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MELLOW FRUITFULNESS & SOME MISSED
OPPORTUNITIES
The school holidays are over and the children in the village
school are able to make use of a larger and more even
playground after its summer renovation. The tans may be
beginning to fade a little, but hopefully the memories of a
cracking summer will last longer. Harvest Festival decoration
in the church reflected that fruit trees are groaning with a
bumper crop and their owners are wondering whether they
will be able to give away what they cannot use themselves.
Apparently there's been some recent experimentation with an
apple press and perhaps next we'll see a community juicing
day in the village diary next year. Watch this space.

After a month off, and after some prodding, the Newsletter is
back - still with its interim editor at the helm. I see my main
role as being the collator of submitted material rather than
the generation of much of it. If you value this publication then
please support it by providing good copy to go in it. Though
some of the usual contributors may have passed up an
opportunity to report proceedings, I am delighted that Brian
Russell has responded to the call to give us an insight into
his world as a livestock farmer in these dry times.

Its difficult to work out what will get Sutton Veny out of their
homes and together as a community. In the summer months
the Produce Stall on Saturday mornings provides a fleeting
opportunity to savour a little community spirit (and gossip!).
Sadly the Garage & Table Top Sale, which was a great

success last year, has been met with a fairly resounding lack
of enthusiasm - again. The scarcity of takers in the Spring
was put down to the awful weather, but the planned event on
15 September had to be cancelled because there just didn't
appear to be sufficient interest. That's a disappointment, both
to those who were organising it and also to those of us who
thought we'd manage to make a bit of space in our garages
and homes by moving on some of the 'stuff' that we all seem
to accumulate.

The annual event that normally generates a good turn out is
the Bonfire and Fireworks evening - though in the dark you
can never be too sure who is there! Saturday 3rd November
is the date this year and with it being the 25th anniversary of
this event the organising committee are giving thought to
ways to make it suitably special. The bonfire is the heart of
the event and I ask readers to respond to Matthew Butcher's
plea later in this edition for good, combustible material, and
hopefully offers of help with which to build it too. We need a
lot of helpers to stage the event. Get in touch if you're willing.

One face that will be missing this year in the window of the
hall from which burgers and sausages are served on Bonfire
Night will be that of Dennis Trudgett. A very long standing
trustee of the Village Hall, Dennis, who has suffered a recent
bout of ill health, has now stood down and plans to move to
the far West Country in the coming months to be closer to
relatives. A tribute to his stalwart service is included as part
of the Village Hall Report. Richard Jackman

Brian Russell's cattle grazing beside the path to Tytherington

End of Season
Produce Stall Gathering

&
Grand Coffee Morning

1030 Saturday October 6th
In Walnut Close



THE 51st & 52nd FLOWER SHOW

The organising committee for this
year's Flower Show have yet to
take formal stock of a very
successful day during which
over 850 paying adults and
children enjoyed the real family
atmosphere that was planned.

The committee have their sights
set on next year and a number of
advance bookings have already been
taken for the 52nd Show, which will take place on Saturday
13th July. There's room for plenty more. So please get in
touch if you too are interested in having a stall.

The next meeting of the committee will take place in the
second week of October. If you're interested in joining the
committee, particularly if you fancy taking on the role of
Treasurer, please contact Lucy Waters via email
waterslucy@gmail.com.

Lucy Waters

BURGLARY

A resident in the High Street has recently had a quantity of
gardening equipment stolen. Thieves broken into his garage
(jemmied the padlock) and stole a Husqvarna chain saw,
Stihl brush cutter/strimmer, Stihl hedge cutter, Stihl leaf
blower and a metal 20L gerry can with fuel. In all nearly
£1,500 in value. He believes they saw him cutting his
hedge in the afternoon, targeted the house and came back
that night to the property.

He has asked that other residents be reminded of the need to
check and lock their sheds and garages, also to be aware of
when they are using their tools to ensure they are locked
away that night.

I would add that it is recommended that the serial numbers of
more expensive pieces of gardening equipment are noted
and recorded and, where possible, photographs taken. This
can help with the return of equipment to its owners if the
police are fortunate enough to recover the items.

Peter Strangeways
Village Neighbourhood watch Co-ordinator.

PARISH COUNCIL REPORT– 2018

The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Thursday 4th
October at 7pm in the village hall.

Melissa Atyeo

BONFIRE BUILDING
The Bonfire season is approaching and we will be looking for
material to build the bonfire on Saturday 3 November.
Please start collecting good materials To build a good
bonfire that will burn well and reduce pollution we need good
dry materials such as pallets for the base, about 50 would be
good, old fencing, sheds etc. The next best are trees and
branches that have been felled and had a chance to dry out.
To reduce pollution we do not use any plastics in building the
bonfire. We are only able to accept limited amount of green
material, depending on the amount of dry material we have.
If you are able to deliver on the day to The Alexander Field
that would be a great help. Please do not deliver before the
day as this will be looked on as fly tipping. We will arrange a
tractor & trailer collection round to pick up material on the
Saturday morning.

Help to collect material and to build the bonfire on the
Saturday morning starting at 9.30 is always very welcome
and is normally good fun if many hands are able to make
light work.
If you have material please call Matthew on 840846 and

leave a message and phone number, if I am not in. I will ring
back.

Matthew Butcher

ST JOHN'S CHURCH

Since the last Newsletter the church has been splendidly
decorated and well attended for several weddings and more
recently our Harvest Festival service. Sadly Gift Day on 15th
September wasn't that well attended but nevertheless raised
approximately £1,500. If you missed Gift Day, its never too
late to make a donation or to ask questions of the PCC about

how your church is
doing and what it
plans to do in the
future. These
occasions are
particularly useful to
non church goers,
who nevertheless
value the church as
a key element in
village life. If this
description fits you
then please consider
making a donation to
support the church
and also to
becoming a Friend of
St Johns when this
group is established,
hopefully in the next
few months.



BUNTING

Just when we thought we might have heard the last on this,
the poetic impulse has drivne one of the bunting hangers to
verse once again.
Hopefully, the bunting the village did alloy
Now ‘tis time to wash, iron and starch.
Those flags that did annoy did also give great joy
So we’ll put them up again next March.

Mike Carrol
RAINFALL FIGURES FOR JULY & AUGUST
Rainfall for July 2018: 64mm*
July average (8 years): 65.3 mm Range: 17.5 - 128.5mm
*Of which 45mm fell on 13th July.
Rainfall for August 2018: 68mm*
August average (8 years): 76.7mm Range: 46 - 127mm
*Of which 23mm fell on 26th August.

Peter Strangeways

A FARMER'S PERSPECTIVE
A few people in the village have asked if I can write a short
bi-monthly account of my farming operations, so here goes.
I am Brian Russell, my farm base is at Camp Farm, Five Ash
Lane and I also rent land around St Leonards Church and
near Warminster. The farm mainly grows grass that is fed to
beef cattle, I buy baby Hereford and Aberdeen Angus calves
from dairy farmers in the spring and rear them for beef in an
average of 22months. They nearly all go to two abattoirs in
Wiltshire and from there to local butchers shops and

catering.
One of the main aims is
make the cattle eat their
own grass and spread their
own pooh, this hopefully
means less tractor use and
hopefully saves costs, not
much of a plan this dry
summer when for several
weeks I've had to feed the
cattle on forage I had hoped
to save for the winter! After
3 great summers this one
was a 'toad' by comparison
with animals that were
putting on weight at a rate of

1.5 kg per day in the Spring showing virtually no gain in their
recent 5 weekly weigh-ins. Thankfully foresight/farmer's
intuition prompted me to buy in extra forage early so the
damage has been limited to an extent
Thanks to the recent rain the cattle are all enjoying having
some fresh grass to eat, the older ones are being rotationally
grazed , this means they go into a fresh paddock of grass
each day.
The younger ones, born this spring, are just moving onto to
the winter system. Those folk that drive along Deverill Road
may notice bales placed in a line in the field to the north,
these are bales of silage and barley straw, the idea is the
animals get a fresh patch of grass to eat and lie on, along
with silage and straw, they move to a new patch every 2 or 3
days. This system hopefully stops the land getting too
muddy through the winter, saves me damaging the land by
using the tractor to take feed to the cattle, saves me moving
and storing silage made in the field because it is fed in the
field later on. Most of all it saves me the cost of putting up

buildings to house the cattle, which in turn saves me the cost
buying straw bedding and muck spreading when the sheds
are cleared out, or that is the plan, works sometimes…

Brian & Bo ( NZ Huntaway Dog )

KNIGHTS OF THE ROUND TABLE

The roundest knight at King Arthur's table was Sir
Cumference. He acquired his size through too much pi.

VILLAGE HALL

A rather select band of trustees met on 4 Sep for their first
meeting since mid April. With Cerian Law stepping down
because her children have now left the school, we are
without a Friends of School representative. We've greatly
valued the link she provided as well as the personal
contributions she has made as a trustee. Another gap at the
table was a personality who has been associated with the
hall for so long he has almost become part of the furniture.
After a bout of illness, from which he has since recovered,
and with an impending move to Cornwal,l Dennis Trudgett
has decided to stand down as a trustee. Together with his
wife Yvonne, who passed away in 2016, the Trudgetts have
been rocks of continuity in their support of the hall. Whether
it was dealing with hirers or maintenance at the hall, running
the raffle, calling bingo or serving burgers, Dennis was
always there. We all owe him a huge debt of gratitude for the
service he has given and wish him well in Poldark country.
We need to fill those gaps at the table and would welcome
volunteers (or
compliant
pressed
people!) to
help serve our
community on
the
management
committee.

Having noted
those that
were missing,
those present
were
impressed by
Alan Russell's
amazing
efforts in
renovating the
floor's surface
and, with
Sharon Guest
having undertaken some summer deep cleaning, the hall
stands ready for another year of use by the school and other
hirers. Our Treasurer, Julian Stapleton, presented a healthy
financial picture and reported a successful conclusion to the
negotiations with Wiltshire Council over the next 6 year
lease for the school's use of the hall.

The decision to cancel the Garage & Table Top Sale had
been a relatively easy one in view of the lack of advance
interest. Commitment in advance clearly presents problems
and if the event is tried again it may be expedient to try and
use a format that can cope with last minute/on the day bids
for space. After that disappointment, particularly for the team
that had invested effort in organising the sale, the planning



ball for the Bonfire and Fireworks evening on Sat 3
Nov was set on a roll, hopefully towards the success it
has been in recent years. This subject will be addressed
in more detail at the next meeting, which will take place
immediately after the Annual Meeting, to which the
general public are invited to attend, to be held at 7.30
pm on Tue 2nd October.

Richard Jackman
PRODUCE STALL

Our Produce Stall continues to
be well attended with some
really delicious produce to be
had. We continue through
September and will have our last
one of the season on Saturday 6
October. This will be our usual
grand Coffee Morning in Walnut
Close, with coffee, scones,
tombola with plenty of produce

and will run from 10.30.

Do come and join us.
Valerie Hopkins

BACK TO SCHOOL

After a well-deserved summer break the children and
staff have returned for the start of a new school year. It is
a pleasure to welcome our new families and their children
to the school.
Over the summer holiday summer Wiltshire Council has
resurfaced all of our playground areas with a non-slip
tarmac. This has increased the size and safety of the
surface for the children to play on. At the end of
September we will be able to repaint new lines and
activities for sports lessons and playtime. Also over the
summer, a new side gate has been fitted next to the
Village Hall. This will ensure that all visitors are directed
to the front of school, keeping our site secure for children

and staff.
You may
have also
spotted
the trees;
they have
all had a
crown lift
and
prune.
We begin
each year
with an
activities

week because we believe it is the most effective (and
fun) way to settle the children back in to school. The
personal and team work skills that the children develop
outside of the classroom, will help to support their
learning, and the challenges they will face in the year
ahead. The children in Geraldton and Nelson Class went
to Mill on the Brue for three days. Meanwhile Darwin and
Elliston Class had a team building day at Braeside.
Auckland, Brisbane and Canberra Class enjoyed outdoor
team challenges in the school grounds. We all look
forward to the new and exciting year ahead.

Racael Brotherton

LOCAL CHURCH SERVICES
September

Sun 30 11am Team Service at Heytesbury
October
Sun 7 8.30am Holy Communion at Tytherington

10am Café Church at Corton
Sun 14 9.30am Parish Communion
Sun 21 11am Matins
Sun 28 8.30am Holy Communion

BISHOPSTROW ST ALDHELM'S & VILLAGE HALL
EVENTS
September Services
Sunday 30th: 6pm (David Prescott)
October Services
Sunday 7th October: 9.30am; David Prescott
Sunday 14th October: 9.30am; Sue Hart
Sunday 21st October: 9.30am; Martin Weymont
Sunday 28th October: 6pm; Elaine Burge
Other October Events:
Friday 12th October: Village Meeting 6pm
Sunday 14th October: Apple Pressing
Friday 19th October: Talk – “The Making of the Kingdom of
Wessex”. Tickets from Jules on 01985 215834

VILLAGE & SURROUNDINGS DIARY
September
Fri 28th - Harvest Supper - VH
October
Mon 1st - Men's Breakfast - 8.15 am The George
Longbridge Deverill (Ian Newman - Undertaker)
Tue 2nd - Village Hall AGM 7.30pm
Sat 6th - Final Produce Stall Coffee Morning 10.30 am.
Thur 11th - Experience Harvest displays in church
Fri 12th - Quiz Night for Sudan - Village Hall
Wed 31st - Community Coffee Morning - 1030 am VH
November
Sat 3rd - Bonfire & Fireworks. From 6.00 pm
Mon 5th - Men's Breakfast - 8.15 am (Dr Andrew Murrison
MP)

HELLOS & FAREWELLS:
We welcome back to the village Hermione and George
Trypanis with little sons, Wilf and Albie who, having rented
out their house at 89 High Street for a number of years, have
at last moved in themselves.
We also welcome Justin and Chanel Cornelius and their
daughter Stasia, who have moved from Gillingham, and are
renting the Rectory in Best's Lane.
If you are aware of arrivals to or departures from the village
please let the editor know.

VILLAGE HALL CONTACT DETAILS
Bookings - Gay Woods (tel. 840057)
svvhbookings808@gmail.com

Chair - Richard Jackman (tel 840899)

NEWSLETTER CONTACT DETAILS
& NEXT EDITION SUBMISSION DATE
Send all items for the November Newsletter by 13th October
latest please, to the interim editor (Richard Jackman) using
the Newsletter email svvhnewsletter@gmail.com
Feedback / comments on this edition and also ANY
other village topics are very welcome.

mailto:svvhnewsletter@gmail.com

