part this year were Trustees of the
Village Hall, Flower Show Committee, Neighbourhood
Watch, WI and SVPCC. A report was given by the Chairman
of the Parish Council and the Clerk presented a financial
summary.
The Parish Council Community Award Cup, kindly donated
by former resident and Councillor Anna Addington in 2015,
was this year presented to Bob & Lynette Payne. Bob &
Lynette, both individually and as a couple have contributed
so much to the village over many years; most notably
involvement with the Flower Show, Parish Council, Church
flowers and the maintenance of the Pound Piece garden.

Annual Council Meeting

The Parish Meeting was followed by the Annual Council
Meeting; all Councillors were in attendance. The first item of
business was to elect a Chairman for the forthcoming year,
Val King was elected as Chair and Katherine Wilson will

serve as Vice-Chair.
The theme for the photography category, sponsored by the
Parish Council was decided; it will be ‘wildlife’ this year.
Cllr Russell has managed to temporarily repair the damaged
to the bench on the Village Green, but the Clerk will look into
a replacement as the condition of it is not ideal.
The renewal of the Parish Council’s insurance policy was
approved, along with the annual subscription to Wiltshire
Association of Local Councils.
The full minutes of the meetings, together with copies of the
reports given at the Annual Parish Meeting will be available
on the village website shortly and our next meeting will be
held on Thursday 6th June.
Finally, please note the Clerk’s new address is 39 Boreham
Road, Warminster BA12 9JP and telephone number 01985

301478
Melissa Atyeo
melissaatyeo@btinternet.com

ST JOHN'S CHURCH
COUNCIL
The Annual Parish Church
Meeting took place in the
church on 30th April with Revd
Jane Shaw in the chair.
Grateful thanks went to Brian
Long who indicated he was
prepared to continue to serve
as Churchwarden. The existing
PCC members, with the
exception of Frank Lowe, who
was standing down after almost
30 years of service, also
agreed to continue. Philip Clark
reported that the new electoral
roll had broadly the same
numbers as the last
(approximately 80) but it was

noted that the message about the need for people to register
anew had not got through to everyone. Thankfully there is no
issue about adding names after the 15 April closing date.
The meeting received a report on the proceedings of the
PCC from Annabel Elliott, who is providing coverage as the
PCC Secretary while the
quest for a volunteer for this
role continues. Reports on
fabric and churchyard
matters, as well as ones from
committees and sub-groups
of the wider Upper Wylye
Valley Team, were also
received.
The Treasurer, Andrew
Crisp, presented his financial
report, which painted a
satisfactory, but perhaps
unrepresentative picture due
to the additional income
generated last year by the
events associated with the 150th anniversary celebrations.
He indicated that the financial road ahead would not be an
easy one and emphasised the importance of dependable
income through planned giving. He endorsed the PCC's early
adoption of the Parish Giving Scheme, which employs a
Direct Debit to compensate for inflation and automates the
collection of Gift Aid. The scheme is proving to be a great
success and is preferable to the traditional Standing Order.
The meeting welcomed the formation of the Friends of Sutton

Café Church children and helpers with their rescued
lost ducks in the churchyard labyrinth

mailto:melissaatyeo@btinternet.com


Veny Church group, whose fundraising aims to provide
support to necessary fabric expenditure, but not to the
payment of the annual Share of over £16,000 to Salisbury
Diocese.
The PCC met in ordinary session on 2 May and with most
routine reporting already covered at the APCM, the meeting
was able to focus primarily on future events, and in particular
the arrival, in July, of Revd Trudy Hobson, our new Priest in
Charge.

THE CHURCHYARD ON SHOW
The church, but mainly the churchyard, was on show over
the early May Bank holiday weekend. On Saturday 4 May
Sutton Veny hosted the annual seminar of the Wiltshire
Living Churchyards and Cemeteries Project.
Based mainly in the Village Hall, the gathering of over 50
people heard a range of stimulating talks before being led
around the churchyard by Dr John Akeroyd, a renowned
botanist.
John pointed out a wide range of wildflowers and grasses to
be found in our churchyard and at the conclusion of the
event our church was presented with another ‘Bishop’s
Award’ reflecting our fifth year of sympathetic churchyard
management.

On Sunday 5th May the mown labyrinth in the churchyard
extension provided a focus for a children’s treasure hunt.
'Lost' plastic ducks had to be found and then reunited with
their friends in the centre.
The churchyard extension by the labyrinth is the area where
it is planned to have the Friends of Sutton Veny Church
Summer Party on Saturday 27th July. Let’s hope the
weather is as sunny, but a bit warmer!

WI - OUTING TO KEW
We are arranging a trip to Kew
Gardens for Tuesday, 23rd July and
would be happy to include non
members on this outing. There will
be the Glass Sculptures and the
Palace to see and perhaps try the
new restaurant for afternoon tea.
We hope to enjoy a guided tour
around the Gardens on the Kew Explorer land train (to save
the feet), and learn about Kew's flora and fauna, historic
buildings and vital conservation work. If anyone would like to
join us please telephone Penny Carroll on 01985 841 340 or
e-mail penelopecarroll@hotmail.com.

Tickets and fare will be £36.
Our meetings are every fourth Tuesday of the month and
start at 7.30 p.m. in Sutton Veny Village Hall and visitors are
always welcome.

CODFORD & DISTRICT GARDENING CLUB
June 19th - The 2nd trip for the summer is to Horatio's
Garden in Salisbury Hospital.
The 'Real" Coach will pick up from the following places -
Bishopstrow at 1.35 - Upton Lovell Bus Stop at 1.40 - The
George, Codford at 1.45, Bottom of Chitterne Road at
1.48 and Wylye Church at 2pm. Returning from the
hospital about 4pm.
Subject to space, non members may obtain tickets from
Karen on 850258 or via email karen@the woolstore.co.uk
Future trips
17th July - Trip to Duck Pond Barn in Wingfield
7th August - Last Trip of the Summer on to Manor Farm,
Hampreston nr Wimbourne (Home of the `Trehane
family.)

THE 2019 SUTTON VENY
FLOWER SHOW
The Sutton Veny Flower Show on
Saturday 13th July is fast
approaching, schedules are
being printed and will soon be
delivered. We had a phenomenal
number of entries last year and
we would love to try to beat it this
year. So, get making, growing
and baking and encourage
friends and family to get involved
too - even if they don’t live in the village, we would love for
them to join in. This year we have a new group children’s
class. So please encourage your children to work together
with siblings, cousins and friends to submit entries.
Please save up any unwanted bottles and jars etc for our
bottle stall (both for adults and children). Just drop them off
when handing in forms. This is a great stall for the day, so
donations are welcomed.
Lastly, are you able to spare an hour or two to help support
the show? We need many more volunteers to help. Last
year's volunteers and helpers did a fantastic job and we
would love to see them back again together with some
new faces. Special thanks go to Gordon, for supplying and
delivering straw bales and lowering the fence from the car
park to the field last year. This helped improve the safety of
the show and provided lots of seating for visitors. Without
the volunteers it would be so hard to run the show.
Please email suttonvenyflowershow@yahoo.com or call
07921513172 to offer to help.

Many thanks from the Flower Show Committee

mailto:penelopecarroll@hotmail.com
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GANDHI MEETS MARY POPPINS
Mahatma Gandhi walked barefoot everywhere, to the point
that the soles of his feet became
quite thick and hard. Being a very
spiritual person, he ate very little
and often fasted. As a result, he
was quite thin and frail.
Furthermore, due to his diet, he

ended up
with very
bad
breath.
Therefore,
he came
to be known as a super callused,
fragile mystic plagued with halitosis.

LOCAL CHURCH SERVICES

May
Sun 26th - 9.30 Holy Communion
June
Sun 2 10.00am Café Church in SV Village Hall
(breakfast from 9.30)
Sun 9 9.30am Parish Communion
Sun 16 11.00am Matins
Sun 23 8.30am Holy Communion
Sun 30 10.00am Team Service at Heytesbury

VILLAGE & SURROUNDINGS DIARY
May
Thur 30th - Community Coffee Morning 10.30 Village Hall
Fri 31st - 2nd June - Stockton Vintage Nostalgia Festival
June
Sat 1st - Big Church Clean 10.00
Sat 8th June - Boyton & Corton Fete 2.30
Thur 13th - Norton Bavant Open Gardens
July
Sat 6th - Produce Stall starts again. 10.30
Fri 12th - Armed Forces Day celebrations - Salisbury
Sat 13th - Flower Show, Alexander Field
Sat 27th - Produce Stall & Friends of Church Summer
Party. 11.00 Churchyard

HELLOS & FAREWELLS....AND CONGRATULATIONS

We wish Melissa Atyeo well in her new home in Warminster,
but are pleased that she's retaining her strong links with the
village.

No other arrivals or departures have been notified to the
Newsletter this month.

Also please note the expansion in scope of this section to
include congratulations.

If readers are aware of arrivals or departures from the village and
the people in question are happy to be mentioned in the Newsletter
please let the editor know. Similarly, messages of congratulation,
with the agreement of the parties concerned, should be sent to the
editor

VILLAGE HALL CONTACT DETAILS
Bookings - Gay Woods (tel. 840057)
svvhbookings808@gmail.com

Chair - Richard Jackman (tel 840899)

NEWSLETTER CONTACT DETAILS & NEXT EDITION

Send all items for the July Newsletter by 14th June latest
please, to the interim editor (Richard Jackman) using the
Newsletter email svvhnewsletter@gmail.com

Feedback / comments on this edition and also ANY
other village topics are very welcome. Better still would
be articles for print and or photographs of local events.

STAFF WANTED
The Woolpack is hiring! If you'd like to join the waiting/bar
staff team please contact Tim or Abbie on 01985 840834
to discuss what the work would entail and whether you'd
be suited to it.

SUTTON VENY PRODUCE
STALL - SAVE THE DATE!
The Produce Stall will begin
again on Saturday 6 July at
1030.
You will find us, as usual and by
kind permission of the
landowners, on the grass
adjacent to Walnut Close.
PLEASE NOTE - NO PRODUCE
STALL ON 13 JULY - FLOWER
SHOW DAY

We look forward to seeing you there at the beginning of
what we hope will be another successful season.

Valerie Hopkins

RAINFALL FIGURES FOR APRIL
April Rainfall: 52mm
April average (8 yrs): 66.5 mm
Range: 8.5* - 180 mm**
*April 2012 very dry and **2017 was
very wet!

Peter Strangeways
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