FEBRUARY 2019

SPRING'S AROUND THE CORNER
We're officially past midwinter and the days are getting
longer in terms of daylight, but there's no getting away from
the fact that with February traditionally being the coldest
month, we've probably got
more frosts and perhaps
some snow to endure this
coming month.
Nevertheless, the signs of
spring are already with us.
The snowdrops are out in
force and there are even
some early daffodils in
bloom in the village.
Many people experience a
bit of a low spot at this
time of year. The
memories of the Christmas
celebrations have faded,
the New Year's resolutions
may have foundered and
the new you is much the
same as the old you. Colds & flu circulate and linger too
long, and motivation can be in short supply. It's a good time
of year to go on a holiday somewhere warm if you're lucky
enough to have the time and the money. But for most it
may just be a time to get to grips with reality and make
some plans for the future. Village organisations may be
doing the latter, but in the main this edition goes to print
without much input from them to share with you.
The January edition paid tribute to the network of deliverers
who put this Newsletter through your door every month.
And so it is with great sadness that I report that one of that
stalwart band is no longer with us. Alice Day experienced a

minor stroke before Christmas, but suffered a major one on
Monday 7th January.
Alice had been a villager for many years. Initially up at the
Kennels, she moved to Springhead, where she lived on her
own for the last few years after the death of her husband,
Ted. An allotment holder, a
caretaker at the school and a
trustee of the Village Hall for
several years, she contributed
much to our community. She
will be sadly missed and our
condolences go to her family.
I hope that someone will come
forward to take on Alice's
Newsletter delivery patch.
This is a fairly straightforward
task, but it is just one area
where those of Alice's
generation need someone
else, preferably younger, to
whom they can pass the
baton. The Village Hall Committee, the Parish Council and
the Parochial Church Council (PCC) also need new people
to join them. Everyone is busy and naturally reluctant to
take on commitments, but I urge you all to consider how
you could contribute to the life of the village. Of course
these groups would like you to stay part of them for many
years, but in the main the actual commitment is to just one
year initially. If you have even the slightest interest please
don't dismiss the idea of getting involved until you've talked
to someone to find out more. Nothing ventured, nothing
gained. Your village needs you!

YOUR VILLAGE NEEDS YOU!

Richard Jackman

VILLAGE HALL MATTERS

the provision of a toilet and some catering facilities it would
become an invaluable asset for the whole community. Under
The first trustee's meeting of 2019 was due to be held on the
Annabel Elliott's leadership, the small team charged with
15th January. However, with no significant matters to be
initiating the project to realise the potential of this space are
addressed, it was decided to postpone the meeting until the
taking guidance with a view to instructing a firm of architects
5th of February.
who will produce the detailed specifications for the work to
Peter Hopkins made an appeal in last month's Newsletter for introduce these facilities. Candidate firms can then be invited
new trustees. Though I remain delighted to see the existing
to tender for the work against this specification. And armed
small set of trustees at our relatively infrequent meetings, it
with these responses, it will then be possible to consult both
would be wonderful to see some new faces! Please get in
locally and with other interested parties, such as the Victorian
contact with me or any of the other trustees to find out more if Society, before making formal applications to Salisbury
you are considering getting involved.
Diocese to undertake the work. As importantly, this detailed
cost information will enable the separate fundraising group to
Meanwhile, with the school term restarted and a reasonably
approach grant-giving bodies for the funds needed. Such
busy programme of external hirings, the hall continues to
organisations frequently expect to see evidence of the
deliver. It does so with an improved floor surface after Alan
community's commitment to the project and may make their
Russell's hard work during the Christmas break gave it a
offers on a matched funding basis. So, 2019 is going to be a
further refresh.
year where we need to ramp up our local fundraising. Both
Richard Jackman
the PCC and the embryonic Friends Group believe that this
can be done while having some fun along the way. If you
have ideas, or better still if you're prepared to organise an
BYGONE SUTTON VENY
event, please step
Following the launch event last November, its not too
forward.
late to buy your copy of
The PCC met on 17th
‘Before it’s Too Late’
January and early in
A new 200 page book containing memories of
the meeting confronted
Sutton Veny people, places and pastimes spanning three
an impediment to its
centuries, illustrated with over 170 pictures.
smooth running - the
-------------------------------------------absence of a PCC
Contact Jill Russell or David Eyres
Secretary. This
(jill.russell@campfarm.plus.com or 840209)
important but not
(dave.eyres@btinternet.com or 840239)
hugely onerous role
has not been filled for
some time. And while
PARISH COUNCIL
the PCC can continue
No meeting took place in January.
to function with one of
its number covering
There remain vacancies on the Parish Council. Please talk to
the priority tasks, it would help tremendously if someone was
an existing councillor to find out more about what the role
prepared to take the role on. There is no requirement to be
entails and send letters of application to Melissa Atyeo
'churchy'. No previous experience is required and, if it might
melissaatyeo@btinternet.com or drop paper applications to
interest you, a job description is available.
16 Bests Lane.
With this Newsletter beginning to sound like the fabric of
The next meeting will take place on 7th February 2019 at 7pm society is unravelling, the PCC also noted Frank Lowe's
in the Village Hall.
decision to stand down from the PCC at the Annual Meeting,
Melissa Atyeo planned for late April. Frank has been a PCC member,
including time as Treasurer, for very many years. He has
ST JOHN'S CHURCH
contributed a huge amount and we will miss his wisdom particularly his ability to remind us when new ideas are
A busy period of Christmas services saw the church
sometimes old ideas coming around again! He leaves a gap
almost warm for a continuous period when it was well used
that will be tough to fill. But we'd like someone to try!
by both school and local congregations. On Sunday 30th
December we hosted the Upper Wylye Valley team service
During his sermon at the Patronal Festival the Revd Clifford
and celebrated the patron of our church building and the
Stride mentioned the availability of adult baptism. If you are
church community - St John the Evangelist. After the service not baptised but would like to be, the process starts with a
the congregation were invited to stay for bucks fizz (or
conversation with one of the Team's clergy and hopefully
coffee!) and mince pies as a means of rounding off the past
ends with a joyful service surrounded by friends. There's no
year's events, most orchestrated by Chip Stidolph, which
need to have godparents! The PCC agreed that the informal
celebrated the 150th anniversary of the consecration of the
service after the Flower Show would be an ideal opportunity
church.
for adult baptism if there are candidates from the village.
The celebrations are over and some of the hard work
necessary to ensure that we have a church fit for the next
150 years has stepped up a gear. The gathering after our
patronal festival on 30th December demonstrated once again
the potential of the rear of the church as a space to bring
people together. If it was warmer and well supported through

Richard Jackman
FRIENDS OF SUTTON VENY CHURCH
The initial trustees of the Friends Group met for the first time
on 21st January and a report of this meeting will be included
in the next edition.

Once the charity has been properly established with a
of 5 and our U9, U11, U13 and U15s teams start pre-season
documented constitution and a bank account opened, formal training in February – New junior members & players of any
enrolment of members can start. Systematic recruitment,
ability always welcome - please contact Justin Wagstaff for
events and communications campaigns will need to be
more info - justin.wagstaff@thesoundpost.co.uk
established and undoubtedly you will hear more about these
The now annual 10k running event (and 1k run for Juniors)
in near future.
will take place on Monday 6th May (Starting at 10.30) –
In the meantime, anyone interested in supporting the
booking open now at Eventbrite:
Friends Group in any way is encouraged to contact George
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sutton-veny-10k-the-cricketersBrooks
Email georgerbrooks@hotmail.co.uk (don’t miss out the ‘r’) tickets-54864516245?aff=erelexpmlt
or Telephone 01985 840671.
Simon Grant
CHURCH BOOKSTALL
A reminder that we have
a good selection of books
in our book shop at the
back of the church. We
keep them turning over
so there should be a
regular supply of ‘new’
books on display. Why
not pop along, switch on
the light and the little heater and have a browse, you never
know what you might find!
Valerie Hopkins

Saturday 9th Feb
Annual POTATO DAY with Pennard Plants.
Codford Village Hall
Sat 9th Feb
From 10am to 1pm.

HEYTESBURY & SUTTON VENY CRICKET CLUB
2018 SEASON
The new cricket season is only a few
months away and both the senior
Heytesbury & Sutton Veny cricket
teams launch their league seasons
with home games. The 1st XI entertain
White Horse at the Alexander Memorial
ground on 27th April, whilst the 2nd XI
launch their season at Heytesbury Park
on 4th May versus Wilcot.

PLASTIC NOT FANTASTIC
Jill Russell has contacted the Newsletter suggesting that
readers share their tips for reducing (or at least delaying)
plastic waste. Here are some of hers for a start:
- Stop feeding pouched food to your cat. Tins can be
recycled.
- Don’t buy bin liners.Use carrier bags to line your bin.
- Buy milk in glass bottles from our milkman. Both bottle and
foil top are recyclable
- Cut plastic mail envelopes along both long sides and twist
into soft ropes to tie plants to supports.
The Eco Church group will meet in late January with wider
community engagement very much on their agenda. More
here next month.
A FARMER'S PERSPECTIVE
At this time of year most livestock farmers are praying for a
warm early spring and that includes me! We are all looking
at our feed stocks and estimating how many more days we
can feed the animals until mother nature sprouts enough
fresh grass that we can open the gates and tell the cattle to
“Find your own grub and spread your own poo. I'm going to
put my feet up for a few days.“

Winter nets will run throughout Feb & March, and summer
nets run every Weds evening (6–8pm) at Heytesbury Park.
In preparation for the turn out I will be checking fences,
New senior players welcome. Please contact Simon via
cleaning out water troughs and working out how much grass
email for more info - simonbgrant@live.co.uk
I have standing in the paddocks therefore turning out
The junior section continues to thrive – the ALL STARS
enough mouths to eat it before it gets too long. I also have to
cricket program begins in May for boys & girls from the age put some magnesium minerals and vegetable oil in the

water. Magnesium is needed for a deficiency caused by
fresh spring grass and oil to prevent the high protein spring
grass causing the cattle to get a condition called frothy
bloat (Google it!). The oil breaks down the froth and allows
them to burp since cattle can’t vomit. That's probably why
they don’t go to university…
The 200 cattle I have on the hill near Grovely Wood have
done really well They have benefitted from good silage and
a kind winter and are due to come back to Sutton Veny in
mid-February. February also marks my annual herd TB
test. This is when all the cattle registered to my holding
have to be tested for TB. It will be a bit of a busy day
because there will be about 330 cattle to push into the
handling system as gently as possible so the vet can
inoculate them and then read the results 3 days later. If I
pass it means business as normal, i.e. I can buy in baby
calves and sell my in calf heifers. If I fail, I am shut down
(no cattle on or off except to slaughter). I then have to
retest the herd at 60 day intervals until I am clear. I am
hoping for a clear test, but at the same time making a Plan
B should I fail.
My in-calf heifers will be having their calves at the end of
February for 3 weeks. Fingers crossed all goes well. If
anyone wants to call in and coo over them, please do.
They are fab in their first few weeks, after that they turn
into shy gazelles and close viewing is not easy !
Brian Russell
SPEECHLESS 999 CALLS
Did you know that the emergency services do not respond
to silent 999 calls? It probably makes sense for them to
assume that such calls have been dialled in error or are
pranks. However, if for some reason you cannot speak (for
medical reasons or perhaps if you are under duress)
coughing or tapping the digits 55 into the keypad will result
in the call being traced and assistance being provided.
Peter Strangeways
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator.
Tel: 840403 E-mail: pstrangeways@doctors.org.uk
RAINFALL FIGURES FOR DECEMBER & 2018
December Rainfall: 111mm
December average (8 yrs): 117 mm
Range: 22 -180 mm
Rainfall for 2018: 875mm
Annual average (7 years): 954mm
Range 811 -1344mm
Peter Strangeways
IT'S A NUMBERS GAME
- A cubic mile of fog consists of less than a gallon of water.
- A jiffy is the init of time for one-hundredth of a second.
"See you in a jiffy!"
- Apollo 11 had only 20 seconds' worth of fuel remaining
when it landed.
- Dentists recommend that tooth brushes be kept six feet
away from a toilet to avoid airborne particles resulting from
flushing!

LOCAL CHURCH SERVICES
January
Sun 27 8.30am

Holy Communion

February
Sun 3 10.00am Café Church - Fane Hall Corton
Breakfast from 9.30am
Sun 10 9.30am Parish Communion
Sun 17 11.00am Matins
Sun 24 8.30am Holy Communion
BISHOPSTROW ST ALDHELM'S & VILLAGE
HALL EVENTS
January Services:
Sunday 27th: 6pm; David Prescott
February Services:
Sunday 3rd 9.30am Sue Hart
Sunday10th 9.30am David Prescott
Sunday24th 9.30am David Prescott
Other Bishopstrow Village Events:
Saturday 9th Feb - Village Film Night - Water for
Elephants
VILLAGE & SURROUNDINGS DIARY
February
Wed 6th - Woolstore movie - 7.30 The Children Act
Mon 4th - Men's Breakfast - 8.15 (Thomas Minter - Director
of Warminster Biodigester)
Tue 5th - Village Hall Trustee's meeting
Thur 7th - Parish Council Meeting
Sat 9th - Codford Potato Day - 10am to 1 pm.
March
Mon 4th - Men's Breakfast - 8.15 (Nick Johnson - Cancer
Research)
Wed 6th - Woolstore movie - 7.30 Peterloo
Sat 30th - Codford Artisan Market 10am to 3pm
April
Sat 13th - Lent Walk - 10.30 Venue TBC
Mon 22nd - Mells 40th Anniversary Daffodil Festival
HELLOS & FAREWELLS:
We bid a final farewell to Alice Day of Springhead who died
on 7 Jan and also Mike Keen*, who died on 18 Jan. (*The
Keens used to live in The Oaks at the top of the village
before moving to the French Alps.)
If readers are aware of arrivals or departures from the village and
the people in question are happy to be mentioned in the
Newsletter please let the editor know.
VILLAGE HALL CONTACT DETAILS
Bookings - Gay Woods (tel. 840057)
svvhbookings808@gmail.com
Chair - Richard Jackman (tel 840899)
NEWSLETTER CONTACT DETAILS & NEXT EDITION

Send all items for the March Newsletter by 15th February
latest please, to the interim editor (Richard Jackman) using
the Newsletter email svvhnewsletter@gmail.com
Feedback / comments on this edition and also ANY
other village topics are very welcome. Better still
would be articles for print and or photographs of local
events.

