Reginald and Mabel
Lapthorne
Their Story begins in Sutton Veny
Researched and Written by Julie Marguerite Iles 2015

!

Reginald and Mabel Lapthorne
Their Story begins in Sutton Veny
REGINALD LAPTHORNE AIF – TASMANIA ENLISTED WW1 Service No 510
Reginal Lapthorne was born 21st June 1894 in Leichhardt, Sydney
Australia. He was the youngest child of Robert, a Mercantile Clerk/Draper
and Emily Sarah Lapthorne, a nurse. His father Robert Lapthorne died in
1887 at Waterloo Sydney aged 37 years. Reginald was three and a half
years of age, his older brother Cyril was aged seven years, his sister Doris
was aged five and half years. After their
father’s death their mother returned to
Tasmania with her young family to live with her
mother, Caroline Downes, at 55 Galvin Street
Launceston, Tasmania.!
Robert Lapthorne

Emily Lapthorne

Reginald was fourteen years of age when he began his working life at A W Birchall and
Sons, a bookstore in Launceston, at this time he was living at 275 Charles Street with his
mother and grandmother. His working life was interrupted to enlist in the Australian Imperial
Forces.
Notice in Examiner Newspaper:
On Thursday evening, Mr Reg Lapthorne, who has joined the second expeditionary force for
service, and who left on Friday morning for the Brighton Camp Tasmania, was made the
recipient of a chased fountain pen, with gold band, suitably engraved from the employees of
A.W. Birchall and Sons, Brisbane Street and on behalf of the firm itself by Mr. J. Birchall of a
handsome field glass. Mr. Lapthorne has been in the service of the firm since he left school
and his position will be kept open for him on his return.
Reginald Lapthorne enlisted in the AIF on the 12th September 1914 aged 20 years. His
Service Number was 510. He served with the 12th Battalion, which was raised in only three
weeks of the declaration of
the war in August, half being
from
Tasmania.
He
commenced his training at
Brighton, Tasmania before
embarking from Ocean Pier
Hobart on the troopship
“Geelong”
on
the
20th
October 1914. The troopship
“Geelong” reached Albany on
28th October 1914. The
troops
were
inoculated
against typhoid fever and
other diseases on board the
“Geelong”. When they arrived troopships were already assembling there, others continued
to arrive until 28 Australian and 10 New Zealand Troopships completed the convoy.
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EMBARKING AUSTRALIA FOR THE SUEZ CANAL

Troopship “Geelong”

The Horseship “Katuna” which left alongside
the “Geelong”

On the 1st Nov 1914 they set sail from King George Sound in Albany in three long lines, the
“Geelong” was the fifth boat in the port column. With great excitement they proceeded for
the Suez Canal arriving early December. While they were in the Suez, orders came through
that they were to disembark in Egypt to complete their training at the Mena Camp. Port of
disembarkation was Alexandria.
It was while the troops were anchored there at Port Said, that the men saw the amazing
sight of a hydroplane for the first time in their lives.

Reg on Camel in front of the Spinx in Egypt, this photo was sent home to his mother
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ANZAC LANDING
Reg arrived in the Gallipoli Peninsular ex Alexandria on 2nd March 1915. The 12th Battalion
joined with the 9th, 10th & 11th battalions to form the 3rd Brigade. The 3rd Brigade was the
covering force for the ANZAC landing on 25th April 1915 and so were the first ashore at
around 4.30am. Within hours of the landing a sniper killed Lieutenant Colonel LF Clarke,
Commander of the 12th Battalion. The Battalion was heavily involved in establishing and
defending the front line of the ANZAC position and in August contributed two companies to
the attack on Lone Pine. It was the only Battalion in the Brigade to do so. The 12th served
at the Dardanelle Peninsular until the evacuation in December 1915.

The ANZAC landing on the 25th April 1915, in it’s scheme was a simple one, in outline at
least. The 3rd Brigade's 4000 men would land as a covering force to secure a beachhead for
two Australasian divisions made up of six brigades. Such, at least, was the plan, and its first
stage was negotiated without difficulty. Troops on the battleships were woken at 1am, given
a hot meal and a drink while the tows were being got ready, and by 1.30am were ready for
mustering into companies. This operation was carried out with impressive efficiency: no one
spoke; orders were given in whispers. The only sounds were shuffling boots and muttered
curses as men slipped on the ladders leading down to the boats. But for many, the tension
of that still night magnified the sounds.
It was an inevitable tragedy and Reginald Lapthorne, along with his fellow mates was
transported into the hell of it. An estimated total of 664 Australian officers and 17,260 men
were wounded during the campaign from 25th April 1915 to January 8th 1916. According to
the Official history, 70 Australians were captured at Gallipoli.
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WAR RECORDS
Reginald was promoted to Lance/Corporal on the 1st Sept 1915.
Reginald served in the campaign in the ‘Dardanelles’ and during that time his base was in
Egypt.
Reg was promoted to Corporal on 1st March 1916.
Reginald left Egypt on the 22nd March 1916 for Alex Marseilles in France arriving 5th April
1916, from there he then went on to serve in the trenches on the western front in France.
At this time Reg’s older brother Cyril Lapthorne enlisted on the 4th April 1916 to serve with
the 40th battalion which joined the 37th, 38th and 39th Battalion to form the 10th Brigade.
Reg was promoted to Sergeant while in France on the 25th July 1916.
Reg’s War Records show: Sick Leave (Shell Shock, Gun Shot Wounds, Gun Shot Wounds
to Left Hand.
OK-Wounded in France 19/22nd August 1916
September 1916.
OK-Wounded in Action France 2nd occasion 6/10th April 1917
19th April 1917 Reading War Hospital GSWL Hand.
Sick Delphi Hospital with lacerations to face – France 7th Oct 1917.
Sick/Influenza June 1918 and Sick to Hospital July 1918.
Tidworth Military Hospital, Longbridge Deverill, Sutton Veny (11th Nov 1917).
For more detailed list see AIF Casualty Form – Active Service
This would be about the time Reginald Lapthorne met
Mabel Dunford.

Reginald Lapthorne Collection
12th Battalion Log Book

Reginald Lapthorne Collection
War issue of a Cut Throat Razor
Mabel Florence Dunford
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STRAY BULLET FOUND IN POCKET BOOK – REGINALD LAPTHORNE COLLECTION
Reg’s war records show that on the 6th/10th April he received gunshot wounds to his left
hand and was sent to Reading War Hospital on19th April 1917 – Postcards and photos in his
pocket book with bullet holes through them link to this event, the latest date found being
February 19th 1917. We believe
this is most possibly where he
received the stray bullet that
lodged in his pocket book, which
saved his life.
Reg told us he was travelling to
the Reading War Hospital just
outside London by train and it was
while he was on this journey, he
took out his notebook that he kept
in his left hand side breast pocket.
The notebook contained postcards
and photos sent to him from
friends and acquaintances during
the war. As he commenced to read them he found a stray bullet lodged through the centre of
all the postcards and photos, stopping just before entering the other side of the pocket book
cover. The bullet had unknowingly lodged in his pocket book, containing those comforting
postcards and photos that are now so precious to our family, as they saved our grandfather,
Reginald Lapthorne’s life.

MILITARY MEDAL
Reginald Lapthorne was awarded the Military
Medal, which commended him for – Battle at
Meteren France on 23rd April 1918. Sgt
Lapthorne was in command of two sections of
his platoon and led his men with great dash
under heavy machine gun fire in the attack on
an enemy strong point, which was captured
successfully, a machine gun and 3 prisoners
being taken and several of the enemy killed.

Reginald Lapthorne receiving his Military
Medal 30th August 1918.
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POSTCARDS FROM REGINALD LAPTHORNE’S POCKET BOOK
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COMRADESHIP AMONGST THE TROOPS
Peter Lapthorne, Reg’s son, remembers his father
visiting him in Melbourne and meeting up with an old
comrade, a Sergeant he had served with in World
War 1. They had the most wonderful day, talking to
each other about their stories and adventures. It was
the first time Peter had ever heard these stories from
his father.
“Reg was buried alive by a shell in trenches in
France, his steel helmet had saved him”.
“On another occasion he was also buried alive in the
trenches in France by a shell and was trapped under
another soldier”.
“Reg spent a whole day in a trench, with a dead
German”.

Sergeant
Reginald
Lapthorne served right
through
the
military
campaign
he
was
discharged
from
the
Army on the 29th March
1919.

Hand written letter to Reginald Lapthorne from King George VI United Kingdom – Reginald
Lapthorne Collection.
!
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MABEL FLORENCE DUNFORD - SUTTON VENY ENGLAND
Mabel’s Story Begins
Mabel Dunford lived in Sutton Veny at the time of the 1st World
War.
Mabel Florence Dunford was born on the 9th April 1893. Her birth
certificate was registered in the district of Warminster Wiltshire
England. Mabel, was the second youngest child of John and
Elizabeth Dunford, they had eight children.
Mabel had three Sisters and four Brothers:
Polly Dunford
John Dunford
Arthur Dunford
Leonard Dunford (Len)
Ernest Dunford
Margaret Dunford (Meg)
Mabel Florence Dunford
Dorothy (Dol)

Mabel Dunford

Mabel and Leonard’s
Mother,
Elizabeth
Dunford (nee Hiscocks)

Leonard Dunford

Mabel attended the Sutton Veny School.
Middle row Mabel Dunford 3rd left, her sister
Doll 2nd from left.
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MABEL’S LIFE IN SUTTON VENY

Mabel with her friends Emily, Ann & Nell Cleverly
(Mabel bottom right)

The Dunford family lived in the “Huntsmans Cottage” now “Huntsman’s Lodge” 114 Norton
Street. John Dunford her father worked on “Greenhill House Farm” now called “Sutton Veny
House”

Girls Friendly Society (GFS)
Mabel was as a member of the Girls
Friendly Society. In the photo her good
friend Nell was in the front row 2nd right.
Postcard sent to “Mabs” from Nell of a
GFS outing at Whitsun.

Performance for the servicemen by
the Red Cross Sutton Veny
Mabel was working as a volunteer at
the Red Cross convalescence hospital
at Sutton Veny during the Great War
and it was there that she met Reg. Reg
had been wounded in France and was
sent to Sutton Veny to rest and
recuperate.
Mabel top row 4th from left.
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HEARTBREAKINGLY SO MANY FAMILIES AND RELATIONSHIPS WERE TRAGICALLY
TORN APART AND LOST DURING THE GREAT WAR, BUT THESE VERY
CIRCUMSTANCES FORTUNATELY BROUGHT REG AND MABEL TOGETHER.
Mabel kept an Autograph Book containing many autographs from servicemen. These are
from Sgt Reg Lapthorne 12th Battalion 12th August 1917 and his brother Cpl C G Lapthorne
40th Battalion, 30th January 1918.

At the end of the War, on 16th November 1918, Mabel and Reg were married by Arthur
Sewell, Rector of the St Johns Church, Sutton Veny, Warminster, Wiltshire, England.
Registrar’s Reference 317.

St Johns Church Sutton Veny

!

Mabel & Reginald Lapthorne, this photo
was taken the day after their wedding
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DESTINED FOR AUSTRALIA
Sergeant Reginald Lapthorne was granted special leave to go back home to Australia on 3rd
December 1918, three weeks after their wedding. He disembarked in Australia on 27th
January 1919 and returned to work at the Launceston bookstore, A W Birchall and Sons.
Leaving her family and friends and Sutton Veny the village in which she had grown up, she
travelled the lengthy journey from England to the small island of Tasmania in Australia, all
alone. In the meantime, back in Launceston Tasmania, Reg was waiting for Mabel’s arrival;
he had commenced arranging the building of their new home in Australia.

Mabs Dunford and Nell Cleverly

Jean & Granny aged 92yrs
Sutton Veny Wiltshire England

Launceston Cataract Gorge 1919

Mabel arriving at the Launceston Docks in Tasmania
!
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SUTTON VENY WW1
Wiltshire camps housed the Australian Soldiers No1 Australian Command, which
surrounded Sutton Veny from 1916 to after the end of the war in 1919. Ten camps were built
for the 10,000 troops to begin training before they left for Northern France. Trenches were
constructed so troops could train, live for a week at a time with food brought in by train to try
and simulate conditions on the battlefield. The large number of soldiers that were stationed
nearby Sutton Veny had an enormous effect on the village way of life, with solders and
village people learning to live together under unusual circumstances.

The photos of Solders displaying bullet holes were kept by Reginald Lapthorne in his pocket
book in which the stray bullet lodged, saving his life. Others are from Mabel Dunford’s photo
collection of family or friends.
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RED CROSS CONVALESCENT HOSPITAL
The main house in the village ‘Greenhill House’ now called ‘Sutton Veny House’ was
situated in the midst of the largest Australian Imperial Force training and convalescent depot
in Great Britain, this mansion, containing over 50 rooms and with spacious lawns and
grounds was used by the Red Cross as a hospital for the war weary troops to convalesce,
rest and recuperate.
In late 1918 and 1919 Spanish influenza was particularly
virulent and many Australians and prisoners of war died.
The names of 142 Australians and 2 sisters are recorded
in the Australian Chapel in St John's Church and are
interred in the churchyard, many of them were from
Tasmania. This part of the graveyard has been classed
an Australian War Cemetery.
In 1919 the village began to return to normal. The
Australians formed an agricultural training depot at
Sutton Veny in order to prepare and train their soldiers
for returning to civilian life. By mid 1919, 2000 Australian
soldiers had been trained. At the end of that year the
Australians returned home, the huts were demolished,
the Camp railway lifted, and the peace and tranquillity of
village life returned. They were not to know that there
would be a Second World War 21 years later.

Red Cross Nurse Sutton Veny

High Street Sutton Veny
It is very moving to know that the men who lost their lives so far from their home were not
forgotten and that the local school children have cared for their graves, originally placing wild
flowers on them and in later year’s garden flowers in remembrance on ANZAC Day. What a
special place this village in England is, we will be forever linked to the men that convalesced
there, recovering from their wounds and to those caring and dedicated nurses, who then lost
their lives by succumbing to the Spanish flu. The village people of Sutton Veny have been
caretakers of them for all these year’s, these men and women were never to come back
home.
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OXFORD, GOSFORD AND UNKNOWN PLACES AND PERIODS
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BACK HOME IN TASMANIA AFTER THE WAR
Reg and Mabel were parents to three children:
1. Robert John Lapthorne, was born 27th January
1921 in Launceston. At the time Robert was born, Mabel
and Reginald were living at 10 Howell Place Launceston. It
was there that Robert caught whooping cough or a similar
coughing illness and their beloved firstborn child died on 9th
July 1922.
2. Peter Dunford Lapthorne was born at Devonport
on 10th July 1923. Peter attended Devonport Primary
School. On the 25th September 1941, at the age of 18years
Peter enlisted with the Australian Navy. Peter married
Charlotte Marion Edwards on the 8th June 1946 and moved
to Melbourne Victoria
Australia to live and
work as a Bricklayer.
They
had
two
daughters Diane &
Vicki
Lapthorne.
Peter and Charlotte
are both still living in
Victoria, Peter is aged 91 years.
3.

Doreen Mabel Lapthorne was born 1st
November 1927.
Doreen attended
Devonport Primary School and on leaving
school worked as a stenographer with
Fields & Co, which was located on the
waterfront at Devonport. Doreen married
Alan Thomas Iles (Pat) on the 5th May
1951. Pat was born 1st February 1926 and
was the youngest son of Herbert Leslie
Iles and Blanch Muriel Iles (nee Richards).
They had four children, Gary, Shane,
Annette & Peter Iles. Doreen is living at
Cosgrove Park Launceston and is
aged 87 years.

Peter & Doreen Lapthorne

On returning home to Australia from the war, Reg had a house
newly built at 10 Howell Place Launceston, Reg and Mabel
named their home “Sutton Veny”.
Reg was transferred to the new Birchall’s Book Store at
Devonport as manager; keeping their home in Launceston, they
moved to a house at 18 Upper Fenton Street Devonport, which
was later renamed Hiller Street. They rented their home until
they purchased it on 26th January 1950.
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MABLE RETURNS TO SUTTON VENY FOR TWELVE MONTHS HOLIDAY
Mabel had been living in Australia, away from her own family for over five years. She had
lost her beloved first child Robert and probably was very home sick for England. In June
1925 Mabel travelled by ship back to England to her old home and family in Sutton Veny
taking with her their second son Peter who was two years old, this would have been a huge
thing to do in those days. They both stayed with her family at Sutton Veny for twelve months.

Peter Dunford Lapthorne
1/2
Aged 2 years of age
at Sutton Veny

Newspaper clipping, far right, Mabel & Peter on board the ship
“Orsova” setting sail for England

Peter Lapthorne 2½ years at Sutton Veny

Peter Lapthorne and John Dunford

Mabel corresponded with friends in England: Mrs D. Veness, 50 Sherlock Road Coventry
West Midlands England and Mrs K Parker, 15 Springhead Sutton Veny Warminster Wiltshire
England.
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RESPECTED COMMUNITY MEMBERS
Reginald and Mabel were very involved in the Devonport community, Reg being a Life
Member of the Devonport Bowls Club, Devonport Trotting Club, Devonport Racing Club,
Devonport Football Club and North Western Football Association.
Reg was President of the AIF Original Association founded in 1930, inaugural Treasurer of
the Devonport Trotting Club, Treasurer of the Devonport Pacing Club for more than 20
years, Secretary of the Devonport Bowls Club for 36 years, delegate to the North West
Tasmanian Bowls Association and Tasmanian Bowls
Council. He was chairman of the North West Football
Association for 30 years and Secretary of the Devonport
Annual Show Society for 21 Years. He also served as a
Treasurer of the Devonport Sub Branch of the RSL and
Boy Scout Association, Secretary of the Devonport
Eisteddfod Society and Devonport Golf Club and was a
committeeman of the Devonport Football Club.

Bowls Trip Melbourne

Dame Enid Lyons Eisteddfod’s
Patron and Reginald Lapthorne
Secretary-Treasurer

Mabel was a Life Member of Devonport Bowls Club
which she played and travelled with the team up until the
late 1970’s. She was involved in the Devonport Tennis
Club over many years. She was a member of the
Annual Show Committee and the CWA. Reg and Mabel
had a close friendship with Joseph & Dame Enid Lyons.
Jo was elected Premier of Tasmania in October 1923,
he was later elected Prime Minister of Australia in 1931,
and at the time they lived at ‘Home Hill’ at Devonport.

Mabel bowling the first bowl of the Season

Devonport Tennis Club front row: Doreen Lapthorne, next to her Mable Lapthorne
!
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A PROUD TRADITION OF FAMILY MILITARY SERVICE
Peter Dunford Lapthorne, their son, Ex. Able seaman Official No: H1785
enlisted in the Royal Australian Navy on 25th September 1941 during WW2.
His campaign medals included Atlantic Star, Burma Star with Pacific Clasp,
1939-1946 War Medal, Australian War Medal and Phillipines Medal. Peter
served five years. At the time of his discharge on the 8th February 1946 he
was Able Seaman on the HMAS ‘Huon’.

Doreen Mabel Lapthorne, their daughter, helped with the war efforts by
working as a volunteer at the Edgell factory in Spreyton sorting peas. Doreen
was also a volunteer for Coast Guard Spotting at night, this was done at a high
spot at the Devonport Primary School, by using binoculars to check for lights
and safeguard that no enemy ships were in the sea near Devonport. The
women completed these jobs, as at the time the men were away at war.

Alan Thomas Iles (Pat), Doreen’s husband, enlisted at the age of 18yrs on the
17th April 1944 in the RAAF, Service No: 89027. He served three years during
WW2, some at that time in Japan. At the time of his discharge at Station HQ
Laverton Victoria, he was leading Aircraftsman. Four year’s after his discharge
he married Doreen Mabel Lapthorne. Pat died in Launceston at 59 years of
age on 13th February 1985.

Cyril George Lapthorne, Reg’s older brother, served in WW1 in the 40th
Batallion. He was married to Christina Peppiatt, had three children - May,
Marjorie and Robert. Cyril served three years overseas, he survived the Great
War and returned to Australia on the 30th April 1919. Cyril died in Launceston
at 81 years of age on 8th April 1970.

Robert William Lapthorne (Bob), Cyril’s youngest son and Reg’s nephew
enlisted in the RAAF on 31st August 1942 as Leading Aircraftman. He was
discharged on 2nd November 1945, RAAF Station Laverton Victoria. Bob died
in Launceston at 85 years of age on 20th July 2009.!

Doris Louisa Lapthorne, Reg’s older sister, worked at the Willow factory in
Melbourne and moved to Tasmania to be with her family after the death of
her husband William Fricker in 1957. She lived between Cyril her older
brother and Christina his wife in Launceston and Reg her younger brother
and Mabel in Devonport. Doris did not have any children, she died at the
Latrobe Mersey Hospital near Devonport at 71 years of age on 9th February
1963.
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REG AND MABEL’S STORY ENDS IN TASMANIA AUSTRALIA

Reg & Mabel were married for 62 years; they had three Children - Robert Lapthorne (dec),
Peter Lapthorne and Doreen Iles nee Lapthorne.
•

Six Grandchildren
Dianne Cooper nee Lapthorne and Vicki Bassingthwaighte nee Lapthorne
Gary Alan Iles, Shane Patrick Iles, Annette Iles and Peter Reginald Iles

•

Twelve Great Grandchildren
Kylie Ann Csanyi nee Cooper, Erin Lee Cooper and Bree Leeanne Balacombe nee
Cooper
Glen Craig Bassingthwaighte and Kelly Dawn Walker nee Bassingthwaighte
Rebecca Marguerite Iles and Joanna Lee Iles
Natalie Iles and Dylan Iles
Ben Iles, Zachary Iles and Emily Iles

•

Twelve Great, Great, Grandchildren:
Braydon Cooper and Aaran Cooper Csanyi
Jasmine Louis Chambers and Jyi Chambers
Nathan Ashley and Jackson Balcombe
Angus John and Lara Bassingthwaighte
Olivia and Lincoln Walker
Mikayla and Wade Castagna

Descendants of Reg and Mabel are incredibly proud to be part of this family history. They
hold dearly, gratitude for the resilience, values, laughter, happiness and love passed on by
Reg and Mabel and through their future generations.
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REG’S FAMILY HISTORY
Reg’s Grandfather George Lapthorne, emigrated from Plymouth England of his own free will.
He was not an assisted immigrant nor was he a convict. It is suspected he sailed to
Australia by private ship. His sister Maria Lapthorne followed a few years later. He was a
shipwright at the Don, a model of one of the ships he built in 1867 the ‘Ottawa” and a
watercolour painting of it is on display at the Devonport Maritime Museum. He was a very
respected and successful businessman, he went on to be a hotelier and a bridge and road
builder on the north west coast. He was found drowned on 14th February 1879 at the
Cataract Gorge. He was to attend a creditors meeting earlier that day. The Coroner found
an open verdict to his death by drowning. Ref: Sawdust, Sails and Sweat by ‘Faye Gardam’

Four World War 1 veterans arrive for the morning service
at Devonport in a 1928 Chevrolet convertible, driven by
Devonport owner Laurie Bramich (left). The verterans
are (from left) Til Laycock (91) Bill Marshall (82) Fred
Sharp (87) and Reg Lapthorne (84)

Reginald Lapthorne Service No 510 12th Battalion
!
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REGINALD AND MABEL LAPTHORNE

Reg retired from AW Birchall and Sons at aged
63 in 1957 after 50 years of service.

Mabel died at home in Devonport Tasmania on
the 25th March 1980, she was 87 years of age.
Reg died in a nursing home in Launceston
Tasmania on the 24th July 1983, he was aged
89 years.
They were both cremated in Launceston and
their plaques are in the wall at Mersey Vale
Memorial Park Spreyton (nearby Devonport).
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CORRESPONDENCE DURING THE WAR – LETTERS FOUND
Letters dated 8th September 1915 Gallipoli and 20th June 1916 Somewhere in France
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MISS OLIVE BRIMBLE
Miss Olive Brimble was one of Reg’s friends’ that he grew up with and attended church with.
Olive and Reg corresponded during the war, this was significant as one of her postcards,
along with many others kept in his
pocket book helped to save his life
when he was hit in the chest by a
stray bullet on the western front in
France, April 1917.
We are very blessed to have copies
of Reg’s letters to Olive in the
Reginald Lapthorne Collection. Olive
had lived in the house next door to
Reg and Mabel’s old home in 10
Howell Place Launceston. Olive’s
daughter-in-law found the letters
written to Olive from Reg during the
WW1 while clearing out under the
house. At the time Doreen, Reg &
Mabel’s daughter, was living at 10 Howell Place and the connection of the letters was
recognized. The old home still exhibited the name “Sutton Veny” when Doreen sold the
house in 1994.
You will notice some of the
photos
throughout
this
document have torn holes in
the centre of them. They
were from Reg’s pocket
notebook, which the stray
bullet passed through. They
helped to save his life in
1917 at the time he was
fighting in the trenches on
the Western Front in
France.
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