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VILLAGE HALL TRUSTEES REPORT. 
It was good to go out of 2017 on a high. The Christmas 
Fayre on 2nd December, organised by Heather Stanley, 
was deemed a great success by all who attended - 
buyers, sellers and all those who just went to have some 
fun and meet people. Although just into December, the 
hall had been decked out in its Christmas finery by 
Friends of School and, in addition to Nelson classroom, 
where a wonderful collection of games had been set up, 
Canberra class had been transformed into Santa’s grotto, 
complete with a fireplace, where Santa read stories to 
groups of children before giving each of them a gift. 
 Once again the additions, which the Friends of 
School orchestrated, brought a wide range of child-
friendly elements to the standard Christmas Fayre format. 
These introduced not only a welcome influx of children 
and the energy that they bring, but also the parents and 
grandparents that accompanied them. There was a real 
buzz in the hall - a buzz that only subsided a little during 
the excellent musical entertainment provided once again 
by the Steeple Rocks Choir. They didn’t seem fazed at all 
by the need to compete with the lively chatter, and also a 
fair amount of less than tuneful singing along. Our thanks 
go to Adrienne Hale, for bringing the choir and to Peter & 
Valerie Hopkins, who sing with them, for persuading them 
to come. 
 The impressive footfall ensured that all 
stallholders went away happy, and from a Village Hall 
point of view, the combined total raised from entry, raffle, 
refreshments and table hire came to well over £600. A 
combination of stallholders, regular hirers of the hall 
(Parish Council, Church and WI) and other kind 
benefactors donated an impressive array of raffle prizes. 
They are too numerous to mention individually but we are 
very grateful for their generosity. 
 After a busy autumn programme of fundraising 
the trustees deserve a break. We meet for our first 
management meeting of 2018 on Wed 7th February. 
Please give me or any other trustee feedback that you 
might have on any recent events or ideas you have about 
future ones.      
Richard Jackman  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
HELLOS & FAREWELLS: 
Alick and Penny Moore have recently moved  to their 
new home in Walnut Close and would like to record their 
thanks for the warm welcome we have received from all 
people we have met in Sutton Veny. 
 
If you know of arrivals to or departures from the 
village please let the editor know 

              At the Christmas Fayre!!  
 
AN OPEN LETTER FROM REV'D ALI MORLEY 
Dear All,  
It is with sadness but also with a degree of excitement 
that Phil and I find ourselves moving back to our home 
territory on the Isle of Wight. A job arose as the Priest in 
Charge of Seaview with St Helens and Brading with 
Yaverland, and with familly and grandchildren now living 
down there we felt very drawn to apply. We will be 
leaving at the end of February. 
Our short time in the valley has been enormously 
enjoyable and it has been a pleasure to be your minister 
and to share deeply in so many lives. 
The excellent staff team headed by the Team Vicar Rev 
Clifford Stride will be running things during the vacancy 
and I am sure that all the good things that we have 
begun will continue. New contact details will be 
published in March. 
Thank you for all your welcome and friendship 
God Bless 
Ali 
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PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL 
No PCC meetings have taken place recently, but it is 
clear that our agenda in January will be influenced by 
the implications of Revd Ali Morley’s impending 
departure at the end of February. We are naturally sad 
that we will lose a dynamic and challenging personality, 
who has brought so much fresh thinking and some 
practical changes to both the church and wider 
communities during the relatively short time she has 
been the Priest in Charge of the Upper Wylye Valley 
Team. But that sadness is largely for selfish reasons, 
and we share Ali’s excitement at the opportunity to take 
on a fresh set of challenges in her home patch in the Isle 
of Wight. Space precludes publication of the longer 
version of Ali’s letter explaining the circumstances and 
reasons behind her decision to move on, but if you wish 
to see it please contact any member of the PCC. 
 The normal business of church life goes on and 
the Christmas Fayre in the Village Hall was a great 
success from the church’s perspective too. Well over 
£100 was raised for church funds and our thanks go not 
only to the relay of people who manned the stall, but 
more particularly to those who baked and donated the 
delicious cakes and goodies offered for sale. The busy 
pattern of Christmas services will have introduced some 
more heat into the church at this cold time of the year 
and it provides a timely reminder that addressing the 
shortcomings of the church heating system remains well 
up on our list of aspirations. In the shorter term we plan 
to introduce some additional, localised heating in the 
rear of the church, which is the area that we would like 
to see used more for informal gatherings. To meet our 
aim of launching a campaign which will result in a church 
fit for its next 150 years, we have instructed the church 
architects to produce drawings reflecting our plans to 
introduce a disabled toilet and a kitchen in the two 
alcoves at the rear of the church. These plans will be 
shared with all interested parties (and we hope that 
means everyone in the village) in the New Year. 
 2018 sees the 150th Anniversary of the 
consecration of the Church of St John the Evangelist, 
Sutton Veny.  A number of events will be held to 
celebrate the milestone.  The first is to be on Monday 5 
March when the Salisbury Cathedral Choir gives a 
concert in the church.  Details are printed elsewhere.The 
second date for the diary is Sunday 15 April.  There will 
be a Special Anniversary Service in church, followed by 
lunch in the Village Hall to which all the surviving 
previous Rectors of Sutton Veny will be invited.  Further 
events will be announced later in the year.  All the village 
organizations and all who live here are invited to 
participate.  Details will be announced in forthcoming 
issues of the newsletter. 
 And finally, we have now received confirmation 
that our church has indeed qualified for a Bronze Eco 
Church award. The formal certificate and associated 
plaque, made appropriately from a recycled pew, is 
eagerly awaited.     
Richard Jackman 
 
THE PARISH COUNCIL REPORT - December 2017 
The December meeting of the Parish Council took place 
on 7th December, there were five Councillors present.  
The 2018 precept demand was decided. The budget for 
next year was fixed to ensure no increase in funding 
from council tax bills but still allowing the Parish Council 
to fund projects such as the second defibrillator for the 
village.  

Thank you to all those who attended the ceremony to 
switch on the Christmas tree lights earlier this month. 
We have a beautiful tree this year and we hope that you 
are all enjoying seeing it. The Chairman’s thanks go to 
all the volunteers who helped erect the tree, but 
especially to Chris Arnold for his help again this year 
and to Brian Long for the loan of his generator and flood 
light for the carol singing.  
We have a vacant allotment at the Longbridge Deverill 
Trading Estate and are looking for a new tenant. Priority 
is given to applicants from Sutton Veny, but anyone is 
able to apply. Further details are available from the Clerk 
on 840821 or melissaatyeo@btinternet.com  
The draft minutes of the meeting are available on the 
village website and the next meeting will be held on 
Thursday 1st February at 7pm in the Village Hall.  
The Chairman, Councillors and Clerk wish you all a 
Happy New Year!  
 
SUTTON VENY CHURCH SERVICES 
DECEMBER 
Sun 17                     6.00pm      Carol Service 
Sun 24                     4.00pm      Crib Service 
                               11.00pm      Midnight Mass 
Christmas Day        8.30am      Tytherington – Holy 
Communion 
                               11.00am      Heytesbury – Christmas 
Communion 
                                11.00am     Norton Bavant – Carol 
Service 
Sun 31                    10.00am     Team Communion 
(Patronal Festival) 
 
JANUARY 
Sun 7                      10.00am     Family Service 
Sun 14                    10.00am     Parish Communion and 
Junior Church 
Sun 21                    11.00am    Matins 
Sun 28                       8.30am    Holy Communion 
               
                      SPITTING FEATHERS 
 
The council granted planning permission with some strict 
conditions back on 23rd August.   
The applicants are unable to commence any works until 
the planners have received full details of many items, 
including the fan designs, acoustic silencing, 
landscaping and lighting. The applicant has 6 months in 
which to lodge an appeal against any or all of those 
conditions, which would be the end of February. 
A recent documentary, a joint venture using undercover 
journalists from ITV and The Guardian, highlighted very 
poor food hygiene practices at 2 Sisters poultry 
processing sites, and we submitted details of these to 
planning councillors and to the planning officer, 
emphasizing the need for a thorough review of the 
development. 
We have heard no details of any further submissions 
from the applicants but will be receiving an update in the 
New Year.  
We have now received our refund from our legal 
account, and the Spitting Feathers funds currently stand 
at £2814.40.  We have no immediate costs to cover with 
this balance, but we may need it for the future purchase 
or hire of noise and emissions monitoring equipment, 
should the development go ahead. 
 
Spitting Feathers Committee 

mailto:melissaatyeo@btinternet.com
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VILLAGE HALL CONTACT DETAILS 
Bookings - Gay Woods (tel. 840057) 
Chair - Richard Jackman (tel 840899) 
                                                                                
MONTHLY RAINFALL  
 
Rainfall for November 2017 
The rain fall for November was 68mm.  Average for 
November over 7 years, 89.7mm (range 62 - 145). 
Cumulative total for year Jan-Nov 2017 = 713mm 
(range 674 - 1200mm). 
 
Peter Strangeways 
 
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION COLLECTION 
Many thanks to all those who contributed to the Poppy 
Appeal in Sutton Veny, especially the band of volunteers 
who kindly went house to house.  The total raised in the 
village was a wonderful £1,496.32, along with a handful  
of coins from South Africa, Europe, America,Turkey 
….and also one green Waitrose charity disc!   
If anyone would like to help collect next year please do 
get in touch.                     
Caroline Jackman (840899) 
 
JANUARY 2017 NEWSLETTER & EDITOR CONTACT 
DETAILS 
Send all items for the next Newsletter by 15th Dec. latest 
please, to the new editorial team (Andy & Sam Campbell 
Watson) using the Newsletter email 
svvhnewsletter@gmail.com  
 
Footnote from the Editors: 
 
Around 6th December a water leak was investigated in 
Norton Road and the road was closed for a couple of 
days. This must have had the “rat runners” gnashing 
their teeth when they couldn’t race through the village 
from Heytesbury roundabout to connect with the A350!! 
 
It did, however provide peace and tranquility to all 
residents on Norton Road and Deverill road, and one 
Householder was seen to be providing the water 
Company workmen with copious cups of tea! 
We did try and ask them to leave the road block as a 
permanent fixture but this fell on deaf ears unfortunately. 
       

                                     
                            BOOK SHOP 
We would like to remind you that the Book Shop at the 
back of our lovely church is full of great books. We have 
a good supply of recent paper and hard back fiction and 
non-fiction, together with some beautiful coffee table 
books.. Our prices are very reasonable; paperbacks are 
only 50p, all the way up to £2-£3 for the larger books. 
So why not pop in and have a look, turn on the corner 
light, put on the nearby heater, settle down and have a 
browse? 

Codford Surgery 
The surgery now has a self-check in screen which 
will reduce queues for patients at reception. It is 
very easy to use. You just need your name and date 
of birth. 
It will also ease the pressure on the receptionists if 
they are dealing with a complex issue and the phone 
is ringing! 
Karen 
 
   

 
Tim, Abbie and all the staff at the Woolpack wish all 
their customers a very happy 2018, and look forward 
to meeting more friends and Villagers to dine and 
taste fine wines and beers in the coming year. 
 
A New Year Riddle from the resident “Quizmaster”: 
“This is an unusual paragraph.  
I’m curious how quickly you can find out what is so 
unusual about it. 
It looks so plain you would think nothing was wrong with 
it.  
It is unusual though.  
Study it and think about it, but you still may not find 
anything odd.  
But if you work at it a bit, you might find out.” 
 
VILLAGE & SURROUNDINGS DIARY 
January 
Tue 9th - Men’s Fellowship Breakfast  - 8.15am 
              (Bishop Ed Condry - Bishop of Ramsbury) 
January 
Wed 31st - Total Lunar Eclipse (not visible)/ Blue Moon! 
February 
Mon 5th - William Mitchell - Past CFO Pure Circle 
February 
Tue 6th – Prize Bingo 7.30pm  for 8.00pm – Village Hall 
March 
Mon 5th - Salisbury Cathedral Choir 
April 
Sun 15th - Church 150th Anniversary Service & Lunch 
 
 

 

mailto:svvhnewsletter@gmail.com
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News from Sutton Veny CofE School 
 
On behalf of everyone at Sutton Veny School, Happy 
New Year to you all!  
 
December was a busy term in school in the lead up to 
Christmas. The festivities started with Friends of School 
(FOS) hosting a film night for the children, in the hall, 
using the new projector and screen. We are extremely 
grateful to both the Village Hall Trustees and FOS for 
fundraising and contributing towards this greatly 
improved resource.  
Throughout December, the children performed 
Christmas carols at a record number of venues, 
including Warminster Christmas Market, Longleat 
Festival of Lights, St. Lawrence Chapel, both Sutton 
Veny and Longbridge Deverill Nursing Homes and 
Sutton Veny Christmas Fayre. It was a joy to hear them 
sing.    
At the end of term, staff transformed the hall with a 
starry night backdrop and stage ready for a performance 
of ‘Christmas around the World’. This nativity involved all 
of the children in the youngest three classes. Meanwhile, 
the oldest children in school performed ‘Witnesses’, a 
musical nativity, in the church. This is always a special 
evening and was very well supported by parents.  
Finally, for this year’s Village Hall Christmas Fayre, the 
school opened two classrooms and both the children in 
Year 4 and FOS worked together to support the event. 
Over 40 children sang carols to welcome customers and 
the highly successful grotto, and games room, raised 
funds towards the cost of a pantomime.  On the 
afternoon of January 6th, a visiting theatre company will 
transform the hall into the set of ‘Beauty and the Beast’. 
This will be a very exciting start to a new term, and a 
new year!  
Rachael Brotherton 
 
Sutton Veny – A History. 
 
The book was launched in the Village Hall by Dr Andrew 
Murrison MP on 25 November. The event was an 
astounding success. Many thanks again to Kate and her 
Organising team and to the PCC Social Committee for 
their canapes. 
 
It is believed that over 100 people attended with 80 
books sold; the entire stock of 200 had gone within 10 
days. This means that all the project and publication 
costs have now been virtually met and as a result, we 
have been able to reduce the at-the-door and the 
internet price to a standard £10 each. More copies of the 
book have been printed and continue to be available 
direct from some members of the group: Jill Russell 
(840209), (Philip Clark (840868), Kate Collier (840623), 
Barbara Hunt (841673) and David Eyres (840239) or 
through the village website www.suttonveny.co.uk  
 
On a personal note, I thank the past and present 
members of the Sutton Veny History Group for their 
ideas, resolve, patience and good humour in contributing 
in their own ways towards the production of something 
very special in the parish's history. 
 
Philip Clark  
Chairman Sutton Veny History Group. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


