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THE FUTURE OF THIS NEWSLETTER & 
COMMUNITY MATTERS  
  The title above says it all. Community does matter! That’s 
why it’s important that this publication keeps going. The font 
for the word ‘Hall’ in the title above is smaller still this month 
as the transition towards the Newsletter’s new branding 
continues. However, there is sadly no change in terms of 
expressions of interest to help to produce it, where there is a 
resounding silence. 
  The bunting debate appears to have animated the village. 
Several emails have been received expressing a view – 
some supporting JG’s reservations, but most* indicating that 
they enthusiastically support it. One correspondent, Mike 
Carroll, who with Brian Long, risks life and limb to put the 
bunting up each year, has even been moved to prose in its 
defence! (*In statistical terms the sample is very small, so 
the result should not be used to quash an ongoing debate, if 
people want it to continue.)  
. 

 
 
 
 

	  
  Hopefully there are other topics around which the village 
can unite rather than divide it into two camps. In a month 
that Peter Strangeways has provided material explaining 
why the Neighbourhood Watch organisation is being wound 
up, there is a report of theft in the High Street and the need 
to preserve or improve ways to join up our community is 
hopefully clear to all. Frome has a lauded network of 
‘community connectors’. Perhaps Sutton Veny should 
emulate this?  Thoughts/views on this? Make them known. 
  Please note the plan for the Newsletter to take a holiday in 
September and therefore the August edition will endeavour 
to provide notification of events for two months. The mid 
July print date for the August/September edition will be held 
for long enough to incorporate some coverage of the Flower 
Show. 

Richard Jackman 
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VILLAGE SNIPPETS 
• Annual Cricket Match vs Australia House – Australia 

House won by 35 runs. Australia House were 216 for 5 
Heytesbury and Sutton Veny were 181 all out. (See later 
article.) 

• Churchyard maintenance – with 6 weddings due to 
take place over the summer the churchyard crew are 
getting on top of the churchyard’s maintenance. Family 
grave owners are asked to do their bit too. Newly 
published guidance information is posted in the church 
porch. 

• Neighbourhood Watch – The scheme is being wound 
up (see below) but we still need to be vigilant on both 
the security and neighbourliness fronts.  

 
THE PARISH COUNCIL REPORT 
The June meeting of the Parish Council took place in the 
Village Hall on Thursday 7th June, there were six Councillors 
present.  
The Parish Council accounts for year ending 31st March 
2018 have been audited and both the Annual Governance 
Statement and Accounting Statements were approved. Both 
of which are available to view on the noticeboard and the 
village website.  
Various other administrative tasks were covered at the 
meeting, including the adoption of a new Document 
Retention & Destruction policy, a review of the Clerk’s salary 
and an update of the bank mandate 
We are hopeful that we will be able to begin the recruitment 
process for a new member of the Parish Council later on this 
month. Please keep your eyes peeled if you are interested 
in joining us.  
The next meeting will be held on 5Th July.  

Melissa Atyeo 
 
SUTTON VENY NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH SCHEME 
   When I first took over as Village Co-ordinator in November 
2003 the principal activities were the distribution of the NW 
newsletter (produced by Warminster Police) and the 
provision of "welcome packs" to new residents.  The local 
news is now available in electronic form via Community 
Messaging and the packs are no longer forthcoming. 
Nineteen Street Co-ordinators took responsibility for dealing 
with these functions as well as keeping an eye on their 
"patch".  Contact with the local police was regular and 
provided a good opportunity to discuss local issues. 
   However, the world has moved on since then and with the 
Internet and a system of Community Policing, the need for a 
structured scheme seems no longer appropriate.  We have 
never had "members" as such - all residents were 
considered to be in the scheme unless they specifically 
expressed the desire to be excluded from receiving the 
newsletters. 
   An additional disincentive to continue a more formal 
scheme has been the introduction of the General Data 
Protection Regulation, with which I am sure you are now 
only too familiar. 
   I propose that the important principle of looking out for 
ones neighbours and reporting suspicious activity should 
continue on an informal basis. 
I would like to remind everyone that the numbers to call in 
the event of incidents are: 
999 - for emergencies and crimes in progress 
101 - for everything else - i.e. crimes no longer in 
progress, suspicious activity  
    
  Information about local crimes can be obtained via 
Community Messaging, which provides a regular report.  
There is also a news summary every month or so.  You can 

receive these by signing up to Community Messaging at:                  
https://www.wiltsmessaging.co.uk/ 
   I would like to express my thanks to all those who have 
been Street Co-ordinators and played their part in 
contributing to the security and safety of all in the village.  I 
would be happy to hear from residents if they have queries 
about the appropriate action to take when incidents occur - it 
is not always easy to know if something is worth reporting or 
not. 
                                                                Peter Strangeways 
 Tel: 840403,    E-mail: pstrangeways@doctors.org.uk 

 
SUTTON VENY WI 
  Following our successful and most enjoyable day out to the 
SS Great Britain we will be going to Hampton Court Palace 
on Wednesday, July 11th.   We are happy to invite non-
members to join us.  The fare and entrance cost is 
£31.20.  Please contact Penny Carroll on 01985 841340 or 
e-mail penelopecarroll@hotmail.com.  
  Our next meeting on Tuesday, June 26th is the annual 
picnic and if you would like to come along with a view to 
joining the W I., call Penny Carroll on the above number etc. 
for more information. 
 
SUTTON VENY FLOWER SHOW 2018 
The Flower Show Committee is working at fever pitch to 
make the 2018 Flower Show on the 14th of July a success. 
Everyone can help them  ….. by coming along between 
11am - 4pm!  

Volunteers to help on the show day, setting up, manning 
stalls and packing up afterwards would still be welcome. 
Some people made their commitment to help at the 8 May 
volunteer evening in the Village Hall, but if you missed that 
its not too late. If you can offer an hour or two of your time, 
we would be very grateful. It’s your support that keeps the 
show running. Email  waterslucy@ymail.com if you can help 
in any way.  

Lucy Walters – Chair Sutton Veny Flower Show.  
 
ODE TO BUNTING 
By Mike Carroll - With apologies to Thomas Gray 
		
The curfew tolls the knell of parting day, 
The lowing herd wind slowly o’er the lea, 
High flutt’ring bunting proudly now holds sway, 
Most all the world is glad for it to see 
  
Brave men came from lands afar, 
Now many are at rest in our cemetery, 
A service is held lest their memory we mar, 
And we fly the bunting with both remembrance & glee 
  
Each year we commemorate them with leather on willow, 
AUS ONE pitches up with a ringer or four, 
We tell of their forebears, our sod now their pillow, 
They do not think the bunting “distasteful” for sure 
  
The Flower Show presents us a chance to display, 
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Fruit, roses, tarts, a spray of sweet pea. 
We have sideshows, a beer tent, & a jazzy band doth play. 
It’s called “having fun” – join in with me 
  
There are many events that we celebrate each year 
Birthdays, betrothals, an engagement maybe. 
So when grandchildren ask “why the flags, Granny dear” 
Tell them they are for all of the above, you see 
  
If consensus dictates that the bunting must go, 
Most will be happy, some will be sadder 
Whoso’ere takes it down, we want you to know 
For a nominal fee, you may hire our ladder. 
  
The Elegy by Gray hath thirty two verses, 
And lo, who is seated under yonder yew tree 
‘Tis our scribe, quill in hand and what is worse is 
That much more may follow … beware of MC! 
 
ANNUAL CRICKET MATCH vs AUSTRALIA HOUSE 
The following message was sent on behalf of the Australia 
House team by Major Scott Lehman (Australian Army): 
“Firstly, I would like to pass on our sincere appreciation to the 
Sutton Veny community for their wonderful hospitality extended to 
the Australia House Cricket Team yesterday in our annual cricket 
match.  The significance and the level of interest from the team for 
this game in the fixture calendar is a reminder of the sacrifice of 
past generations in ensuring the security and safety we currently 
enjoy.  This is particularly poignant in Sutton Veny, were all those 
years ago the community supported the repatriation and 
convenience of those injured or ill from the war efforts.  Even 
today this is reflected by the subtle gesture of the Australian flag 
bunting in the main street, which was humbling to our team 
on arrival in the village.  The ties and links will remain forever 
strong between Sutton Veny and the Australians working and 
living in the UK, with the Sutton Veny fixture continuing to be one 
of the most important. 
Again, I would like to personally say that it is a wonderful 
event.  The cricket is always very competitive, played on a 
exquisite field, yet played in the best spirit.  The community spirit I 
have personally witnessed over the last two years is something I 
will remember for a long time to come. 
Thanks again to you and your community for hosting an 
outstanding event yesterday.” 
 
ST JOHN’S CHURCH 
The PCC met on 22 May under the chairmanship of Revd 
Jayne Buckles, one of the clergy team providing cover 
during the period of vacancy following Ali Morley’s 
departure. It was the first meeting without Chip Stidolph for 
very many years. His expert knowledge and diligent service 
as a churchwarden and PCC member have contributed 
hugely to St John’s over the years.  
  Amidst some fairly dry normal business Andrew Crisp, 
Treasurer, got the PCC’s attention by alerting them to our 
weak financial position. We have ambitious plans to improve 
the church (in the church’s 150th year our headline target is 
appropriately but eye wateringly £150,000) but we also need 
funds just to maintain the status quo. Gift Day in September 
will provide an opportunity to hear more about what is 
needed and planned. The PCC will have a stall at The 
Flower Show and hopefully this will allow villagers to see the 
outline plans for the proposed changes in the church and 
also to hear more about the rationale behind them and the 
Friends of St John’s group that we hope will support them 
financially. Importantly, its an opportunity for people to 
express their own views, in support or otherwise.  
  In the church over the Flower Show weekend the School 
will be displaying their artwork around the Complimenting 

the church’s celebration of its 150th Anniversary the theme 
for us all is “Carnival”. And on the Sunday after the show the 
church service in the marquee will take the form of a tea 
party. There are plans for tables and chairs, tea and coffee 
beforehand, and afterwards cakes and possibly something 
stronger. 
  Looking forward to the 5th August, the annual service in St 
Leonard’s old church will, as usual, have Robin Scard and 
others providing a musical accompaniment on their 
collection of traditional instruments. Come along for a 
magical evening in a stunning setting – but seating is limited 
and its normal for the congregation to spill out the doors of 
the church. 
  On September 8th why not consider walking or riding 
(horses as well as bicycles are allowed) to as many local 
churches as possible as part of the annual Ride & Stride in 
support of the National Churches Trust? 
 

Richard Jackman’s summary from Annabel Elliott’s notes 
 

 
 
PRODUCE STALL 
Our village Produce Stall will begin again on Saturday 7 July 
at 10.30 and you will find us on the little green in the middle 
of the High Street. 
Do come along and join us for home-grown produce, cakes, 
savouries, jams and chutneys. Coffee, a comfy chair and 
good company with old friends and new are always 
available. 

 

 
 
For more information please contact Valerie on 840375 or 
Annabel on 841267 
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THEFT ON THE HIGH STREET 
On Thursday 7th June the occupants of a white Ford van 
were seen stealing plumbing parts, and damaging property 
in order to get them, from a drive on the High Street. Thanks 
to a vigilant member of the village, the vehicle registration 
was captured and has been passed to the Police. Please 
everyone be aware of the incident. 
 
ONE LUMP OR TWO? 
Jokes about white sugar are rare. Jokes about brown sugar, 
Demerara. 
 
MONTHLY RAINFALL 
Rainfall for May 2018: 58 mm 
May average (7 years): 72mm  Range: 58 - 113mm 

                                                        Peter Strangeways 
 
NEVER SUCH INNOCENCE 
  In commemoration of the 1918 Armistice Centenary and 
the 150th Anniversary of St John the Evangelist, we are 
delighted to announce that the acclaimed NEVER SUCH 
INNOCENCE will be performed in Sutton Veny at 7pm on 
Friday evening 21 September. 

  NEVER SUCH INNOCENCE is a recital of poetry and 
music written during the First World War. Over a 90 minute 
show it brings together the poetry of Wilfred Owen, Siegfried 
Sassoon, Edward Thomas, Vera Brittan and many more 
with the contemporaneous music of Elgar, Ravel, Debussy, 
Ivor Gurney and others.  
  NEVER SUCH INNOCENCE is touring the UK with 
performances in London, Bath, Chichester, Aldeburgh, 
Canterbury and a number of festivals. It is also featured on 
BBC Radio 3’s In Tune programme in May. So we are 
delighted to have secured a performance in Sutton Veny in 
the village hall.       
  Seating in the Village Hall is limited so we recommend 
early booking of tickets. Tickets purchased before 30 June 
are £5 for adults. Tickets for serving military and under 25s 
are £8 for two. Tickets can be purchased from the excellent 
Woolpack Pub in Sutton Veny or by email from 
 w-mitchell@hotmail.co.uk 

 
SUTTON VENY & NEARBY CHURCH SERVICES 
 
June 
Sun 24  8.30am  Holy Communion 
July 
Sun  1   10am     Café Church, Fane Hall, Corton   
                             (breakfast 9.30) 
Sun  8   10am      Parish Communion 
Sun 15  11am      Flower Show Service 
Sun 22  8.30am   Holy Communion 
Sun 29  10am      Pilgrimage from St Leonard’s to 
                              Tytherington 
August 
Sun  5   10am       Café Church, Corton 
               6.00pm   Evensong at St Leonard’s 
Sun 12  10am       Codford St Mary 
               6.00pm   Upton Lovell 
Sun 19  10am       Knook 
               6.00pm   Boyton 
Sun 26  10am       Codford St Peter 
               6.00pm   Heytesbury 
		
	
VILLAGE & SURROUNDINGS DIARY 
Jul 
Sat 14th – Flower Show 
Aug 
Sun 5th – Evensong at St Leonards old church 
Sep 
Sat 8th – ‘Ride & Stride’ – bag some churches 
Fri 21st – Performance of Never Such Innocence - VH 
 
 
VILLAGE HALL CONTACT DETAILS 
 
Bookings - Gay Woods (tel. 840057)  

     svvhbookings808@gmail.com 
Chair - Richard Jackman (tel 840899) 
	

 

	

NEWSLETTER CONTACT DETAILS  
& NEXT EDITION SUBMISSION DATE 
Send all items for the next Newsletter, by 15th June 
latest please, to the interim editor (Richard Jackman) 
using the Newsletter email svvhnewsletter@gmail.com  
 
Feedback / comments on this edition and also ANY 
other village topics are very welcome. 
 

 
HELLOS & FAREWELLS: 
 
None known this month but if you are aware of arrivals to 
or departures from the village please let the editor know. 
 


